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SUBUs NIGERIA/BIAFRA BRUBECK ThLks IN PARIS: (V)3 ACHILLEFOQULD 


fe NATIONAL: ASSEMBLY: DEPUTY: AYMAR ACHILLE» FOULD: (PROTECT 
SOURCE) PROVIDED: BRUBECK» POLCOUNSELORi AND: EMBOFF WITH 
MOST’ BALANCED: v IEW OF NIGERIA/BIAFRA ‘SITUATION HEARD: IN: 
PARIS: DURING MEETING: EVENING SEPT 29 -ACHILLEs FOULD» 
HT GHLY ARTICULATE. MEMBER: ASSEMBLY °S. FORE IGN: AFFAIRS: 
COMMITTEE: AND: ‘SUPPORTER’ oF. POMPIDOU. (WITHi WHOM, HE HAS: 
= CLOSE: PERSONAL: RELATIONSHIP) » ‘HAS! BEEN LONELY VOICE IN 

OPPOSITION. TO: GOF: POLICY OF: SUPPORT FOR: BIAFRA AND: HEADED 

PARLIAMENTARY DELGATION: TO:.LAGOS: AT END: LAST-YEAR®« 


22 ACCORDING: ACHILLESFOULDy»GOF! 'PoLicy IN THIS: AREA_. f 
WAS LARGELY CREATION: OFIi\JACQUES: FOCCART» WHO: ‘SOLD: IT To: 
DEGAULLE» PRINCIPAL! JUSTIFICATION: ADVANCED! BY FOCCART ‘WAS: 

. DESIRABILITY OF REDUCING: BRITISH! INFLUENCE: AS EXERCISED 

THROUGH’ STRONG: AND':PQPULOUS: NIGERIAN AND: THEREBY PRO», 
 PORTIONATELY’ INCREASING: INELUENCE: OF' FRANCE! AND! FRANCO™ 
PHONE: WEST AFRICAN':COUNTRIES © 


3¢ ‘UNDER: POMPIDOU» ACHILLE= ~FOULD: FEELS THERES: ALREADY: 
SOME: CHANGE: EVIDENT™ IN" “THE ‘THINKING: ABOUT. ‘THIS: ‘QUESTION: 
THOUGH: NO: CHANGE: HAS: YET’ APPEARED! IN THE: ACTUAL POLICY 
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FOCCART®’S: INFLUENCE, WHICH WAS BASED TO LARGE EXTENT ON 
HIS CLOSE PERSONAL’ RELATIONSHIP WITH: DEGAULLE»s NOW 
CONSIDERABLY: LESSENED» AND PERSONAL: ANIMOSITY BETWEEN . 
FOCCART AND: FONMIN MAURICE SCHUMANN: WILL: FURTHER ERODE. 
FOCCART'S. POSTIONe RESULT WILL: BE! GRADUAL INCREASE: IN: 
“ROLE: OF QUAIs WHICH HAD: ALMOST. NO SAY ON AFRICAN 

QUESTIONS DURING DEGAULLE: ERAo 

TNi THIS: CONNECTION, ACHILLE™ FOULD SAID THAT’ DURING PRIVATE 
MEETING HE HAD WITH “SCHUMANN JUST BEFORE: LATTER'S: DEPARTURE: 
FRO UNGAs HE HAD FOUND SCHUMANN. MORE: FLEXIBLEi IN HIS 
THINKING: ON. N BIGERIAN QUESTION® THIS» HE. SAIDe COULD: BE! 
IMPORTANT FACTOR: LEADING: TO EVENTUAL CHANGE: IN POLICY 


4o ASSESSMENT OF SITUATION IN: NIGERIA/BIAFRA PRESENTED ee 
BY ACHILLE*FOULD VERY CLOSE TO THAT OFi USG* HE: ATTRIBUTED: 
PRO©BIAFRAN TENOR. OF’ FRENCH’ PUBLIC OPINION PRINCIPALLY: 

TO: VIGOROUS» WELL®© FINANCED. BIAFRAN: PROPAGANDA EFFORTS» 
NOTABLY: WORK’ OF: MARKPRESS» AS CONTRASTED: ‘TO: ‘GENERALLY: ‘POOR 
FMG: INFORMATION ACTIVITIES* HE AGREED. GOF: POLICY ‘ON THIS: 
TSSUEi HAD! SOME! EMOTIONAL: CONTENT IN) ADDITION: COLD CALCULA= 
TION OF POLITICAL: ADVANTAGEY BUT FELT THIS: WAS MORE: TRUE: 
OF PUBLIC: OPINION THAN: OF: GOVERNMENTAL! ACTIONS © 


5 ACHILLE« FOULD WILL: BE IN: NEW YORK: LATER THIS! AUTUMN ee 
AS MEMBER: FRENCH’ UN DELEGATION AND), AT- BRUBECK*S ‘SUGGESTION 
HOPES: ALSO: VISIT WASHINGTON AT ‘THAT : ‘TIME © ACHILLE» FOULD: 
STRESSED THAT ‘HIS COMMENTS: ON INTERNAL! WORKINGS: GOF: ARE 
HIGHLY SENSITIVE AND: REQUESTS THEY BE ‘CLOSELY HELD« 


6¢ COMMENT: BRUBECK. FOUND. CONVERSATION: WITH: ACHILLE= “F OULD 
HIGHLY ENCOURAGING: EVIDENCE: THAT COOPERATION WITH: GOFiiON  _ 

POSSIBLE: APPROACHES: TO: SETTLEMENT OF: NIGERIA/BIAFRA CONFLICT 
PERHAPS: NOT’ ENTIRELY FORECLOSED: BY HARD: LINE PUT FORWARD) 
BY QUAI AND BY. PRO» BIAFRAN DEPUTTES* TO EXTENT THAT FOS La. 
INFLUENCE. INDEED LESSENED: AND» AS: ACHILLE® FOUL D ‘SUGGEST » 

FRENCH: POLICY INCREASINGLY OPEN TO:.CHANGEs REALISTIC. | 

APPRECIATION OF! BIAFRAN: SITUATION MAY YET LEAD: GOF ‘TO ‘SEEK 

‘ACCEPTABLE FORMULA AS ROUTE TO DISENGAGEMENTs. AT ‘SUCH: - 

POINTs PROSPECTS FOR COOPERATIVE’ EFFORT. INVOLVING: APPLICA- 

TION GOF INFLUENCE ON BIAFRANS. WOULD: BECOME: MUCH BRIGHTER: 

THAN. THEY PRESENTLY APPEAR® AS CENTRIST PARLIAMENTARIAN: 

IN THE: OPPOSITION DURING DEGAULLE*S. TENURE» ACHILLE® =FOULD 
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EXERCISED VERY LITTLE: IF: ANY INFLUENCE ON GOF: POLICY. HE: 
ISNOW A MEMBER OF: ASSEMBLY MAJORITYs HAS BEEN NAMED TO KEY 
JOB: AS RAPPORTEUR FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS SUBs COMMITTEE 
HANDLING BUDGET OF SECRETARY OF STATE FOR COOPERATION : 

( YVON BOURGES) AT FOREIGN MINISTRY; AND HAS: CAST HIS: POLITI 
CAL! LOT WITH’ POMPIDOU® AS FOCCART'S INFLUENCE DECREASES: 
UNDER: POMPIDOU, ACHILLE= “FOULD'*S VIEWS MAY RECEIVE: MORE 
ATTENTION: THAN IN PAST®. WE: THERFORE: FULLY CONCUR WITH: 
BRUBECK ON USEFULNESS: OF- INVITING ACCHILLE = “FOULD TO_ 
WASHINGTON FOR EXCHANGE OF VIEW WHEN HE! ATTENDS: UNGA 
LATER: THIS AUTUMNe GPe2 
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FM: AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 
TO. SECSTATE: WASHDC 9205: 
INFO: AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY’® ADDIS. ABABA 
AMEMBASSY ‘COTONOU: 
AMEMBASSY LONDON: 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS: 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE! 
USMESSION GENEVA 
USMYSSION USUN 'N: 


USTA: WASHDC: 


UNCLAS LAGOS: 8651 


NIGERIAN. PRESS’ ROUND-UP: SEPT* 27 


SUBJECTS 


“fe ALL! PAPERS: ‘REPORT: DEPARTURE’ “STATEMENT : ‘OF: OAU!SEC ‘GEN TELLI, 
SEPT® 26 JIN: WHICHi-HE: EXPRESSED ‘OPTIMTSM THAT ‘NIGERIAN® ‘CRISIS- 
WOULD: BE’ ENDED "VERY SOON" ALSO: REITERATED CALL FOR ‘NON? 
AFRICAN: POWERS TO: STOP: INTERFERING! IN- AFRICAS AFFAIRS« 
DECLINED: TO: DISCLOSE: INFORMATION: ABOUT: HIS: DISCUSSIONS! .__ 
‘WITH: GOWON BUT SAID: HE: WAS: ‘BEARING: MESSAGE FROM: GOWON’ TO: ‘HIMe 


Qo: TIMES: CARRIES: ‘WIRE: SERVICE REPORT ON ARTKPO: STATEMENT TO ‘PRESS: 
AFTER! MEETING WITH ‘SECSTATE: IN NY o QUOTED: AS’ SAYING: MEETING 
DEALT. EXCLUSIVELY WITH! RELIEF: MATTERS? - 


\ Bo. TIMES: AND: PosT REPORT COMINF.O: ENAHORO: ‘PRESS: ‘STATEMENT IN: 
LONDON! SUGGESTING: THAT’ WENTERNATIONAL: AIR: ARMADA" SHOULD: ‘BE 
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ORGANI ZED:"TO: FLY RELGEF SUPPLIES: INTO REBEL! ENCLAVE» 
| ONLY’ CONDITION. £S INSPECTION TO PREVENT ARMS* TO: REBEEo 


| yg MANY PICTURES: OF: SUPREME: MILITARY COUNCIL! MEETING SEPTe 26 
| BUT.NO: STATEMENT OR CONCRETE INFO ON DISCUSSIONS. 


ge PAPERS INDICATE NO. NEW DISTURBANCES: IN: WESTERN STATE® 
CURFEW IN {BADAN CONTINUES: IN FORCE® SOME. PRISONERS 


;LREADY BEING: RELEASED! ON: BAIL! ACCORDING: TO: PRESS» EXPRESS™ 


EDITOR! REMI. ILORT. IN. SIGNED COLUMN: STATES: THAT "ONLY PATH -OPEN™ 


TO WESTERN STATE’ MILGOV {S: TO RETIRE. SAYS THAT HE ADMIRES 
MILi GOV’ FOR: MANY THINGS BUT’ "UNFORTUNATELY 2 RULING STATE’ fs: NOT 
ONE! OF THEMe BRIGADIER’ HAS: BUNGLED: HyS: ASSIGNMENT o™ 


POST EDITORIAL! PRAISES GENERAL’ :GQWONS STATEMENT ‘ON 


WESTERN CRISIS~« ‘DECLARES! THAT WHILE EMG: CLEARLY HAS _. 
POWER! TO! INTERVENE IN ADMINISTRATION OF ANY STATES THIS 
STATEMENT ‘SHOWED: FMG “CONCERNED WITH! MAINTENANCE! OF PEACE® 
UAW. AND ‘ORDER: RATHER THAN: SHOW OF POWER: SINCE. IT IMPLIED. 
NEED’ FOR COOPERATION BETWEEN FEDERAL: AND STATE. GOVERNMENTS 


TN’ MAINTENANCE’ OF! LAW AND! ORDER SAYS: THAT STATEMENT ALSO: 


RECOGNIZED THAT. THERE MAY BE: GENUINE ‘CAUSE’ FOR DISSAs_ 

_TISFACTION IN WEST» BUT SECURITY OF: |. 1VES: ANDi PROPERTY 
OVER®RIDES ALL! OTHER ‘CONSTDERATIONS® TIMES: EDITORTAL 
ALSO PRAISES: STATEMENT AND: ANNOUNCEMENT: THAT ‘STEPS’ WILL’ BE 
TAKEN TO. INCREASE: CAPABILITY OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES 
TO! DEAL: WITH! CIVIL’ DISTURBANCESe FINDS: IT _"SIGNIFICANTY 
THAT: WHILE FMG SAID: STEPS WOULD BE TAKEN TO MEET LEGITIMATE 
GRIEVANCES WHICH’ ARE! BROUGHT TO ATTENTION OF: 


AUTHORITIES. "INU PROPER MANNER", METHOD FOR PRESENTING. 


GRIEVANCES: LEFT VAGUE’ CALLS: FOR! ESTABLUSHMENT OF "OMBUDSMAN" 


IN WESTAS, HAD’ BEEN: RECOMMENDED: BY PREVIOUS: | 

COMMISSION: WHTCH!.LOOKED: INTO':CAUSES: OF ; ee ee 

DISTURBANCES: EN: WEST IN LATE 19680 SUGGESTION. WAS REJECTED = 
BY -WESTERN STATEMENT GOVERNMENT JN APRIL! THIS YEAR: AS! "UNNECESSARY." im 
_. ON GROUNDS THAT CHANNELS: FOR PRESENTATION OF) on : | 
. GRIEVANCES WOULD!-BE! "LOCAL: ADVISORY: COMMITTEES": IN EACH! 

DESTRICT:s TIMES:STATES: THAT COMMON’ MAN TENDS: TO! BE’ 

SUSPECT OF EXISTING: CHANNELS: OF ‘COMMUNICATION: BECAUSE. THEY 
: CONSIDER: THEM: PARTISAN: TO! GOVERNMENT AND! OMUDSMAN 
WOULDLL! THIS: VACUUM® “POINTING OUT WESTERN: MILGOVS a. : 
STATEMENT “THAT SITUATION: AMOUNTS: TO: REBELLION» ‘OBSERVER! : t 


EDITORIAL! DECLARES: THAT NIGERTA. CANNOT ALLOW: 
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WANOTHER OUUKWU: ORi OUUKWUS: TO REZR THEIR: HEADSs" AND CALLS 
ON: SMC: NOT. TO: "SOFT “PEDAL! SITUATION IN|) WEST AND ‘TO! TAKE! 
MEASURES NECESSARY TO: END! DISTURBANCES* IN: 

COMMENT ON. TRADITIONAL! RULER OF: TBADANS: CALL! ‘TO: MILGOV 

TO: END! POLICE: AND:. ARMY’ Ralos PREPARATORY: ‘TO: 

MEETING HE PLANS! TO -CALLiOFi LEADERS FROM: 

AREA. TO: FIND! OUT PEOPLES GRIEVANCES» EXPRESS: AND 

TRIBUNE TAKE’ DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSED: 'VIEWS* EXPRESS 

PRAISES THIS MOVE: AND: CALLS: FOR. TAX- RAIS: "BARBARIC" MEASURE: 
WHICH'.NO OTHER: STATE: IN. FEDERATION: HAS: ‘CARRIED OUT AND YET 
THEY: MANAGE: TO MEET THEIR! BUDGETS* TRIBUNE! CALLS: ‘ON MILGOV ‘TO 
IGNORE: ‘CALL! ANDi ACCUSES’ RULER: AND OTHERS: AT MEETING ‘OF: 
FAILURE'.TO: DENOUNCE: "UNEQUIVOCALLY" RIOTS* 

STATES: THAT "URGING: SIMULTANEOUSLY” ALL!.C CITIZENS: TO ‘DESIST 
FROM: RIOTS" WHILE: CALLING: ON’ ARMY" AND: ‘POLICE: TOMsToP:  . 
PEACE*KEEPING: OPERATIONS. IS: "HYPOCRITICAL: WAY OF ENCOURAGING 
RIOTERS®" :SKETCH! EOI TORIAL!.ACCUSES: DAILY TIMES: OF) "ATTEMPT 
TO: CONFUSE: AND: COMPLICATE: MATTERS" IN WESTERN: ‘STATE: 

BY EXPOLITING :SENSITIVE: MATTERS» LISTING: SEVERAL: EXAMPLES 

OF WHAT IT ALLEGES: AREi SLANTED: REPORTING BY TIMES®. 


OLSON 


I Autiority Jt 


ouphWha Da Qe 


ORIGINSAC TION, _ 


BE. aS 


i“ UNCLASSIFIED A-1072. ig 
4 INR HANDLING INDICATOR ; ae P : ; NO. ee 

eg ; st WEIVE a 

= TO :- Department of State 6297" ° Sera re 

mee 


Se ra 3 12 PHBE 


i Pg 
| FROM : Amembassy LONDON see DATE: SEPTEMBER 27, 1969 


AGR 


LAS TAR TR 


SUBJECT : Complaint of Genocide in Nigerian/Biafran War 
air LD ARMY | NAVY a er e Face? ; 

P REF — : ; “a. : 
& srs ae. ae : 


Usta | NSA RAGS ran Gy hg: Bede hs : = ee fee . : 
5 
£O1 3 anh Poke with this airgram the Embassy transmits. several ce 


ments complied by E. Essuman Mensah. lr. Mensd&h ex- 

Eas plains that he was asked to investigate a complaint 
of genocide ‘made: to “an International Committee of. 
Jurists for the Investigation os the Crime’ of Genocide" 
whieh is based in Paris. — 


Ti his transmittal letter dated August 18 but actually 
handed over in late September) Mr. Mensah states he 
has been directed by the Secretary General of the 


Tec aes committee to forward these documents TO the United 
B States Government. 


TO: | Action | info. 
AMEN 
PO 


Mr. Mensah' s report concludes that the EMG has been’ 
guilty | of acts of genocide and he. bases this conclusion, 
on a sheath of Boar ements which. are included with his. 
report. ie: i : ua 


The Imbassy does not know either ihr. Mensah or his 
committee and has not been able to ‘find anyone at the 
_ Foreign Office with knowledge of either... The papers 
are passed. on: ‘to the. Department for information. 
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ACTION. AF: 18 
INFO! OCT @1SEUR: 179CTAE: BO5UPM GaoHi G2s INR’ B7aL: O3sNSAE’ BOoNSC 1s 
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R 2619352 SEP~6 { 
FMi AMEMBASSY* LAGOS: . . i 
TO' SECSTATE: WASHDC 94:79°. oa 
INFO! AMEMBASSY LONDON ~ 

OLA. 

CENCSTRIKE- 


CONF IDEN TI A LiLAGOS: 8673 
SUBJECT# AIR! ATTACK: ON! OfL: INSTALLATION 
REF’ LAGOS 8397: 

DIA. FOR DIACOs CINCSTRIKE: FOR: STRU2HC 
JOINT: STATE/DEFENSE! MESSAGE 


10 SHELL*BP. HAS: INFORMED: UK: DEFATT. ‘THAT: TWO: SMALL: 
BIAFRAN: AIRCRAFT - ‘STRUCK! FLOW: STATION: OF: SHELL BPS: 
OWEH! OIL! FIELD» LOCATED: TS:MILES: EAST OF 'UGHELLIN. IN’ 
MIDWESTERN STATE» 24 ‘SEPTEMBER. AT: 1220: PMc ACCORDING: 
TOMREPORTs °24: ‘ROCKETS: FIRED! BUT ‘ONLY ‘ONEVHIT: TARGET» - 
CAUSING: MENOR: -DAMAGE!: WHICH: EASILY REPARABLE® SHELL=BP 
PLEASED: WITH! EFFECTIVENESS: OF! PASSIVE: ‘DEFENSE: ‘MEASURES: 
WHICH! PROBABLY: (PREVENTED! MUCH: GREATER DAMAGE’ ‘MEASURES: 
-ENCLUDE: “CAMOUFLAGED. SANDBAGGINGs»: REINFORCED! CONCRETE: | 
WALLS: AROUND: SOME! EQUIPMENT AND: EXPOSED! ‘CONCENTRATION: 
OF! DECOY*:DUMMY PIPINGo: 


Re COMMENT s THIS” Is: FIFTH: “KNOWN: AIR: ATTACK! ON: OTL: 
INSTALLATIONS» OF: WHICH: FOUR: ON. SHELL = °BP» ONE: ON: GULF 5. 
ALL! INI: MIDWESTERN. STATE OWEH 1s: RELATIVELY: SMALL! OTL: 
FYELDI'WITH: POTENTIAL! ‘Gre 250 O00: ‘BARRELS! PER’ ‘DAYS. EVACUATED! 
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FM AMEMBASSY* LAGOS’ 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9198 — 
INFO: AMEMBASSY ADJIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY COTONOU: 
RUDTCRXAMEMBASSY: LONDON 3999 
AMEMBASSY OSLO: 
AMEMBASSY QTO’ 
AMEMBASSY PARIS: 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
USMISSTON. GENEVA 
USMISSION USUN NY 


CINCSTRIKE 

DIA 

AMCONSUL: IBADAN’ UNN 
AMCONSUL KADUNA UNN 


BT aad 
cONF IDENT I A Li! LAGOS. 8639 


SUBUs NORWEGIAN. ATTITUDES: ON: NIGERTA 


[2 ERIKSON» NORWEGIAN CHARGE: DETAILED HERE DURING. - fe 
TEMPORARY ABSENCE’ NORWEGIAN: AMBASSADOR» CALLED ON: US FOR pt 
BRIEFING ON SITUATION IN: WESTERN: STATE» IN’ COURSE SUBSEQUENT 


WIDE= eRANGING DISCUSSION» ERIKSON: (WHo ALSO: HEAD: OF: AFRICA’ 
DIVISION» NORWEGIAN 

FORNMINISTRY} TOLD US BASIC: NORWEGIAN 

POSITION ON RELIEF AND: OBSERVER: FORCES: ‘CONTAINED IN: NORDIC 
DECLARATION AT REYKJAVIK 


2e ERIKSON SAID NORWEGIANS FAIRLY WELL: QTE OUT FRONT ‘UNQTE 


CONFIDENTTAL 


LA 


4j 


Department of State wey pep ann 


CONFIDENTIAL 
PAGE 2 LaGOS 98639 26,8262 


BY INDICATING THEIR WILLINGNESS: SUPPLY PERSONNEL: FOR (MILITARY) 
OBSERVER FORCE» SHOULD’ It BE' NEEDED 7F THERE’ CEASE sFIREe 

HE SAID OBSERVERS WOULD. BE ‘DRAWN! FROM UNITS: ALREADY MARKED 

FOR UN PEACEKEEPING DUTIES. 


30 ERIKSON {PROTECT} ALSO: SAID: HIS GOVT READY SUPPLY 
PERSONNEL! TO FACILITATE! [CRC RELIEF FLIGHTS» BY ACTING 
ASNEUTRAL INSPECTORS». VERIFYING MANTFESTS» ETC+ HE 

SAID» QTE: SPEAKING PERSONALLY UNQTEs HE THOUGHT ‘THIS COULD 
INCLUDE. NORWEGIANS ON BOARD: AIRCRAFT INTO: ENCLAVEs IF THAT 
WERE’ AGREED TO BY BOTH’ S{DESo (COMMENT® ON: THIS POINT 
ERIKSON GAVE IMPRESSION: HE: WOULD! BE PREPARED MAKE’ SUCH: 
RECOMMENDATION TO GON IF! RELIEF: FLIGHT ISSUE REACHED’ STAGE 
WHERE! SUCH A ROLE: THEIR’ PART BE HELPFUL: AND’ POSSIBLE® } 

40 WITH! REFERENCE POSSIBLE SIMILAR CANADIAN ASSISTANCE: 

ON' RELIEF: FLIGHTS» ERIKSON OPINED: THAT IT GOOD" FOR GON: TO-QTE 
HAVE’ COMPANY UNQTE IN TAKING: STEPS: me) TRY TO IMPLEMENT RELIEF. 
FLIGHTS» AND POSSIBLY FULFILL OBSERVER ROLE: IN IBOLAND AS’ 
ENVISAGED: IN FMG PEACE! PROPOSALS, [efes TO: REASSURE IB0 
POPULATION FMG WOULD: NOT COMMIT QTE: GENOCIDE: UNQTE: OR ‘HOSTILE. 
ACTS: TOWARD CIVILIANSs GP3° 

OLSON: 

BT 


CONFIDENTIAL: 


Bae ie Date NB | 


3, 


cms ag 
secckoe sd? ae 


ZZ Jo MBE Re 


| Departme seacg TELEGRA 


bP ED TA Teg 


‘UNCLASSIFIED! 125: 


PAGE! 0} LAGOS ORG 14. gs REL SEE 


{are 
ACTION: AF! 18 | ape Ed 
“2 INFO-OCT" a] sEUR: 17¢Ci AE! 99400DE! 604 JEM: 049H! 08s INR 871! B3+NGRE! 004. 
NSC: 199P’ B37RSC! O1sPRS! 01 sS8:20,USIA, 12470: 132KC0A, L6eUPW' Bl» 
49/1365: 


OE eee ie 


UCF OS+NIC: Oto 


PR 2610402. SEP: 69: 
FM! AMEMBASSY LAGOS: oes we . 
RY. TQ SECSTATE WASHOC PRIORITY diab: Ce eG er ae 

» INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON - Atos 


AS SE REE 


SF LEER ETL sot SGN 


en bee 
pee Ost Yaak 


“‘UNCLAS .LAGOS: 8614: 


Se 3 at 


Se aoa 


- SUBJECT1 GOWON™ STATEMENT’ ON: UNREST IN WESTERN STATE: We. WAT hog 


ee 
eee tT 
. 


me, 
eet 
taoes ss, 


de FOLLOWING: IS: TEXT ‘OF! STATEMENT BY ‘HEAD: OFF MG, - GOWON» ON: 
SITUATION IN. WESTERN: STATE»: UNNECESSARY ‘WORDS: OELETED? 
Ae HEAO OF: FMG AND! ‘COMMANOER’ IN CHIEF: ‘OF! ARMED: ‘FORCES: ‘HAS! : 
NOTED WITH OEEP: CONCERN: WAVES: ‘OF: LAWLESSNESS‘ ANO’ TERROR: INVOLVING 
~ UNPROVOKED ATTACKS''ON: INNOCENT “CIVILIANS: ANO: SOME: LAW ‘ENFORCEMENT: 
AGENCIES’ IN’ WESTERN: STATE! DURING: PAST: WEEK’e. WELFARE: OF/-ORDINARY: 
MAN’ ANO: SAFETY OF!-HIS: PERSON AND: PROPERTY’ Is: ‘PRIMARY’ peed Gee hae B 
RESPONSIBILITY: ANY GOVERNMENT s IN: -PURSUANCE! ‘OF: QUTY TO! 1G ae 


RESOLVE: OR: MEET’ LEGITIMATE! GRIEVANCES. ‘OF! THE PEORLEs 
THIS: CAN’ ONLY: BE! DONE». HOWEVER’ JFI:SUCHIGRIEVANCES:: ARE! 
BROUGHT: TO: ATTENTION'-OF! GOVERNMENT: IN: A: PROPER" MANNER 
WITHOUT’ ‘RESORT TO: ACTS! ‘OF! LAWLESSNESS* * 
Be HEAD'<OF: EMG’ AND!:COMMANDER® [N: ‘GHTER OF! ARMED: FORCES HAS 
@IVEN! ENSTRUCT IONS: “TON SECURITY FORCES : TO” INCREASE! THEIR! 
SURVEILLANCE! AND! TO: “‘ENSURE:SAFETY: ‘OF ALL! CITIZENS: Ni AFFE! TE! 

el) oo AREAS* ALLUPERSONS! ARE! THEREFORE, URGED! To: COOPERA’ eine 
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CONF IDENT I A L'USUN 3233: 
RE’ NIGERIAS BIAFRA 


BEING: SEATED: AT SECYYS: DINNER: LAST’ NYGHT: FOR OAU ‘FONMINS: 
“ BETWEEN: ‘FONMIN ‘USHER: OF: IVORY. COAST (AN: “OLD: ‘PERSONAL: 
tated FRIEND?) AND- ‘COMMISSIONER. FOR: EXTERNAL” AFFAIRS: ARIKPO 
OF: NIGERT As. I ‘HAD? AN: ‘OPPORTUNITY: ‘TO: “TALK: ‘TO: EACH: See* 
ARATELW: -AND: PRIVATELY RE’: ‘SITUATION: IN NIGERTA« 


USHER: EXPRESSED VIEW THAT) DESPITE: APPEARANCE ‘TO CON- 
TRARYs ‘THERE: ARE REAL: POSSIBILITIES: ‘OF :MOVING © TOWARD: 
SETTLEMENT DURING: COMING: ‘MONTHS 6 » THOUGHT ‘PSYCHOLOGICAL: 
- MOMENT MIGHT COME: AROUND CHRISTMAS: TYME AND HOPED. | 
FRIENDS OF: BOTH! SIDES WOULD: URGE! THEM TO: EXTEND FOR” | 
; SEVERAL: WEEKS: THE. USUAL! THREE s “DAY” ‘CHRISTMAS: ‘CEASEFIRE « 
EN. MEANTIME: ‘HE’: -HOPED:: (MEDIATION: ‘COULD! ‘PROCEED: ‘MORE: ACe. 
/i) TIVELY ‘HE: WAS’ CATEGORICAL! IN: ASSERT ING: THAT ‘BIAFRANS 
ARE! NO: LONGER: SEEKING INDEPENDENCE: BuT WOULD: BEY ‘SATIS* 
FIED! WITH: A. ‘CONST DERABLE' ‘MEASURE! OF: AUTONOMY WITHIN’ A 
NIGERIAN: CONFEDERATION® “HE: RETURNED: TO THIS. POINT: -SEV«- 
ERAL! TIMES» ‘HE: :SAID: THAT’ HE! DID: NOT BELTEVE THAT 
ANYONE! “CONTEMPLATES. PLACING: AN’ ITEM: ON: BIAFRA.'ON THE: (UN. 
GAs AGENDAs THOUGH! :HE: seabed he THER rE ae! FREQUENT, 
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OCCASIONS: ‘TO: REFER! TO. PROBLEM). PARTICULARLY ITs: HUMAN»: 
I TARTAN: ASPECTS». IN ‘COURSE! OF: GA: DEBATES*. 


ARIKPO! WAS: SOMEWHAT: LESS: HOPEFUL) ABOUT’ PROSPECTS. ‘FOR 

AN. EARLY SETTLEMENT ® ‘HE! ALSO’ BELIEVED THAT ULTIMATE: 
SOLUTION LAY: IN!-A: SUBSTANTIAL: MEASURE OF AUTONOMY FOR’ 1B0. 
REGIONS THOUGH’ THIS: COULD: CERTAINLY: NOT INCLUDE: PROVIS=- 
TON FOR A “SEPARATE! ARMY® ON: OTHER ‘HAND. HE! EXPRESSED 
STRONG: :DOUBT THAT PRESENT BIAFRAN. LEADERSHIP! COULD: COME: 
TO: A SETTLEMENT: ALONG: THESE: LINES. ANn: THEREFORE: WAS: | 
CLEAR! IN. STATING: THERE! WOULD! HAVE: TO: BE: CHANGE! IN: THAT 
LEADERSHIP. BEFORE: THERE: ‘COULD: BE’ PEACE® HE: OF! COURSE: 
URGED! THAT. PROBLEM: BE: DEALT WITH EXCLUSIVELY IN} OAU). | 
FRAMEWORK: AND! NOT BE! RAISED! IN-.ANY WAY: IN:‘UN!.GAe GPe4e 
Yost” 
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USUN: NEW YORK 1223° 
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SUBt. POSSIBLE UN CONSIDERATION: OF: NIGERIA ieee 
_ fle ee ede 

REF2 STATE 133458 (NOTALAV LAGOS 7199 (NOTAL) 


te RECENT’ CONTACTS. WITH’ UPPER= MIDDLE: LEVELS: OF MINEXTAFF! 
(DIVISHRL: HEADS) INDICATE! THERE: 1s! CONTININUING CONCERN: NO 
FMG THAT NIGERIAN QUESTION: MAY BE! RATSEDi'DURING: CURRENT: UNGA « 


2e ACTING HEAD OF INTERNATIONAL! DIVISION: (UN: AFFAIRS). SATO. 
FMG: HAD REPORT FROM. THE! HAGUE: THAT ‘DUTCH! ‘QTE: MIGHT BE: ‘CONSIEDER®: 
ING. UNQTE: RAISING: THE: NIGERIAN: QUESTTONs BUT ‘THOUGHT - THAT hy 
WOULD: BE’ LIMITED: TO: ‘STATEMENTS: ‘ON: NIGERIAN’ WAR? IN: OPENING: 
STATEMENT. BY” LEADER GON DELEGATIONs 
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EM WHEN INFORMED: OF! STATEMENT: ‘BY ZAMBIAN: FOREIGN MINISTER 
IN: GAs EXTAFFi OFFICERS: THOUGHT ‘THIS WOULD: REPRESENT: LIMIT 
OF: EXTENT. TO! WHICH: ‘MATTER! WOULD; BE'.BROUGHT BEFORE: GAe- 


ho’ ‘NOTWITHSTANDING ABOVE: REACTIONS EXTAFF:. APPEARS: EDGY: ABOUT: 
POSSIBILITY NUMEROUS: ‘STATEMENTS: ON: ‘CTVIL! WAR: ‘DURING: OPENING: DAYS 
OF' SESSION, BUT ‘DO: ‘NOT RPT NOT FORESEE FORMAL! INSCRIPTION’ ‘OF: 
NIGERTAN ITEMi:ON. pee NO Re. THEY: Ree HOMEY Ee SOMEWHAT. NERVOUS:, 


FORMAL “NOTICE BEING TAKEN! OF: NIGERIAN’ PROBLEM. 


5's EXTAFF. OFFICERS i NQU{RED: IF ANY: CHANGE: IN OUR POSITION - 
AND: WERE TOLDi WE! :HAD: NOTED: UNSYG#s: REMARKS AT AODIS# “THAT ‘WE: 
HAVE! SAID. ‘WE: SUPPORT’ OAUi EFFORTS: SOLVE: ‘PROBLEM, - AND:, THERE: ‘NO: 
MENTION: ‘OF: NIGERTA. IN: PRESTDENT NIXON'S: ADDRESS: TO: GAe  GPe =3 
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To ios Department of State 


’ O . : ; 
TScAINFO.-: PARIS, LONDON, LAGOS, “LIBR EVILLE, LUSAKA, 
. DAR« ES-SALAAM, US MISSION GENEVA, USUN NEW 
YORK, KINSHASA DEPT, PLEASE PASS COPY AID 


FROM: Amembassy ein a, . | DATE: Sept. 25, mae 
’ - : . C4 6 
SUBJECT : Biafran Refugees in Ivory ‘Coast « Curstent Developments _ 
: rie inves c 3 
oa 34 REF ee State 68828, idan 2330° i+; ee i 
NSH Pen ames i 
ve (ee a SUMMARY eo > 4 
| | a ee ere ; 


Relief activities iss Biafran refugees in Ivey ‘Cdast have recently 
stepped up, witha renewal of flights bringing in Biafran children, 
the launching of a UN program for adult refugees, and the activa- 
‘tion of the Ivoro~Biafran Friendship Society. The new publicity 
given these activities may be intended to underline the humanitarian 
eee of Wwery | Coast's aueport for Biafra. 


fae Refugee Children 


' The long suspended airlift: of Biafran refugee children to Ivory _ 
Coast resumed on September 18, with the arrival of 60 children from 
Libreville on board the usual Order of. Malta DC-3. According 
to ‘Abidjan. and Libreville press reports, a special planecrew wns 
made available by President Bongo of Gabon when the regular ‘plane 
commander fell ill, The 60 children, according to the press, had 

been receiving medical treatment for the Poe month at the. Fr énch 

mnLtery noepaeys in Libreville. 


The resumption of the. airlift was made: possible by the completion 
: of the. shelter at Yamoussokro, President. Heaph oct poteay: so 
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~ home town, A further 90 children are reportedly expected in the 
ae , next few weeks, which would bring the total number of Biafran children 
7” in aa Coast shelters up to about 910. aa 


Th the area of elder youth, Ivory Coast took on 29 Biafran students: 
: ate : ‘ front! .Congo (K)'s.Louvanium University for the summer vacation; 
EM ae: an allowance of about $100 each was granted to Abidjan University 
_ for. their keep. 


“2. Adults ; 


The. pr Sbiem of adult Biafran refugees is an increasing one, The 

Biafran National Union (see Abidjan A-40 of February 10) has recently 
~. estimated that there are some 6, 000 Biafrans living in Ivory Coast, — 
< including. i ‘000 men, 2,000 women, and 3, 000 children under 12, 
es “g . These include Ibos Silo: were in Ivory Coast prior to Biafra's declara~ 
os tion of independence, and others who have. come in from other countries 
‘since because of Ivory Coast's recognition of Biafra. As the war 
continues, they are encountering increasing problem of documentation, 
employment, ‘relief, education, and the like. 


3 United Nations Refugee Program 


One of the first organizations. to ‘become involved with the refugee 
4 problem was the local office of the United Nations. The following infor- 
~ mation was obtained on a confidential basis from Hans EHRENSTRALE 
(protect), Resident Representative of the United Nations Development 
fund. 


. Biafran refugees have been appealing to the United Nations for assistance 
since April 1968, and the total number who have r equested assistance 

= ‘is now about 180. The UN High Commission for Refugees has to date 

ads -. made available to the local UN office a total of $1,500 for’ assistance, 

| Rageee eee “}, .of. which all but $200 has been spent. Since the High Commission had 

Pa ere ers specified that its funds should be disbursed through a local.voluntary . ee 

| ‘ 4 ie or official agency, the local UN office has been trying to. find a local 

| oe ee ae “channel for the relief, in the meantime disbursing aid itself on an 

om emergency basis. Discussions with the President of the Ivorian Red 


cee Cross, Aimé BAROU, with Ivorian Foreign Minister Arsene Assouan . oe : 
Pee eS USER: cand with President pCUpeeU eta rien led to no concrete 

ce oh or results. . 
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eur NIGERIAN. PRESS. ROUNDUP SEPTEMBER: 24 


lo WARS MOST PAPERS: ‘CARRY: EMG» PRESS. RELEASE: THAT NIGERTAN 

AIR: FORCE: HAS MOUNTED ° BIG: AIR OPERAT TON: WHOSE: OBJECTIVE: 1S QTE: 
TO! CARRY OUT ATTRITION MISSIONS ON ULITeIHTALA UNQTEe RELEASE ~ 
ALSO STATED THAT ‘OPERATIONS BEING CARRIED OUT AGAINST ‘NEW: 
REBEL: AIR STRIP NEAR ‘UGA. 


26 ZIK3s EVENING SEPT 232 ZIK: MADE: PRE*RECORDED: TV AND@™ 
RADIO .QTE BROADCAST TO’ NATION: ‘UNQTE* REVIEWED HIS VISIT 
TO: ALL: TWELVE. STATES POINTING TO FREEDOM: .OF: MOVEMENT 

- AND SECURITY ENJOYED BY 1B0S IN ALL! PARTS. OF FEDERATION® 
CALLED ON ALL: 1B0S QTE WANDERING IN RUSH UNQTE: TO: COME: 
QUT’ AND. QTE JOIN ME IN FREEDOM UNOTE. ANNOUNCED HE WOULD: 
LEAVE: FOR, LONDON ‘SOON TO WIND UP HIS AFFAIRS: THERE AND' 4 
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THEN RETURN PERMANENTLY TO: NIGERTAo SEPT 23..ZIK: PAID. FIRST 
VISIT SINCE RETURNING TO NIGERIA TO HOMETOWN OF. ONITSHAe 
Z1K. REPORTEDLY GIVEN BIG WELCOME ON ARRIVAL: IN’ ONITSHA BY 
QTE: MORE THAN 3060 IBOS: UNQTE. NOW RESIDENT IN TOWN» SIX 
HUNDRED OF WHOM STATED TO: BE’ TRADERS. 


Be WESTERN STATES RIOTS IN VARIOUS LOCATIONS: NEAR IBADAN 
CONTINUE FOR EIGHTH STRAIGHT DAY WITH VILLAGERS AMBUSHES: 

OF: POLICE UNITS AT AKUFO: AND’ TWO: OTHER VILLAGES AND ENSUING 
RUNNING BATTLED REPORTED AS LASTING NINE HOURS » IN COURT HEARTNG 
OF? PERSONS ARRESTED. DURING EARLIER RIOT AT MONIYAs POLICE 
INTRODUCED CONFESSIONS: BY TWO OF ACCUSED WHICH STATED. : 

THAT VILLAGERS HAD BEEN GIVEN DIRECTTVES NOT TO PAY THEIR: 

TAXES: BY. TWO IBADAN LAWYERS» RICHARD AKINJIDE AND CHIEF Me 
AGBAJE (EX+NNOP POLITICIANS» BOTH OF WHOM HAD BEEN iN 

DETENTION FOR: ALLGED INVOLVEMENT _ IN: RIOTS EARLIER THIS 


“ YEAR)« MOST PAPERS REPORT THAT MILGOV BENUE® PLATEAU! STATE 


SAID IN ATRPORT INTERVIEW BEFORE’ DEPARTURE FOR LAGOS TO 
ATTEND. SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL (SMC) MEETINGs THAT 
CONTINUING RIOTS IN WEST QTE: NOTHING SHORT OF: REBELLION 
UNQTE AND URGED STATE AUTHORITIES TO QTE DEAL. RUTHLESSLY 
UNQTE WITH THOSE RESPONSIBLE®e ADDED. THAT IF STATE GOVERNMENT 


“UNABLE TO COPEs FEDERAL: GOVERNMENT SHOULD INTERVENEs SAID: 


THAT UNREST IN WESTERN STATE GAVE REBEL REGIME: IN BIAFRA 
QTE: FALSE HOPE UNQTEs BUT EXPRESSED OPTIMISM THAT THTS 
CRISIS ONLY TEMPORARY SETBACK WHICH WOULD. SOON BE OVERCOME. 
MILGOV SOUTHEASTERN STATE QUOTED BY TIMES: AS SAYING: ON 
ARRIVAL: IN._.LAGOS FOR SMC: MEETING: THAT MILGOV WEST HAD. 
QTE: DONE HIS BEST TO ‘CONTROL SITUATION UNQTE: AND CALLED: ON 
ALL: NIGERTANS» ‘PARTICULARLY. PRESS: NOT TO. SAY QTE ‘THINGS CAPABLE. 
OF WORSENING SITUATION: UNOTE® PILOTs NEW NIGERIAN, EXPRESS 
AND:. SKETCH ALL CARRY EDITORIALS ON. WESTERN STATES: SITUATION’. 
EXPRESS STATES THAT LT: Ts: OTE: VOICE: OF PEOPLE: UNQTE SINCE: 
IT NETTHER CONTROLLED BY’ GOVERNMENT oR ANY FOREIGN. 
INTERESTS DECLARES THAT. THERE: ARE: POSSIBILITIES THAT 


| SPECIAL: TRIBUNAL: OF: INQUIRY SUCH’ AS EXPRESS. CALLED: FOR’ 


SEPT 23» WILL: BESET UP AND APPEALS: TO ALL! WESTERNERS. 


0: QTE: MINCE. NO’ WORDS AND: WASTE: NO TIME: UNQTE: IN STATING 


EXACTLY WHAT THEIR: GRIEVANCES ARE »o INVITES ALL": TO: WRITE: ; 
TO: EXPRESS UNTIL SUCH INQUIRY MIGHT BE SET UP» NEW NIGERIAN: % 
FLATLY STATES: THAT IT OBVIOUS THAT WESTERN: STATE: ADMINISTRATION. 


‘NO: LONGER: IN: CONTROL AND THAT Na es HAS ANY. MORE: CONFIDENCE. 
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IN THE. PRESENT ADMINISTRATION TO: COPE WITH ITS RESPONS{= 
BILITIES*» STATES. THAT FMG HAS TWO ALTERNATIVES’ QTE 
ELIMINATE UNOQTE RESTIVE PART OF POPULATION OR REMOVE 
ADMINISTRATIONe DECLARES THAT IN: NIGERIA IT NOT USUAL: 

FOR PEOPLE IN POSITIONS oF RESPONSIBILITY TO: QTE OWN UP: 

BY RESIGNINGeoeBUT IN THIS INSTANCE: TT WOULD BE: BEST IF 
BRIiGs ADEBAYOS ADMINSTRATION WERE TO BE REMOVED UNQTEo 
CALLS ON ADEBAYO TO REQUEST GOWON TO QTE: REASSIGN HIM TO: 
OTHER DUTIES UNQTEs PILOT STATES THAT TIME: HAS COME TO 
SPEAK TRUTHe IN 1962 FEDERAL! GOVERNMENT DISSOLVED WESTERN a 
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY BECAUSE: OF: FIGHT: IN HOUSE’ AND: NOT A. SINGLE 
PERSON WAS KILLED. THEN: WHEN RIOTS: BROKE OUT AFTER: 1964: — 
WESTERN ELECTIONS WITH: MANY PEOPLE KILLED» POLICE AND: 

ARMY ATTACKED BY VICILTANS: AND MUCH PROPERTY’ BURNED» 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DECLINED TO INTERVENE» STATES THAT 
RIOTS. CONTINUED UNTIL. FINALLY ENDED BY.1966 COUP 
OVERTHROWING CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT» DECLARES THAT IT IS 
PILOTS BELIEF THAT IF STATE. OF. EMERGENCY HAD BEEN 

DECLARED IN 1964s THERE MIGHT HAVE: BEEN NO: COUP» NO: 
KILLINGS IN THE NORTH AND’ NO CIVIL! WAR TODAY o STATES ; 
THAT FOR THESE: REASONS» PILOT BELIEVES THAT FMG- SHOULD 
STEP IN IMMEDIATELY IN: NOT ONLY WEST BUT IN ANY STATE: 
WHERE RIOTS BREAK OUT TO SUCH EXTENT THAT: IT SUGGETS 

BREAK DOWN OF: ORDERe SKETCH: EDITORT Aj’ TRACES: CAUSE: OF 
RIOTS NOT TO: UNWILLINGNESS. TO PAY TAXES: BUT RATHER TO 
POLITICIANS AGITATING FOR CREATION OF ANOTHER STATE’ IN WEST’ 
WHO. BELIEVE THEY HAVE BACKING OF. QTE! CERTAIN MEMBERS OF: 
ARMED .FORCES AND POLICE: UNQTE AND: WHO ARE, BENT ON 

DISCREDi TING WHOLE: OF MILITARY ADMINISTRATIONe WARNS 

SMC: THAT IF RIOTERS SUCCEED: IN WEST» THEY HAVE! QTE: MADE 
DENT ‘UNGTE. IN MILITARY - ADMINSTRATION OF WHICH WEST ONLY: 
PART AND WILL GIVE QTE: UNFORTUNATE: EXAMPLE YO OTHER. STATES: 
POTENTIAL: ANARCHISTS: ‘UNQTE®o RECALLS RECENT QTE: SUBTLE. 
CAMPAIGN UNQTE: FOR RESTORATION OF. CIVILIAN RULE: AND: STATES 
“THAT- QTE ALTHOUGH. POLITICS BANNED» POLITICIANS» AS' SUCH» 
ARE! NOT UNQTE®s SAYS IT IS. THESE POLITICIANS» ‘NOT 

FARMERS» WHO FEAR THAT THEY FACE OTE UNCERTAIN FUTURE: 
UNQ@TE: BUT THEY ARE: USING FARMERS AS INSTRUMENTS * ASKS: 
WHYs IF POLITICIANS: HAVE GENUINE CASF» THEY DONT: STATE 

17s SINCE WESTERN GOVERNMENT HAS: QTE! RECORD: OF SYMPATHETIC: 
CONSIDERATION AND PATIENT LISTENING UNQTE. 
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SUBJ: Nigeria--Relief Survey 
1. Summary: Especially critical need for data exists 
in wake public, Congressional frustration over conflicting 
reports situation in enclave, stalemate relief proposals 
and impact possible ICRC phaseout from enclave as well as _ | 
oe : . FMG side. In attempt to give more precise figures to 


dimensions of problem, U/CE planning approx fee week 


survey both sides of Lines commencing end Sept. to be con 


ducted by U/CF stafé with outside assistance from food; 
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medical,. logistical specialists. Amb. Ferguson to 


join for portion visit FMG perimeter, with possible 


brief visit to enclave as well. 

2. Survey should permit not only more precise calcula- 
tion dimensions of etaryabion. with probable short and 
long range trends, but more importantly indfcate whether 
additonal techniques exist, short of peace, to augment, 
enhance eiactiviny of relief SPS CEL PUELON, On FMG 
side, survey will focus on learning more about fringe 
areas north, northwest Port Harcourt; salient into 


Umuahia; interior Enugu-Abakalili ~Afikpo-Okigwi rectangle. 


Will also. attempt visit areas west of Niger R. vic Agbor/ 


evenness food distribution, who is getting food, status. 
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distribution system, including transport. Survey 

could provide basis for possible revised estimate - 
minimum quantities /mix imovted food wndrneater nes to 


meet subsistence requirements. 


3, Dewey, U/CF staff will supervise survey and make com- 


plete circuit FMG side, Hasten to fill logistics special-. 


ist slot on team, with AID Lagos to furnish food specialist(s) 


for key portions of trip (Adler consulted in Washington 


-and concurs). It is hoped Nan Frederick, AID Washington, 


can join for all or portion of trip to augment reporting . 

‘function. Within Biafran enclave, U/CF will reinstate | 

surveillance none eto on of about Sept. 29 with Dawson/ 

Eeeuae shuttling from Sao Tome.. Ferguson with Dewey, and/or. : 

Davidson, pis medical peeslaiiee. expect to enter en=— : 
‘also 


‘clave later in October. Me etteiae add food/mutri tion 
“specialist, e.g., Miracle. 
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Sept. 28 - Dewey arrives Lagos 1135 AM 
via PAA 150 
Sept. 30 = Depart for Port Harcourt 
Sept. 30-Oct 3 = Visit Port. Harcourt area 
Oct. 3 - Depart overland for Uyo, if not 
possible overland, fly to Calabar 
Oct. 3-5 - Visit Uyo, Ikot Ekpene areas 
Oct. 5 - Launch from Oron to Calabar 
Alternate, if necessary to fly P. H. to Calabar: 
Oct. 3-5 - Launch,from Calabar, visit Uyo, 
“Ikot. ene area 
Oct. 5 - Return Calabar; fly back to Lagos 
. Oct. 5 or 6. 
Oct. 7 - Depart for Enugu (hopefully on 
special flight with Amb. Ferguson) 
Oct. 8-11 -- Concentrate on Enugu, Abakaliki, 
Afikpo, Okigwi perimeter, also 
south toward Umuahia. 
Oct. 11 . - Return Lagos via special flight, 
oor or proceed overland to Calabar 
for flight to Lagos, or proceed 
overland to Lagos, stopping in 
_ Agbor/Asaba area 
Oct. 13-19 = Visit Fernando Po through Douala, 
also 2-3 day visit to enclave via 7 i 
Libreville. san OE 
‘Oct. 20 - = Be back in Geneva: for possible ao 
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developments there. 
5. Letter to be delivered /Rewd@epenhene advising of 
proposed visit. (text in septel) Request you consult 
with Omo-Bare, laying groundwork for appropriate passes 
sésthae team may proceed as soon as possible following 
Dewey's arrival. Passes should also-include authority 
. for still and motion picture photography (FYI justifica- 
tion being enormous value few pictures taken somewhat 
furtively in pase have been in coordination, education, 
liaison function; of various officers concerned with — 
Nigerian relief; can be especially useful documenting 
present situation, also provides opportunity tell story 
of good work being done FMG side in response to concern ae 
End FYI oe 
for war victims). Please advise if. Lagos able to: provide 
photographer, or. ie this should be included. in one of. : 
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team slots. | a bas | 
6. We are aware adverse impact non-availability charter 
aircraft has on scheduling. Would hope FMG flight might 
be available for particularly inaccessible stop - - Enugu-- 
for Ferguson's part of survey. Will discuss here with 
Arikpo. 
7. Would appreciate Embassy/AID comments, suggestions. 
o _ | | Pee cael aah RICHARDSON. . 
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Conversation on the Nigerian War Between Soviet 
Ambassador and British High Commissioner 


a6! 


ial ; ep) ae 
The British High Commissioner, Sir Leslie Glass (protect 3 has ‘passed 


to the Embassy a record of a conversation with the SovietAmbassador, . 
Alexandr I. Romanov, which took place in early August. Romanov’ brought 
Sir Leslie a personal letter of good wishes from Lev Mendelevick, the 
deputy to the Soviet Ambassador to the United Nations, whom Sir iLeslie 
had known well during his recent assignment in the U.N. Romandy said 
that on Mendelevich's recommendation, he was talking to oe Leslie very 


frankly. 


He expressed his opinion that there was “not the slightest chance” of 
a negotiated settlement of the war at present and.that the only possi- 
ble hope of a solution in the foreseeable future was a military 
victory for the FMG. He said the Soviets were giving the FMG what it 


asked for but complained that the FMG was extremely slow in putting in 
its requests and ‘pretty muddled” as to what they wanted. He said that 


he believed that the FMG, in fact, had enough weapons to finish the 
war, if they would only bring themselves to do so. He said he was not 
certain what lay behind the indecision; perhaps it was Gowon's wish 
to wage war and also try to get a peaceful political solution or 
perhaps it was due to bad command structure and lack of military 
leaders. Stating his belief that what the FMG really had to do was 
make Uli airstrip too dangerous to operate, Romanov opined that the 
FMG should make the Benin airport its forward base and concentrate 
every plane they had there so that there were always two planes 

above Uli, dropping bombs, machine-gunning the field or just creating 
apprehension by their presence. He told Sir Leslie that the “Russian 


_ radar" had spotted large numbers of planes arriving at night and he 


could not understand why the Nigerian Air Force could not do something 
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Asked if he did not think much of the trouble lay with the Egyptian 
pilots, Romanov agreed that’ the Egyptians were "no good" and said that 
the Soviets were not prepared to provide pilot themselves. He added 
that twelve Nigerians had been trained as pilots but eight of them 
were doing ground or administrative work rather than flying. He also 
said that he had made all of these points to Gowon himself and that he 
hoped Sir Leslie would also do the same. 


Romanov disclaimed "sinister motives" for Soviet support of the FMG and 

said that the Soviets believed that a breakup of Nigeria would lead to 

further divisions in Africa and eventually this would constitute a threat 

to world peace. He also said that the Chinese idea that the African 

countries were ready for revolution was nonsense because the African : 
countries did not begin to have the objective circumstances required for ie 
a "socialist revolution. " : 


When asked his opinion on how Ojukwu managed to continue the war, Romanov 
produced the standard reply--the French, Rothschild money (alluding. to 
the supposed sinister influence of world Zionism), the Catholic Church, 
Portugal and South Africa, plus funds collected by the rebels’ effective 
propaganda machinery. He maintained that Ojukwu had plenty of arms, 

some of which came up the rivers and creeks, and not by air. Ojukwu 
would never negotiate because he knew there was no future for him 
personally, even in a confederation, Romanov insisted. 


Romanov then expressed his "special worry” that the French and the United 
States would “team up" to provide extra aid to the rebels. He said he 
suspected the United States might change its policies and aid the Biafrans, 
although he said he had no evidence for this “except what he had read or 
heard in the public media. bs 


Expressing his scorn for "humaniterians," Romanov said“that the only way 
to end the suffering was to finish the war. While stating that’ he knew 
the British were furnishing a good quantity of weapons, Romanov called 
the British refusal to provide aircraft "demagogic hypocrisy. " 


came from the conversation, he felt that Romanov was "clearly fed up with 
the lack of Federal military success and was worried about world pressures 
which might develop if the war went on another year." Sir Leslie also 
said that Romanov had ended the conversation by saying he hoped they could 
talk more often and in frank terms because the next two to three months 
were rather critical. 

Comment : 

As reported in DAO message 0422 September 69, the Soviet-supplied 

radar located at Port Harcourt is capable of detecting night flights; 
however, it is not capable of plotting the correct altitude and speed of 
these flights for interception by the Nigerian Air Force's MIG 17s. ! 


vt 
Sir Leslie's comment on the conversation was that while nothing much new & 
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Romanov's statement to Sir Leslie that his "special worry” was that the 
French and United States Governments might "team up” to aid the Biafrans, 
is also of particular interest because, according to local sources, this 
is the current covert propaganda line the Soviets in Nigeria are using 
with their Nigerian contacts in order to create more suspicion of the 
United States and attempt to identify us more closely with the widely 
talked about French military aid for the rebels. 
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THAT” “FMG: CLAIMED! ‘TOUHAME! DESTROYED DCe6: -ARMS© CARRIER’ 

ON: ‘ULIE -AIRSTRIEPUNIGHT: ‘OF i SEPTEMBERI 18 (REF TEL o. ‘DELAUNEY: 
REPLIED: THAT" ‘THES CLALM WAS: “FALSEy THAT” AIRCRAFT’ ‘WHITH! EMG: 
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Ady In a two-part Figaro article, Thierry Desjardins explained 
es by the UK-USSR struggle for influence in Nigeria, discounted 
| {Ga SS, Biafran charges of "genocide", and reported on an interview 
Lie oi with General Gowon. Despite basic pro-Biafran Sympathies, 
the author has made several points seldom seen in the 
French press. (End Limited Official Use), 
A BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 
Fe 
2 The Gowon interview published in Figaro and reported in 
ve the Lagos press (reftel) constitutéd only a small part of 
/ ~ a two-part feature article on the Nigeria/Biafra war by 
ae Figaro special correspondent Thierry Desjardins which was 
a 8 carried by the paper on September 18 and 19. As the author 
oO ib notes in his introduction, Figaro had several times previ- 
we eS ously covered the conflict from the Biafran side, and now 
re & wished to balance its reporting by taking a look at the 
a a. Situation as seen from Lagos. The full text of the article 
° is attached. 
\O rad 
“ > 
a & 
a) ed i Enclosure: 
S Newsclip from 
a LeFigaro, Sept, 18, 1969 (5) 
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Genocide 


Desjardins opens his article with an examination of the 
genocide charges levelled by both sides, Genocide, he 
concludes, "does not presently exist." Both sides have 
perpetrated atrocities: the Nigerians, he Says, can supply 
a long list of examples of Biafran actions similar to that 
made available on the Biafran side, Where there have been 
massacres, he is convinced, they have been ordered by junior 
officers or non-coms, but the hatred they generate is 
nonetheless real as an impediment to reconciliation. 


Near Port-—Harcourt, Desjardins visited an Ibo refugee camp, 
at Gborokiri, Here, as in Biafra, he saw starving children 
and wretched conditions, but he credits Nigerian authorities 
with "trying to save them, " The Ibos in the camp, he adds, 
were originally from the Port-—Harcourt area. As this has 
become the non-Ibo capital of Rivers State, the Ibos have 
become "people without a country" and are fated to live as 
refugees until the war ends, 


Gowon Interview 


In approaching his meeting with General Gowon, Desjardins 
was above all seeking the answer to one question: "How do 
the Biafrans hold on?" He asked Gowon why the Nigerian 
troops have stopped advancing. Gowon first said that the 
Nigerians did not wish to raze their own country; whatever 
was destroyed by war would have to be rebuilt, This, Desjardins 
comments, is the "public version," which Gdowon followed 
with the’ "chancery version," a reminder that Nigeria pays 
cash for its arms, faces an embargo by some countries, and 
has not introduced conscription, while Biafra (according 
to Gowon) gets its arms free, 


One of Gowon's officers, Desjardins reports, told him that 
Biafra survwes by buy ing goods in "liberated areas" under 
Nigerian control, having left behind special guerilla units 
for the purpose, Arms are obtained, Desjardins adds, as 
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much from intercepted Nigerian supply convoys (especially on 
the Onitsha-Enugu route) as from outside sources, 


Asked what he could offer Ojukwu in negotiation, Gowon 
replied, "I am prepared to discuss everything. Even the 
division of our 12 states could be revised--everything, 
except Nigerian unity, We cannot sacrifice the unity of 
the Federation to the ambition of a power-hungry man," 


Listening to Gowon, Desjardins says, he could not help 
comparing him to his adversary, Ojukwu: the Biafran, 

"a sort of black Fidel Castro,* who had created a state; 
Gowon, "with the gentle smile of King Baudouin,"™ who had 
been put in power to reassure the world and his countrymen, 

a man "full of good faith and good will" but out of touch 
with the realities of Nigeria, When the time comes for 
Gowon to try the "great reconciliation" he seeks, Desjardins 
believes, those who raised him to power will seek his ouster, 


UK and USSR 


Desjardins devotes the second part of his article to the 
UK-USSR rivalry over Nigeria since the start of the civil 
war. The first Biafran victories, he notes, came in July 
1967, just after the UAR had suffered ignominioous defeat 

at the hands of the Israelis. As Biafra came to be compared 
to Israel in the world press, Nasser (and Boumedienne) 
offered Gowon fraternal assistance--according to Desjardins, 
a friendly word in Moscow. 


Gowon, though profoundly British-oriented and anti-Soviet, 
had no alternative to accepting Soviet arms in view of the 
embargo imposed by Western powers, After Soviet heavy 
weapons had made possible the successful Nigerian counter-. : 
attack of September 967, Desjardins says, the USSR suffered 
its first disappointment--Gowon still refused them the warm 
welcome they sought. At the same time, London and Washington 
suddenly became supporters of "the federal solution", 
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(Indeed, Desjardins claims that the western powers split 
"the remains of Nigeria" among themselves after the Aburi 
Conference of January 1967, when they were allegedly con- 
vinced that the Federation was coming apart, In this 
"secret little Yalta,*' Desjardins says, the UK was to take 
the North, the US the East, and Germany the West as spheres 
of influence, ) 


ee 3 


Thus the UK-~USSR power struggle began. The Soviets, Desjardins 
Says, sought to stimulate an opposition movement against 
Gowon, centered on Awolowo ("a Maoist Yoruba"). And, in 
addition, they put pressure on Gowon, Last autumn, according 
to Desjardins, the Soviets held back on badly-needed weapons 
deliveries in an unsuccessful attempt to force Gowon into 
nationalizing the oil industry. Three months later, their 
demand~--again refused--was for port facilities. Happily 

for Lagos, Desjardins continues, the Nigerians took Port 
Harcourt, with British advisers, and were better able to 
withstand USSR pressure, 


This spring, Desjardins claims, the Soviets tried to mount 

a coup d’etat in Awolowo's favor, but the attempt was 
discovered in time. Meanwhile, they had been working on the 
labor unions, notably through the NTUC, When NTUC leader 
Oteg Beye was arrested on his return from the World Communist 
Congress in Moscow, Desjardins reports, his liberation was 
forced by a Soviet threat to list Ibo Students in the USSR 
as "Biafrans". 


The "Azikiwe operation," according to Desjardins, was a 

major British counterstroke. With military operations - 

(the solution favored generally by the USSR, Desjardins notes) 
stalemated, the British emphasis on a "diplomatic solution" 
gained strength with Azikiwe's “conversion,* and the British 
are back "with their heads held high" on top of the heap in 
Lagos. (End Unclassified) 
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Comment: The Desjardins article, as its author notes, is 

an unusual effort in the French press to report the conflict 
as seen from the Nigerian side, Despite his rather uncompli- 
mentary portrayal of Gowon and critical comments on the UK 
role (and, to some extent, that of the U.S.), Desjardins 
comes across as a man trying hard to be as fair as his pro- 
Biafran sympathies permit. If nothing else, he puts the 
"genocide"charge in useful perspective and affirms Gowon'’s 
good faith--and, if only by implication, suggests that the 
expansion of Soviet influence in Nigeria is a real likelihood 
if the UK role is severely circumscribed, 
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° * Accusations pyetiegtets dans les deux camps * * ‘La 


‘Lagos, -: __septentbie, (e notre 
envoye: special.) °°. 

A> guerre’ du Biafra ‘dure 

‘ maintenant ‘depuis vingt-sept 

“mois, On a‘dit‘qu’elle ‘a fait 
deux ‘millions. de morts. Elle. en 
a certainement « fait - “beaucoup. : 
Elle a aussi totalement ‘ravagé’ un. 
grand’ morceatt ‘de. cele ancien, 
on.s’en souvient,: Pun. des: “espoirs: 
de Afrique... *Aujour@hui;-aprés:; 
le «. -Niéme'e: échec: de POrgani- 


‘sation ‘de iPUnité.. ‘africaine. a 
. Addis < Abéba,! on: parle:: de: nou- 
‘veau de la possibilité de: Négo- 


eiations, directes.. 


Pour . faire le point de la ‘situa. . 
tion, ‘établi a “plusieurs reprises 


je. me‘. suis; rendu’ en’ face’ 


jionnistes’ dans ‘la “fa: 
: ‘Nigeria uni’, > ‘était 


an A * a 
La:méme: haine 
Cependant, pour, celui ‘qui 
revient de, Lagos, Un. certain 
“nombre de” constatations s‘im- 


Bosent.. En ‘vrac,.ii est évident 
Ue :3 Te: génocida dont ona 


tant. parle’ Th! fExiste: pas’ pour 1e™: 


‘Moment: ;.une: solution’ poiiti- 


‘que, entre. Biafrais et Nigerians 
est impossibie; en ‘dépit! 


de. l‘anéantissement- ‘prévisibie 


’ pourront.. “tenir-. ~-encore--; 
-\mois, .voire- des © 


‘fait.Gowon — est- indéniable 


‘mais. n/a‘'d’égalé: que“‘ia’ fra. : 


giiité de jeur pouvoir. : 


t 


* de: ‘leur. réduit™ “ies * Biafrais: 

des. 
années ta: 
‘bonne’ foi de certains’ Fespon- - 
“sabies de ia Fédération — en. 


. 


La ‘question: du: génocide - vest 


Sans doute une deg plus diffi. ; 
» eiles :a* aborder,; méme si jis. * 


. qwa.présent:s elle; a été;<utilisée | 


i sans<pudeu; “par. les: 
les Sura 


a 


cet mfer: edecla® “jungle, ‘do-'Ja 


ho e547 des: “pluiés, “de” la "Fiavre; . 


; Ste ‘et. ‘sont,: ‘particuliére- 
: atroces et barbares. : 


‘dans des. combats —», mais, dans 


é -gilerre’ ratticide;+dans” 


' -SDes" ‘populations “ont-"subl des - 
. bombardements;”. font =7étéi -brises: 


une’ pelle ‘Suerre civits: et militai-~. 


i 


‘res se confondent. bien: souvent 


— certes des: villages ont’ été ; 
'« déplacés », des bourgadés’ ont::! 
> été: pillées ct les ‘pires. exactions j 
‘ont :été commises.".Cela: on: ne: l’a. 
Speut: étre pas ‘toujours: dit-@un +” 
cété comme de: l’autre. Ce: genre?:! 
i ‘de-conflit est la pire des choses ‘| 
| ‘qui: puisse arriver 4:des- peuples:: 
f ‘eentvoie de':développement.’»..et, 
i faut, le dire, } ‘toute, -la:sauvage . 
"rie, - a-ipeine. -oubliée,: réapparait - 


bien:ivite alors, : chez, ceux a,qui, 
- On donne des. -armes et, qwon | 
|: ‘ldehe. oa dans. les cor Crest. | 


(ete 


peut: étre ici ce“quil:y‘a: ide. plus : 
i grave. dans, Pett, arene au; Bia- 
frat a: _ oF 


‘pai Jes’. Fédéraux du: ‘célébre ; ee 


! sinistre .«- ‘Scorpion: noir's, de:la- 
'- prisé-d’Enugu; ‘on a" ‘moins parlé 
“des Exactionis “bigtraisés; “de “Pas-” 
-ySassinat: dus. ide .Calabar,:;des 
# exécutions: de personnalités “de-la 
“pégion “*de-* *Port-Harcourt::: ‘qui; 
' quand les. _Biafrais sont: arriyés, . 
“ont refusé de col'aborer,* -restant 
, fidéles. a it 


idée .do.: ‘la. Fédération, 


La liste,i1&. aussi, iest™ longue}: -le = 


| Dr’ Spiff, frtre ainé de Lac 
gouverneur -de* Etat. de 


+ le Dr ‘Fiberisima, le “Dr Ené,_ i 


ML: .Eppele;- pére. dy:-directeur : fé- 
dérali de \!’Information;,e :chef. 
Davis-Manuali. Meche ‘Entony, 
: Mas . Trembusco, etc.. Les circons- 
tances’: dé iees. “yexécutions sont- 
: towne: 14. également,” particu-. 
| Uérement atroces.. 


“on? en ‘reste: “pas, 


‘Pun? des. plusi« 


la ‘ yieille: femme: qu. 


_.~ vaconté* des dizainee é 
“comme, celui-la..- 


‘ 


Fast ‘Fédéraux, eux aussi,’ ‘pare 
‘eibat. de:.génocide. Dans: un;mou- * 
“vement de retraite,: les ‘troupes: 
biafraises, sans: doute ‘affol ne 
. par: le’ débarquement des: Pédé-” 
raux’a:Port*Harcourt, ont’ exécuté 
les:200: habitants:du: byallage ona : 


Bien::sir, ordre de :ces’ 
eres rest. Venu, .que du” 
d@officiers'' subalternes’ *« 1 
“sous: Siiclete ; ce Rest on 


* oiit | “donne “ce. 


-originaire* ‘du: ‘Benin’ ; a 
~ aes, quand. Jes: om vil »@Ojuke 


lage.-Blles:ont-déterré'Je:cor ps. du’ 
- chef -Enahoro, «le: ‘pere: AN , 
‘Enahoro* ets ‘Pont : ‘profan ) 


“quelaut es": jours “pl 
horo., me, Pa a. pas: 


: : sutiority AD 


; ov We MARA Date _| 
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fe » So aeOoera geese oe 
(lui, ae aux Biafrais;de, Se wave 

_ tailler.“en? arm Tie: mombre’!de.° 

- couveis:militai 6s [ui +yésént: ‘tome 


: ion” .des 
- dauis ‘Tiboland, aa silo 
- paru Hi , Alors; 


guerre, avon’ here guerre, ou’ 


7 3, : 
~“Gowon, "que - "pat. tres. longue. guérill peut : durer* des 


menti réucdutréet : qui, lui;, eroit 
ala: réconciliation,' sait' le ‘danger 
que présentent” “Yesprit . “de* *ven-, 
* geance: et Ta: ‘haine. Il ost sans: au- 


cut" Gites remis. 


«AD 
: nigut,ysaugy Panité: 
ousne. pouvuns. Das | ‘sa 


_ ils:ont-surtoutte 

» bile’ “de® faire co 

troupes* que. si'les réglements de 

comptes ° commencaient - ‘avant: ‘la; 

- fin des combats; *ceux-ci' se’ pro-: 

‘ longeraiént' idavantage Y encore. < ‘Le. 
aca fs 


aS*'Du: mempécher' de, le 
‘a cohié qu'il me. disait 


J ( s 
- ' nant: de® ‘libérer * “ces ;terrains: yes’ 
i fédéraux; Avaienty fait: insite 


le: rane: rule -e Ba ses” 
te .qu’aprés, ’ il:. serait’:en. THeSHES Tous? ‘les’ “dou: ‘m’ ‘ont | 
de® ‘prendre ‘les -dispositions: dra 


conicnnes: qui. simposeraiént. .. ue 


» Oful vu, ° 7? ainn'é'e « ‘dernié ore, ‘en 
grail e: tenue~ “Gowon, hicr,. ell g 


: Les’ marchés~ ont. -tous...6té: ‘row 
verts . et Feapprovisionnés, mas - 


' 


f a pe 
tions. ‘récupér eS *: sont, : dans ‘la 
majorité* des'-cas, -traitées, Conve: | 
. nablement.... wee 7 

A caté. dei ‘ PortHarcourt; 
B visiter-le; village -de: cho. 
eest’ un: “immense: ‘camp* 
, de ‘personnes. déplacées, . Jl yia 
' douze:-millé :: thos ‘et -tin: millier. 


: be et: ‘gare eomoris,: aint Jui; 
or: ‘Je+ sourire} gentil ; du}.roi?Bau-. *: 
“‘douin. . Th aime*se * ‘faire ne 


ta ! Quel: 


- de “«mal."définis>, Pour la’. plu- quel; ‘a seta qui tVatte I: 
‘ part? ‘ces pauvres «gens, avant /; Ojukwu: réé ‘un } Lae ar- 
‘ la“guerte,: vivaient “dans: cette’ ré-. | I meéc, “1x rane : A Hridue : , en: : 


1 iere“*Gowon; ui; e 
fat été vappelé "aw: . 

i) qui: sfallaits: sPASSUT eR, et. -quilyne” 
| esti cs speurscOjukwu,- lui; 
Savas plus’ utre-issive:ique* de. se: 
: quay Vader eo, Et 


a 
: gion’ méme qu’on appelle * ‘YEtat | a le 
om Rivers: et: q ‘el 


revenue Ghana? lax “tache ‘ 
. blanche ; :montre * Ne’ @. réduit ‘> 
‘-aetuel: -aur-milieu;de la: Fédération. -! 
,plagriones. ; 


| desiinge- habituae: aux: chancel 


_leries, “Les “Fédéraux: ee sited ils? ‘ne: 
io t “est. fanz: de: ae. “que. "! peuvent , rien’ faire.’ Pour.’ ‘empé- 
| notte: supériorité. soit’ écrasante, ‘ cher.cequ’ils’ aj 

> Nous: navoits’. pas procédé * ala ~ pudiquementi- Cer, € -phénoméne. 
ent,” eux ‘ conscription, ‘:Notre ,armée n'a. @osmose.:».' Owialors: ce!.'serait: 

; 'que’130. 00 shommes.- ‘En: ‘face, ils imposer : ‘le-méme: blocus: atx: ter-: 

ont | “modilisé « de’ force -tous. les , titoites ‘libérési-qu’au:- réduit,..ce 

homntes:valides.;Nos .armes, nous, ° qi interdirait. tout espoir ; Matt: 
nous tes payons: «‘cash >a: tout : 
dus 4 ns Ue ‘monde, Pérsoinie: nme’ nous: fait 
spl Ae de : cade, Ce’ 
versi- VIboland ont amém “imiposé un 
a ‘troupes : harsapeer stom 1 nous’; obligeant.. ainst - 
au -gré: des. re faites ©: aus “Soviétiques,;En:fa i + 
' WOjukwu,” ils} ont: été.) récupérés. ‘t aucune: ‘tonite seen Dine! déjaymaintenant; rentourés a 
stil be ; ‘Alo A a matelas* “‘protecteur. de"gu 
ors‘qu’on:ne “nous‘dise pas 'que — Certaines: ‘poches. des -régions:lib 
; | lesvarmes ‘ne ‘sont'pas: aon ; rées ‘sont totalement' ‘incontr 
pg aimafemeut: a: :Oju bu. ' ples ,ains} que .les toutes, 1, 
: esscntiél ‘Qnitsha. +Bhugu perme 


“nis recoivent: : 
i ; protocole’ les“ vieux chefs de: 


“Tes. ‘tepritoites.tibéré étalent 
a5 bi : 


Bo Uetaat 


1s 


Fab ignorait: ¢ ‘ce: 
{60n, ‘pays; | i 


En: fait, le front. de. la: guer: 


" ceux: -qii-Yont' tihiscé suk 
: ténteront;, de"; ii 


 gatleted hal ‘Mais.‘le‘ mio de‘'la' 
-Jdisserdi:a-un: diplomate ‘d Lagos / 
inva,’ latets 


“9, 


are eae 
be 


Aatuior ity) ; 
are ARA BD ae 


vw 


bar 


\ 


or 
Vagos os septembre. (De notre 


envoys, spécial, ) ue 


JA guerre;: ce: ‘sont ‘a. soidats - 
qui ‘se.-battent,, des: hommes 
qui meurent; ‘des populations * 


, ques: qui sé"dessinent, des fortunes’ 
itis’ set. font ou se’.défont: “Quand -. 
‘cfest ine, guerre ‘civiie, aiors, tout “ 


cela’ ‘est. exacerbé,. La ‘guerre. ‘du’ 
‘qui, a. certalnement battu oH 


5; records: Whorreur..et .de 
désespois,. est- Sans. doute: aujour- . 
-Whui' Yun des champs de ‘bataille - 


‘les ‘pius étonnants' a observer, ott _ 


s’affrontent: ‘quelqiefois” ‘par’ -per- ~ 


‘ sonnes interposées, mais bién. sou- * 


“vent. maintenant a& visage ’décou- 


vert, ‘Tes ‘grandes . pulssances, les *" 


. idéologles, les financiers. | 


Il est ‘un. fait. ‘aésormais: indé- < 
miabie : les Russes n’ont~ jamais - 
eu de chance en Afrique, Noire : 


ye Mall, = les ! Congo, ‘la* Guinée * 


? caer 


fours Vimportance- aa Je Nigeria 


a bitants, la. "Cote-d’Ivoire en’ a 


“moins de quatre. ‘Iniilions, Je. Séné. | 
‘+ matie. se::tournait-:vers.?Afrique 


‘ "gai: trois miilions.et demi. - ; 
a ‘Le ; prestige : «de; Lagos “est 


cane: d'Etat ‘avorté. © Londres. 
© Moscou décu par mH Hephant d | 
‘Iq guerre, puits: de. pétrole ef ‘pipe-line'son intacts 


qui‘souffrent; mais aussi des inté- :.’ 
ats qui: ‘se “aébattent, des politi-* 


“Les! Frangais ne savent pas tou- ™ 
a” ‘dire au. iendemain de la défaite 
" :égyptienne. . Cétalt -Pépoque. ou 
, sNasser | avalt. besoin , ‘de tout, ie 
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méme: sont pour les ‘spécialistes 

de ‘PAfrique * ‘au ‘Kremlin. ‘de* cui-.” 
sants: souvenirs, On‘ n’apas -ou- - 
“-plié'& Moscoucértaines: expulsions ; 
.de_dlpiomates, soviétiaties’ queiles ! 


. fréres africains ‘ avaient' ‘contraints : 


"2 'Se“‘déchausser* pour gagner’les | 
“Tlyouchine au retour. -Dieds, “nus, | 
par exémpie. : : : 


 Longtemps, : Moscou ‘avait’ consi- 
re véléphant de: PAfrique qu’est 
Je Nigeria comme‘ une terre ‘sans 
‘ espoir. ‘Chasse gardée de. ’Angle- 
“terre, ‘satis’ prolétariat..par trop 
.. malheureux, ssPidéologie. ‘marxiste- 
‘Jéniniste. avait: ‘peu’ de ‘chance. d’y 
‘décotivrir - beaucoup ‘':d’adeptes. 
eg’ ‘rares deaders nigériais'< de 
gauche » ‘des’ ‘ années” 1950 
‘n’avaient ‘ainsi ‘ trouve : auprés , du 
‘grand frére ni Paccueil, ‘ni surtout 
“Passistance’ quils étaient en droit 
- @espérer, La guerre allait chan- 
- Ber tout cela, 


aan, en. mat, 1967, _Ohakewu 


ie poids’ et'le. prestige | 
; d'un. Sat de'55. millions: d‘habitants ' 


“ses ‘sont de® ‘juillet: 1967, est: ae 


-imonde et, ot,: devant. Pincom- 
préhension coccidentaie;: sa‘’diplor 


“noire, On ‘ailalt:discuter:&:10.N.U. 


\énorme ‘aussi bien” a. POrganisa- du’ Moyen-Orient ; ‘ie: Nigerla’ était 


' “tion? de Punité- africaine que par- 
mr ‘les. ‘Africains “de: VO.N.U. Les 
émirs” de‘ "Sokoto~ ‘et; de. Kaduna 

. sont des ‘chefs religieux . impor: 


- .. tants..pour. Jes..musulmans. nolrs ; 


: “Hanis, ‘Ds poutralent -bien : "SOU 


3 ay 


ww nee 


“Jeg. trente -millions ; de Haoussas 
edu nord: du‘ pays, : cousins’ trés 


capabie @entrainer’ un certain 
nombre . ‘de, voix’ afticaines | :dans 
‘des’-votes importants, Trés. rapi- 


* dement d’ailieurs, on allalt’.com- 
‘parer, et queiquefois “apjuste titre, «= 


les deux:conflits ‘i:Je- ‘grand: contre 
Je ‘petit, les’ Thos | avaient “été appe-" 


‘proches* ‘des*Peuhls du: Sénégal et.‘ “és les’ juifs’ de PAfrique, le) Biafra 


"dus ‘Mall; ‘sont, un : peu ies: protec: ,_ 
“teurs ‘de: tous es riverains: du: sud 
di, ‘Sahara, Quant’ aux Nigérians 
. ud, “n’était,, Ja. question. des 


langu ; 
‘ues ‘premieres 


Pa) * ee Se er 


_ était, agressif, soutena par YOcci-, 
- dént: ‘impériaiiste. SSSR a 


Ii n’en fallalt: pas, plus pour que ~ 


Nasser, accompagné. dailleurs de. 
_ Roumedione, offre as % 


~aol e: monde: entler ‘pr saqué:re- A 


“¢Les jeux diffieiles de ‘la concurrence anglo-russe 
et Mig" . chars ef canons ape poe pour Lagos 


Afric 


déclara la sécession, il avait: pré- 


paré son coup. Depuis des semal- . 
“nes, une ‘grande’ partie-de"Yarme-- 


ment de la fédération avalt, sous 
prétexte © de: manceuyres: ‘ou de. 
‘mlses* ‘au -! : point, * Pte déplacée 
comme par hasard vers‘ia région 
de -YEst, ;L’Est: avait. aussi-,com- 
mandé un. grand mombre de: "géné- 


_° pateurs,-de vivres, de matérlels 
“qui- avaient.: quitté..Lagos -comme 


si Est -s’apprétait a tenir’ un 
siége,. Le ‘gouvernement fédéral 


ne s’était apercu de: ‘rien, Et daii-* 


leurs, .tous lés ¢ postes- clefs, “du 


-eomptable’’ a Pofficier ‘supérieur "' 


du matériel, étaient tenus par de. 


futurs Biafais.” ‘Au moment de Ja, 
déclaration - de ‘guerre, .” ‘Lagos | 
* était. ‘pris. a. froid. Les réservoirs 
a, d’essence presque vides, les,.arse-. 


naux: déserts. Les ‘troupes biafrai- 
ses entraient: sans‘ difficuité dans: 
la: région: du‘ Middie “West ‘et’ ar- 
rlvaient & moins’ de cent “kiiomé 
tres, de TABS. ‘ 


fusait: de dul vendre des's armes, ‘Seu 
Londres, et “encore bien’ a’ contre: 
cceur, lul “livrait : quelques” armes' 


‘iégéres’, et* ‘défensives.” Moscou: ‘ne’ 


se’ fit. ‘pas ‘prier. : ‘Immiédiatement, 


:-des,..< Mig’ >, des ‘chars, de’ Par-. 


tillerie: _iourde, :des;..camions, des 
jeeps..arrivérent: par pleines . car: 
gaisons. 4 Lagos, ‘C’était’en sep- 
tembre 1967, La contre-attaque fut 
efficace :.les Biafrais. furent. chas- 
sés “du: , Bénin, coupes du Came- 
roun, +’: 

C'est: “alors”: ‘que. “Jes: Russés: 
connurent:, ‘ieur,. -premiére décep-, 
tlon, ne‘ trouvant. pas. aupres. de: 
Gowon -Yaudience ‘A - laquelle’. iis 
estimaient avoir droit, Il est vrai 
qu’au - ‘méme « “moment —..cette 
étonnante partie. a@échecs: ‘est un 


ni, frére/s -, Reu;, compliquée | —: Londres’ et 


_ “devehaient “brusquement partl- 


Washington, ; soudain inguiets, re. 


ne de i ja _Sojution fédéraie, 


fle aac a) 


Page three, 


ue des points: 
ique> * Malgrs 


. Un .certain* temps, en effet, et. 
on: Pa’ ‘oublié, Ja: Grande-Bretagne : 
_ et les. Etats-Unis, :-persuadés aprés 
Ja .fameuse conférence d’Aburi 
(janvier -:1967): aun aliait ivers:: 
Péclatement* de~ ;:Rédétation,; 
avaient: ‘joué, “plu ou “moins, Ja 
carte” biafraise,'sé ‘partagéeant déja” 
ies dépouilles du Nigeria en un 
tout: petit: Yalta-:secret:. qui envl- 
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% 


sageait comme.champ d’influence: is 


‘le Nord aux Anglais, PEst aux: 


_ Américains,-lOuest'* aux  Alle- 
, mands.; La’surpretiante détermi-.. 
| nation des -Fédéraux, Varrivée des 


@Ojukwu . Jes firent changer 
davis ainsl sans.:aucun doute que: 
les ., trois: cent millions’ de: ‘Yvres’ 
sterling. @investissements britan:: 


Ce que coéte™ 
Te conflit._. 


‘on était au début de 1968 ': ore 
conflit russ0-anglais; allait .com- 
! mencer, tousles coups étant per- 
: mis. D’un cété, on avait. autour 
_ du haut représéentant® de ‘Sa’ ‘Gra- 
‘ cleuse Majesté. : Gowon. -et_ quel- 
. ques. civils ; de, Yautre,' autour ‘de 
| M. Romanov, ambassadeur ‘ de 
toutes ies Russles; M:- Awolowo, 
ministre ‘des: Finances de Gowon, 
un Yoruba" maoiste ‘et:bien'sou- 
vent délirant, M. Ya ,Kande,.son 
lieutenant fidéle; (ies deux autres 
: lieutenants d’Awolowo, MM. ‘Ena 
‘horo et Tarka ayant ‘changé de 
: camp), un ‘bon’ nombre de" mili- 
: taires et surtout les syridicalistes, 
| ‘La_ position ‘de’ :?U:R.S.S." étalt 
‘done -assez‘ curleuse, Elle’ avait, 
grace au hasard ‘des. maladresses 
occidentaies, j’occasion d’aider un 
chef d’Etat qui lul étalt hostiie et. 
s’en cachait 4 peine-:: ‘Alors’ ‘quwen: 
: Egypte, ‘par .exempie, ies .Russes.. 
troquaient ieurs:;< Mig. >. contre... 


Russes . set: .¢ertaines. - exigences 


niques dans: le: petals nigérian: iat 


une: emprise..sur. le, régime , de.. 


contrepartie: de. leur. aide,, d@ob- 
tenlr quelques . facilités’ pour 
créer une’ “opposition au ‘régime de™ 
Gowon.., C’est: la" une des Invra¥. 
; Sembiances’ de" “plus"de™ ce* conflit* 
+ Et. Gowon le. sait, ‘Aussi. Pefuse:,; 
til énérgiquement. tout: { 


: Authority mii 
ovftbhaca poe 1G 


Nasser, ‘ici, .,ils: -éssayaient,. en! 


i 


- jourd’hui, il iul’en reste: une’ 
‘rantaine de. mlilions (sept’ mil ~ 
+ -Llons-en- or, -85-en devises :conver-":- 
, tibles). Et. ii. n’a.-pas, encore. fait, 
usage: de-son ;droit-de tirage. Sur ; 
© 16:I.ML? alors* qwil pourrait..y %: 
pee -trente-cing autres ‘millions 
_ de :-livres. ;Quant A; son: économie,s, 
' pour.un spays. déchirés par. une,” 
guerre, elle reste étonnamment 
prospére : ie cacao. et iarachide - 
, ont, Pannée~ derniére, -rapporté 
i: 80 imillions: de: iivres:‘nigérianés 
1 (la-ilyre nigériane*'n’a pas; elie;::: 
“da étre ‘dévaluée:*’ comme: ‘sa ~ 
“grande: ainée). .Le ,pétroie, de: , 
janvier “& mai 69,. a" rapporté =56 ” 
-“millions ‘de _ livres. ,, Voila. qui. a: 
-permis & Gowon ‘de me dire: «.~ 
“ «Nous : Wavons avec Moscow ‘ 
. Gite .des rapports convmerciaus:* 
-Nows.;dehetons, nous “payons, “i. 
-mous livre.et cela’ ne: va-pas plus *' 
“Loin,>"Mals comme, ¢hacun. sait, 


-Moscou -est d’un... commerce dif.” 
rales Re ree pee ae cone oak 
“ Gowon dolt se. battre.pled..2° 


' i..pled pour, obtenir.squ’on lui. vende: é 
: ; ses armes, Le Kremlin, & Pau) 
: +\tomne dernier,: alors que “Gowon:} 
étalt:& court dedmiunitlons® pour: 
in iancer, un .assaut: qu’ii ‘pensait fi] 
it, mal, iui, avait fait .‘comprendre' : 
| qu'une -nationalisation des ‘pétro- ; 
; des* anglais :et’américains , facillte- 
~.rait bien -ies. choses. Ila. répondu ; 
non; . ajoutants: qu’li:-ne : jouerait.- 
pas’ “ies” ‘Mossadegh:: Trois” mois: 
- plus’ tard, des -émissaires sont re“ * 
- venus “a la’*charge, ‘On~ a: ‘parié”:. 
. cette. fois d’une base maritime a 
mise A: la;disposition de la. flotte © 
russe,» Méme ‘refus.’ Moscow’ . se! 
serait” alors .montré - menagcant. : 
Mais pour :la' pius‘ grande chance 
. de’ Lagos, ie: revirement <complet 
' ae Londres .'était. consommé,: En’ 
juin 68, Port-Harcourt avait été” 
repris. et: cette victolre ‘était, plus 
- anglaise: que soviétiqu Le. fa: 
meux “«’ Scorpion -Noir.::;° @:.colo- 
nel Adekunle’-qul,- au. dernier. 
moment, avait remplacé: Moham- 
-med Moritala, itennemi juré des 
~ Anglais, s'il avait des armes SO: 
viétiques, avait ‘surtout des .con- 
-seils, si-ce,n’est..des conseillers 
; .britanniques. Gowon..et Enahoro 
> avaient done de quoi répondre au 
chantdge ‘soviétlque: ““"""" 


¢ 


u_ printemps de 
aurait-découvert 
Pun: coup d’Etat. 
émontré & “cer: 


irétien,:qu’ils 
mis~'en . piace, 
‘ mettre’ d’ac- 
‘e:eux, jouait 
jar les Anglals 


ua.” 


__ refusant en -méme temps a parti. 
© eiper ‘ainsi. &.une nouvelle péri- 


~ .pétie du.duei russo-augiais. ‘Cette . 


; heure ne, se fit-pas.attendre, - 
| Paralléiement a son actlon dans 
. Parmée;° auprés’des jeunes ‘offi: ' 
“ elers:que’ 


- exaspére maintenant. et-dans’ies © 
“ miliewx politiques’ toujours 3,un 
“peu'mouvants, la ‘dipiomatie' ‘so- 
viétique a fait un grand effort 
: -aupras des syndicats. ‘Il’ y'a.au 
Nigeria’ deux’ :syndicats* impor- 
“tants > le U.L.C., dont le’ principal 
".dlrigeant, Alhajl Haruna Adebola, 
a falt-un, peu de.prison &: la. suite 
d'une: scandaieuse, affaire’.de sub- 
\cyentions: de ‘la C.LA,,.et<ie* N.T. 
U.C., qul,. lui, recoit ses: fonds: de 
Moscou,, publie un journal assez | 
* Wu,'« Advance »;'dont'Pimprimerie | 
Jui a été ‘offerte’ ‘par ies’ Sovlé-: 
_ tiques,:.ete. . . 


/-yLe- dirigeant’ numéro: un-:du 
_NT.U.C; est'un certain:Oteg Beye. 
“Ala “derniére “conférence , des . 
PCa ‘Moscow; c’est iui qui repré- 
| -.,sentalt Je..P.C. nigérian. ' Ti, étalt . 
\ parti'de. Lagos sans -visa, ies par- 
tis politiques..sont .interdits’ au , 
Nigeria, Il n’était certainement: : 
pas étranger au complot,: Gowon . 


> Ye “gif jeter” en’ prison’ dés’ son 
pp TRtOUNS cede ee ee 


| La’ victoire: de 


v-s;,M, Romanov Intervint. M. Hly-. 
‘tchev, vice-ministre’ des Affaires: 
_étrangéres soviétique, qui était. 
‘en visite A Kinshasa, fit le détour 

‘ ipar. Lagos’ pour tenter d’obtenir 
-'3a ‘iibération. Tout’ fut inutile. 
\:Moseou;: alors, pour, sauyer, Ye,s0n* 
homme .», en fut réduit a. faire 

|: savoir. que-les: étudiants -nigérians 
|. Gi.y-a huit cents ‘boursiers nigé 
‘ ‘rians & Moscou -cette! année), *orl- 
’ -ginaires’de-i’Etat"de :l’Est, rece’ 
’'ypaient ‘dorénavant «des « cartes 
, -@étudiants avec la,.nationalité,,de. 
_. « Biagrais ». En méme temps, une 
; délégation. ‘officlelie du Biafra, 
“était “regue'-& Moscou.... M.".Oteg| 
” Beye ‘fut’ libéré. p | 


‘Pendant..ce témps,, les: Anglals,| 
ue“ia. victoire de Port Harcourt, 
“S¢es, --déméiés "avec. -Moscou: 
‘avalent ;,remis. a ,;Phonneur, -réus:; 
“‘giggaient: ieur. coup .dé- maitre. ‘En 
.-simplifiant’; beaucoup” les -,choses, 
"On peut. dire que les Soviétiques 
_:Sont.favorabies & ia soiution”mi- 
‘* taire\.et’ Jes” Britanniques: .favo- 
- yables &’la recherche: d’une solu: 
i. flon diplomatique. ‘ . 
)sLiopération,’ Azikiwe._ est : une, 
‘opération anglaise, -C’est'.ie" der, 
i nier succes: des fédéraux depuls: 
- -que-le“front n’a pas. bougé, c'est) 
-“gdire: depuls. des . mois. On” en, 
| eonnatt:Phistoire :.< Zik >, ancien! 
président de ia. fédération’.et. lun, 


atetee eer | 


Prestige de Sandhurst, 


Page four, 
Paris airgram 


des péres de l’unité. du Nigerla,’ 
: fut, en 1967, Pun des. auteurs. de 
‘la sécession. C’est lui qui écrivlt 
. Phymne national biafrais, ly a 
“deux semaines,’ ii trahissait Oju- 


Aujourd’hui. donc, Moscou :sem- 
| ple avoir: manqué son entrée au 


it estsrevenue’ la téte haute.:. ° 


! angiais) continue & expédier par 


ytlis-de pétrole :par: jour; soit.vingt 
»"* miilionsde tonnes par. an,: c’est*. 
adire ia moitié de ia’ production, 
| pétroiiére de toute Algérie. Je 
viens, de‘: visiter ies installations 
_ de la Shell-BP. A Port Harcourt, 
' seuis ies “bureaux - ont’ été “incen- 
diés par les Biafrais, Mais ni le 


|. touchés,. La’ ,raffinerie: de «Port 
Harcourt qui, elle,'a subi des dom: 


Petroleum © Refining ..Company. 


de. cing -:kilométres du: ‘pipedine, 


whi va 


k 


ove 


Enclosure 1 


' “Nigeria, alors que *!’ figieterre - 
_La> Shell-BP. (75 ,.%. ,,dintéréts, 


| Je-pipe-line de Bonny 350.000 ba-. 


pipe-line, nl‘aucun puits,n’ont. été, 


mages, appartient... & ia Nigerian, 


)- Certains:: se demandent ,.si -cet. 
étonnant respect des intéréts' an- 
giais: par ies-Biafrais qui sont_en- 
‘core, en certains points, 4 moins 
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| -  §UBUECT# BIAFRAN OFFICIALS 


REF: STATE: 158487 


Te FOLLOWING. BIAFRAN: UGOVERNMENT: REPRESENTATIVES", (RECENTLY. 
“VISITED JAMAICA ANDi MADE “INFORMAL CALLS ON’ GOJ.:OFFICIALS# 
Ae PROFe KALU -EZERAs WSPECTAL' ASSTSTANT: ON: ‘FOREIGN AFFAIRS” Seas oer 


2 OKELKHUKUN? “TKEUIANIs Hepa se 
. FELIX OZOKAs "SENIOR_OFFICTAL". 
NO: SIGNIFICANT PUBLICITY GIVEN VISIT. "SEVERAL: GON: .OFFICTALS 


ig ee a FROM Lagos HAVE: ALSO: ‘VISITED: JAMAICA RECENTLYs 


2 Qe ‘gdu -ZEGSGNIZES ‘LAGOS. GOVERNHENTS, RUT? JAMAICANS: GENERALLY: 
SYMPATHETIC: TO BIAFRAN’ CAUSE A NUMBER ‘OF: JAMAICANS: HAVE! 
WORKED: IN EASTERN NIGERIA DURING: PAST . FIFTY. YEARS». SOME |. a Oa 
JAMAICANS: MOSTLY’ NURSES HAVE: MARRIED BIAFRANS: WHILE: IN: ENGUENB, 
.AND: LATER MOVED TO EASTERN: NIGERTA WHERE" SOME THIRTY. Aaaas 5 

» JAMATCANS” STILL BELIEVED © RESIDING» _Al' THOUGH: A FEW } HAVE! 
BEEN: EVACUATED: AND: REPATRIATED To JAMAICA® 
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SUBJECT? ADDITIONAL! LIBERIAN CONTRIBUTION TOMNIGERTAN ‘RELIEF 
2 ; Pol az [Bare does Bat So cae CHA, 

REF STATE a Jl Ble GF Baka i Tagercn 

ACCORDING LIBERIAN: AGE: SEPTEMBER! 23 GOL’ HAS: MADE! ADDITIONAL! 

CONTRIBUTION OF: $109@@9 TO: ICRC: FOR: NIGERIAN! RELIEF’ MONEY 

DESCRIBED AS "BALANCE" COLLECTED FROM PUBLIC: FOR NIGERTAN 

RELIEF LAST YEAR® PREVIOUS’ DONATION: WAS FOR: $25%00@e 
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SUBJECT’ BIAFRAN ATTACKS: ON’ OIL! INDUSTRY’ ; 
REF® STATE 169964 pos atertt 


.9e fot ene 

fe PACE REPORTS ABOUT OTL! INDUSTRY CONTAENED: IN REFTEL! 

DO: NOT. TALLY: WITH: OUR_INFORMATION®. ‘WHILE! NEITHER’ COMPANY: 
NOR: GOVERNMENT RELEASING: CURRENT SHELL BP PRODUCTION: _. 
FIGURES» OUR BEST INFO: IS. THAT: TOTAL! NATIONAL: PRODUCTION 
NOW RUNNING: AROUND 5902099 BARRELS: PER DAY* GULF: REVEALS: 
THAT IT SET NEW ONE*DAY. RECORD: LAST WEEK WITH! 2442000. 
BARRELS® ‘TOTAL! PRODUCTION: AT THIS: TEME! WOULD’ PROBABLY HAVE: 

BEEN: AROUND: 7095000 BPD: IF’ MILYTARY SITUATION TODAY: WERE: - 
SAME’ AS: SIX’ MONTHS: AGO 


20. “DOUBT VERY MUCH. THAT BIAFRANS' HAVE: PROBED. TO WITHIN TWO. 

_ MILES®* OF PORT ‘HAROOURT > VISITORS: TO: PH: ‘CONTINUE: REPORT: NO 
REPEAT No: MILITARY’ ACTIVITY IN: ‘ENVIRONS®. - SHELL* @BP: NOT REPEAT 
NOT’ EVACUATING WORKERS: FROM: PORT’ ‘HARCOURT. WE: HEAR 
‘REPORTS: ‘SOME: ‘EXPATRIATE! EMPLOYEES: UNHAPPY WITH: PORT HARCOURT: 
BUT DUE: MAINLY TO DULLNESS':OFi THE: PLACE» ‘DIFFICULTY MOVING: 
ABOUT” AT NIGHY CAUSED: BY’ FEDERAL! ROANBLOCKS» ET ‘CETERA®. GP- oh 
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REF; State 160964 


/b2/9l. 


Subject: Nigerian Press Summary: September 22, 1969 
Please make the following correction: In para 6, name should read 


Chief Obafemi Awolowo instead of Samuel A. Akintola. 
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FROM  : Amembassy LAGOS RES" "DATE: September 23, 1969 


SUBJECT: Conversation with Police Inspector General 


William Brubeck and an Embassy Officer saw Commissioner for Internal \ 
Affairs and Inspector General of the Police Kam Selem at his house on 

September 19. During the 45 minute meeting, Selem spoke highly of his 

trip to the U.S. and of the current training program for the Nigerian 

police to attend the International Police Academy. Although his force 

was modeled after British lines, Selem mentioned executive level training 

as well as technical matters such as ballistics, fingerprinting, etc. as 

areas where he felt American police experience and training would be 

helpful. 


20 
USIA 
Vals 
wed 

2? 


The major part of the conversation dealt with Selem's current problems 

and with the future of his force. At present the force is definitely 
over-extended as its 24,000 men can hardly cover the territory assigned. 
Particular areas of concern are the Western State and the ground recovered. | 
from the Biafrans. In the West the Commissioner is disturbed by the 
presence of automatic weapons while in the ska East Central State the 
problems of rehabilitation are very serious indeed. Supplies and equip- 
ment usually mean foreign exchange which is difficult to wrest from the . 
Ministry of Finance. 


For all this, Selem was reasonably optimistic about the future as he felt 

the police were the key to a return to civilian rule. ‘Relations with the 

Army were reasonable, and the 1.G. felt that the police hada basically . 

sound organization. With adequate funds and some outside training, he aoe 
felt the force could fulfill the role it would be assigned after the end ~ 

of hostilities. z 
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SUBJECT! FIRST DIVISION REAR COMMANDER 

a 
FIRST’ DIVISION REAR COMMANDER; - LT Cole Ts Ye DANJUMA =» 
WHO. HAS JUST’ RETURNED: 710; KADUNA FROM APPARENTLY’ ROUTINE 
CONSULTATIONS IN LAGOS» MENTIONED FOLLOWING AT PARTY 
LAST EVENING 


le |HE IS CONCERNED: THAT THERE: ARE TOO: MANY AROUND GOWON 
AT. THE PRESENT. TIME WHO! ARE! DELAYING: THE ONLY POSSIBLE: 
SOLUTION TO: THE: WAR* [eE's TOTAL: MILITARY VICTORYe. DANJUMA 
GRIMLY SAID: "YOU CANNOT HAVE A WAR) WITHOUT KILLING 
PEOPLES" THEN HE’ PAUSED: FOR QUITE A WHILE: AND: SAID WITH 


SOME’ EMOTIONs "WE: MUST” DO! OUR: (DUTY s" 


20 - DANJUMA BELIEVES: THE: PRESENT’ STRATEGY OF: STRIKING. 
FOR ULT IS BASICALLY: UNSQUNDe® | THE. ‘CASUALTIES. WILL’ BE “3 
HEAVY AND THE REBELS: OBVIOUSLY ‘HAVE: PREPARED: OTHER AIRe: 
STRIPSe HE. PREFERS A Goethe ADVANCE: ee Ne STRAIGHT =: _ 


FORCES» HE SEES’ NO: ALTERNATIVE: EXCEPT OCCUP Ae. 
TION Ge ALL’ THE REBEL: TERRITORY. 


30 DANUUMA AGAIN: CONFIRMED THAT HE: WILL: BE GoiNG io 
; THE! FRONT IN DECEMBER: (KADUNA. 862) 6 IN: REPLY TO 
3 QUESTION WHETHER HE: WOULD’ BE’ GIVEN! SUFFICIENT MEANS: 
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STATE 


SUBJECT; Nigerian Press Summary: September 22, 1969 
1. The Washington Post characterized Ibadan in an article Sept. 22 asa city SQ 
living "under an uneasy curfew" after a week of pitched gun battles between YS 
well organized rioters and police. Correspondent Jim Hoagland wrote in the Ok 
Ibadadan date-lined piece that villages around the city are in turmoil, 

scores of persons have been reportedly killed and the rioting has shaken 

all of Nigeria, erupting as the FMG tries to prepare a major new offensive 

against Biafra. 

2. "A major part of Biafra's secessionist gamble has been the hope that 

if it could hold out long enough against the larger federal forces, old 

political feuds in the west would explode again and tear’: the 


federal apart," the article said. 


3. Most observers attribute the riots to the fragmented and traditionally 
violent politics of the Yoruba, it continued. 
4. "But the riots are certain to have an impact on the federal war effort, 


ee curity forces bound for duty in the eastern war area have already pad 
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ACTION: Page 2 of Telegram to LAGOS 


been diverted to Ibadan. And the riots do appear to contain an element 77 
of weariness with the pace of the civil war, now in its third year," 
5. The correspondent asserted that the most recent trouble had been 
simering for about 18 months, and that since July it has become 
obvious the once-labeled "tax riots" are numerous, well organized and 
rioters are heavily armed. He described some of the riotz incidents 
of early July and more recently, including the attack on the main prison 
of Ibadan. 
6. Hoagland outlined a brief history of Yoruba warfare, and said some 
observer believe the second military coup of 1966 in which Samuel A. 
Akintola and some of his proteges gained power may be the key to the 
current riots. These observers, Hoagland coneluded, point out that anybody 
organizing trouble in Ibadan has a fertile ground. He cited the 
discontent among people of Ibadan with the military government, discontent 
with local officials who abuse their position and discontent with some 
aspects of the war as the "real and imaginary grievances! to support ihedn. 
contention, 
7. ‘In another article Sept. 22, the New York Times said Biafran officials 


—have claimed further successes in recent days in their military effort to ey 
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cripple the Nigerian oil industry -- a campaign viewed as the "most | 
promising aspect" of the civil war, 
8. Eric Pace said in the article, date-lined from Owerri: 
"Prolongation of war, now its third year, has deepened the hatred 
of Biafrans for their Nigerian enemies. By striking at Nigerian-controlled 
oil installations with their army and tiny air force, they hope to sap 
the Nigerian economy and goad foreign oil firms with Nigerian ixmkaxmek 
interests. into pressing for piece, 
9. "The Biafran Government says that its advances and attacks have cut 
Nigerian oil production to less than 300,000 barrels a day, less than a 
third of what it says the Nigerian Government had hoped for," 
10, Attacks from the air are made by Swedish-made Minicon planes, now 
piloted exclusively by Biafrans, and ground advances have been facilitated 
by newly acquired stocks of arms, the article said, 
ll. "Well-placed imix independent observers here and in Europe report 
that much of the equipment is being furnished through the neighboring 
West African country of Gabon," 
12. "Biafran officers report privately that France is providing pistols -- for 


officers -- rifles, light and heavy machine guns and other equipment. | _| 
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“They also said some Biafran military men have been trained in Gabon in the = 
use of the weapons. They say also that at least one French military 
adviser is now at work in Biafra. 

13. "Brig. E.U. Okon, a former army commander who is now permanent 
secretary of the Biafran Ministry of Information, said in an interview 
that more than 40 percent of the arms now being used by Biafran troops 
had been captured from Nigerian forces," | 

14. The article stated that Biafrans say they have probed to within 
two miles of Port Harcourt. Pace quoted the Biafran army that foreign 
employer Shell Oi1 and British Petroleum had been evacuating Port 
Harcourt in large numbers, and that foreign oil executives were having 


trouble hiring and keeping local employees there. 
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REF STATE j6o127." 4 ia\"” 


le THOUGH! THERE! 1S: WAR® WEAR'INESS® IN: WESTERN: STATE: AND CONST DERABLE: 
SUPPORT FOR! NEGOTIATED’ “SOLUTION, OFLCTVIL! WAR’ WE: KNOW OF: NO. 
ORGANIZED: OPPOSITION: TO» OR PRESSURE™ GOUP. ON» FMG: HERE o OLD: NNDP/ 
NCNC: POLITICIANS» EG AKINJIDE, ADISA ‘TEND: TO: BE: HAWKS: AND’ ; 
FAVORABLE! ‘TO! ‘CONTINUED: “‘MILITTARY’ RULE! IN LAGOS» PRESUMABLY. BECAUSE: 
THEY FAVOR STRONG: CENTRAL! GOVERNMENT: WHICH: THEY’ BELTEVE: WILL. 
DIVIDE. WEST™ INTO! TWO'.STATES: AND: CUT: AWOLOWO: DOWN TO SIZE’ ‘SOME: ; 
CRITICISM: ‘OF: GOWON: FOR! LACK! OF: ‘FORCEFUL! LEADERSHIP: BUT “NO: “SYMPATHY 
FOR: HIS: REPLACEMENT BY’ ‘OFFICERS: REPRESENTING! OLD’ 'HAUSA= sFULANI : 
LEADERSHIP‘. - AG’ ON: OTHERI' HAND: MORE! CRITICAL!-OF: UMILITARY:. AND. ‘DESIR= 
OUS: OF! EARLY’ RETURN: TO! ‘CIVILTAN: RULE: BUT: ‘CONSIDERS: GOWON BEST 
AVAILABLE! MILITARY’ ‘RULER’ FROM: THETR: VIEWPOINT o HOWEVERD” WEST: SO. 
BESET’.BY- INTERNAL! ‘DIVISIONS: AND: INSTABILITY: THAT IT’ ‘PROBABLY: ‘NOT. 


MAJOR! INFLUENCE: ON: FMG: ONE: WAY ‘OR! OTHER’ 


20 INCREASINGLY: ‘UNSTABLE’ Conde TIONS: IN: WESTERN: STATE: OBVIOUSLY 


POSE! PROBLEMS: FOR: FMG2 TYING DOWN: CONSIDERABLE’ GARRISON: FORCE’ AND: 


REQUIRING POLICE! REINFORCEMENTS’ FROM: LAGOS» THEY ALSO! CCREATE: 
UNFAVORABLE! IMAGE! OF! ‘NIGERIA IN OUTSIDE: WORLD! AND: ‘HAND? "BIAFRA™ 
ANOTHER PROPAGANDA ‘THEME’: ON: OTHER: ‘HAND =» WITH ‘SUCH’ UNSTABLE: :BASEo 


AWOLOWO IS: PRESUMABLY LESS: OF. THREAT TO: CURRENT’ ‘FMG: LEADERSHIP: 
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EM! WE! HAVE: NO: INDICATION: THAT ‘YORUBA. ARMY’ OFFYCERS: “HAVE: ORGANIZED 
THEMSELVES INTO: COHERENT GROUP: INI NIGERIAN! ARMY’ ADEBAYO"'S ‘PRES© 
TIGE: 1s: TOO: LOW FOR: HIM: TO: DO: SOAND' NO! HINT OF: ANY SUCH: ACTIVITY 
BY ADEKUNLE® SO THERE DOES: NOT APPEAR TO:. BE: ANY ‘THREAT: TO: EMG: FROM 
YORUBA. OFFICERS* REPORTS: HERE: ARE: THAT: ADEKUNLE: NOW: “MAINLY 
OCCUPIED IN: ENJOYING HIS: NEW! F OUND: WEALTH’ - IN: ANY”: CASE» HIS ". 
POPULARITY HERE: HAS WANED! AND: ‘OUR: YORUBA ‘BUSTNESSMAN ‘SOURCE DID 
NOT’ THINK: ‘HE! WOULD: BE! ACCEPTABLE: To: TBADAN: PEOPLE: AS _— 
REPLACEMENT FOR: ADEBAYO# NOR: HAVE: WE’ ANY: INDICATION: THAT ADEKUNLE! 
INTERESTED: IN: POLITICAL’ POWER, - Ie E' THAT: ‘HE: MIGHT WANT WESTERN 
CAREER» THERE! DOES: NOT’ APPEAR, TOF BE! ANY OTHER: POSSTALE. WILT TARY 
GOVERNOR FOR: WESTERN ‘STATE! WHO: WOULD: BE’ A THREAT TO: FMG* © 


ho IN: SUM% WHILE: WESTERN: STATE! Is PROBLEM» DRAIN AND: EMBARRASS®= 


MENT: FOR FMG».17T DOES NOT: ‘CONTAIN ANY SIGNIFICANT PRESENT ‘OR 


IMMINENT” THREAT TO: CURRENT FMG LEADERSHIP! GReole 
STRONG: 


Ut. 


| rteecn (Li | 


a i i aep £23 | 
OP SECRET 7 INCOMING Sereenan. WN) td 
ff ep eb a 
man Ute C tiv ae . 
Pa (Time Received 7 
SERIAL 7 ike , eee an 


o 
K 
f 
b 
z 


As 
+3 


‘File 


a 


ov Ms ARA Date _| 


DISTRIBUTION MONTHLY COUNT _ 037. 
Secretariat Geographic Other 
N “ 
S/S~ nn AP <5 Xe ACDA_5 
S/S~O ARR 
S/S gececee(ay: FA_ 11 
S/S-EX : EUR_1O is AID 12 
S/S-CMS_ NEA_8 “= 
S/S-O DIR 
MiLR@p 2.) 1... Functional 
Digest. 
Task Force CU os tees MRSY 260 ot 
a PRB 
Principals and H meee J EXIM 
_S"_ Area - INR 6 BOD oa cn crit, 
| LO. es ae CEA Eee 
ES oe a ae CM 2. 
Ser Oo. 3 STR 
Ue ete OPR TAR 
; Cc OG etre Sco, coon WHRE 
Diese pop ihee oe SY_ : 
OF at ee WLG AGR 3 
S/PC 2a he | een 
S/PRS LAB 
S/CPR_ SCA 
S/FW___ u vO -~ HEW son oat 
S/GOV _ SCS ie 
00 SCI INT 
S/ PM. Other TRANS Poe 
Sy —_ if CAB eaten 
i AC) ae oes ee wH_1o-—4 
U/PW _ & Veo. AFC 3. 
SPM So DOD rs cid ck eae NASA 
ic) |: are CIA. , 
USIA__ 4 JUS 
U/UCS Bee cae ae FBI ae 
35 Ce eee ee ; 
NSA : 


52° 


Pl 27 Capa Lyre 
Department of i SO 


‘CONFIDENTTALI 114 - a). Vy — 


PAGE’ @1 . MOSCOW @5142 e2aeoiz x 
BS 


ACTION! AF! 18 


NSC! 109! a37RSC' Bl.» PRELOTERS: ‘BOYUSTAs T29UCF: BSaNIC’ Bis ALDi 289\ 


; B63016: 
Ri iin SERIE: 

FM! AMEMBASSY* MOSCOW. er oe as 
TO::SECSTATE: WASHDCCUSg ers FSA et Pa PO A fe Oe os 
INFO: AMEMBASSY ACCRA ~~ fate aes eae 
AMEMBASSY? LAGOS: a Sy eee, tae 


AMEMBASSY’ LONDON: | ‘ agence 
AMEMBSSY PARTS. Pol ey Rafa 7 
CoO:N Fil Dp Ei NT TOA Li MOSCOW i5 742. | xP? B 
SUBU8 NEW: sy aaa aa SOVIET CONTACTS: 

REF LONDON: 2063: ANDI'24293 MOSCOW 1374: 


Jo THOUGH! WE! ASSUME! PREVIOUS! STORIES OF SOVIET’ +BIAFRANi CONTACTS 
(SEE! REFS) ARE! CONSTDEREDIRATHER! SUSPECTs ‘WE!OFFERINEW REPORT. | 


WHICH! SEEMS: TO: DESERVE! ATTENTION’ BECAUSENOFi ITS! EXPLICIT ‘DETAIL! 
AND! TRACEABLE! SOURCE’. 


FIRST “SECRETARY OF! GHANAIAN- EMBASSY ‘HERE Be Oe ANTWIs. (PROTECT )o. 
FOLB! US: SEPT 18: BIAFRAN DELEGATION! "RECENTLY" VISITED: MOSCOW’ AND. 
WAS ACCORDEDIUHTGH*LEVEL! SOVIET RECEPTION® “HIS: INFORMANT) ES::” eee 
GHANALAN! CITIZEN® «AN EMPLOYEE: OF "INTERNATIONAL! HUMANT-TARILAN: aS 
ORGANIZATION": AND! OLD: ACQUAINTANCEL WHOM: “ANTWI MACCEDENTALLY™ | 
RAN: INTO: HERE GHANALANICEAIMS: To: ‘HAVE! ACTED!.AS: INTERMEDIARY: ‘FOR’ 
BIAFRANS* pee Beta ou 


30 STORY: RUNS: “AS: FOLLOWS. GHANA! ANUFRIENDi SYMPATHIZES: WITH 

TAFRAN “CAUSE! AND! WAS: ASKED! BY: SOVIET GOVERNMENT | ‘TOCPREPARE: . 
-REPORT:.ON: BIT AFRAN: SITUATTON! WHENIHE:: ‘VISITED!:MOSCOW: AT. TIMEDOF! 

1cci LAST > JUNE lo HEV FLEW’ TOI PARTS: AND! ‘MET. WITH! EMMBERS': OF UN] 
OFFICTAL!:BIAFRAN! "EMBASSY" THERE's: BIAFRAN: “EMBASSY: “HELPED ; a aaa 
WITH! REPORT™ ENOTES SLaNMENT: ‘THO: ‘BI AFRANSY A, AVON ANDI: A: WOMAN 2 MDL ee 


as CONFIDENTIAL! 


Moat 


ei 


oyflthana ba pate |Z) 


‘ MENT On 
Rd SD 


Department of State TH EGRAN 


CONFIDENT TAL! 
PAGE! 02. MOSCOW @5142: :2a12012 


TAKE! ‘TT: TO: MOSCOW’ TANZANIAN: EMBASSY IN. ‘PARIS: INSTRUMENTAL” TN 
SECURING: ‘SOVIET VISAS’ FOR: BIAFRANS* 


WITH BIAFRANS: IN: TWOs - GHANALAN: RETURNED: WRECENTLY HE: 
a ARRANGED THROUGHT FORELGN MINISTRY FOR’ BIAFRANS: TO: ‘CALLUON! __ 
"PRESIDENT": (PRESUMABLY* PODGORNYY),- WHOULIESTENED! ‘SYMPATHETIC 
AND! PROMISED! To: STUDY: THE] PRESENTATION’ © (COMMENT - ACALLI-ON 
PODGORNYY':SEEMS: BOTH’ INAPPROPRIATE! AND: IMPROBABLE® } CHANATAN 
SAID!HE’-DID: NOT: ACCOMPANY: BIAFRANS: ‘ON THIS: CALL» BUT WAS 
PRESENT WHEN! THEY ‘MET WITH! FONMIN: OFFICTALS* 


50 ANTWI "FAIRLY: CERTAING SOVIETS HAVE!-BEEN: SUPPLYING: ARMS. 
COVERTLY TO: BIAFRA..AND: FEELS: THAT VISIT OF: BAF RAN: OFFICTALS*. 
TO!-MOSCOW | ‘FURTHER: EVIDENCE! OF! “SOVIET: DOUBLE*= DEALING® ANTWI. 
BELIEVES: SOVIETS ‘WANT TO: KEEP: ‘CONFLICT GOING: LONG: ENOUGHI- FOR: ‘THEM! 
-TOLCONSOLIDATE: NEWLY= WON INFLUENCE! EN: ‘NIGERTAs SOVIETS: WILLING: 
QUIETLY TO: RUN GUNS: ‘TO! BIAFRANS, TO KEEP: THEM FIGHTINGs FEARING: 
EARLY PEACE! WOULD: ‘MEAN! QUICK’ RESTORATION: OF/-WESTERN: INFLUENCE’ 


6¢ COMMENT: UNFORTUNATELY: WE’ 00: NOT KNOW ANTWI WELL: AND! CANNOT: 
JUDGE! HIS: RELTABILITYs HE] SEEMS TO! BE: WELL*INFORMED PROFESSIONAL 
HE! ADMITS: TO: SOME: PRIVATE! SYMPATHIES: FOR’ BIAFRAN CAUSE» HOWEVER? - 
| WHICH! SUGGESTS: POSSIBILITY HEi-MIGHT: BEL TRYING HIS “HAND’ AT BLACK: 
PROPAGANDA, SOWING DISCORD! BETWEEN! SOVIETS’ ANDi FEDERAL’ NIGERIAN’ 
GOVERNMENT» ON.. THE OTHER! HANDS “FRENCH: EMB! FIRST SECRETARY ‘HERE! 
SEVERAL! DAYS’ AGO! VOLUNTEERED! REPORT™ THAT BIAFRAN: DELEGATION HAD: 
BEEN! IN: TOWNeGP#3. 
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je DURING: CALL: OTHER: SUBJECT» ‘FONOFF: (WILSON) SAID ‘TWo: RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS AS: YET’ UNVERIFIED’ IN: NIGERIA COULD? IF: ‘TRUED 
INDYCATE’ TERMINATION: MILTTARY STALEMATE ® HE} CITED. LAGOS: 
BASED: PRESS: REPORT THAT FMG: MIGS' ‘HAD. SHOT. DOWN: A DC=6 AT’ ULT 
AIRPORT® REPORT: SAID! ‘PLANE! EXPLODED: AND) REMANENTS: WERE: SEEN’ 
OVER: LARGE AREA. FOLLOWING: MORNING: BY OBSERVER: AIRCRAFT ® 
SECOND! DEVELOPMENT WAS: ALSO: UNVERIFIED: REPORT OF: GREATLY IN« 
CREASED: BIAFRAN: DEFECTIONS: AMOUNTING: TO» IN: ONE: 

INSTANCEs AN ENTIRE: COMPANY * 


20 COMMENT: AS WILSON NOTED» ONE! ‘SWALLOW: DOES: NOT. MEAN: 
SPRING: AND TWO UNVERIFIED! PRESS: REPORTS: ‘DO: NOT MEAN: VICTORY 
BUY IF) SUBSTANTIATED> PMG: ‘CONTROL! 1 OF: ULI. AND! LARGE: SCALE! 
BIAFRAN: DEFECTIONS: WOULD: BET MAJOR: GATN’ FOR™ FMG% 
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SUBJECT :Letter from Ojukwu 
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his airgram transmits a copy of a 
Ojukwu to Lord Brockway dated Augus 
Brockway sent a copy of the letter to 
Minister Harold Wilson on September 8. 
his transmittal letter is also included. 


\errer from Col. 


18, 1969. 
Prime 


A copy of 


Lord 


General Ojukwu's letter makes three points as the 
Biafran Government's position on peace: first, calls 
for states friendly to Nigeria and Biafra to meet 
and establish peace conference ground work; second, 
for representatives of Nigeria and Biafra to meet ; 
and finally, for a conference of the principals from 
both sides. 


Underlying all this is the Biafran position calling 
for unconditional negotiations. 
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“| Chairman: Lord Broukwey . 


ERG. “Hon. “Mr. Harold Wilson, MLB. 
‘Prime Minister 4 
°10.Downing Street 

ELONGONs 66 Weds ee. ae ane - 


es iL: ene lose: a. copy ‘of the letter t have received from 

- General Ojukwu. You will see that he not only endorses ._ 
oat he proposals whieh James Griffiths and I made, put for the 
“<ofirpgt time indicates in detail the steps: ‘which. he is. prepared - 
Soto accept to bring, the war to an end. In view of your See tenen 6 
that. General Ojukwi has decléned unconditional. nego tee One 
“sb bhink his repudiation of this is important. : : 


mor He sproposes immediate action by negotiations through 
representatives of States friendly to both sides, to. be followed 

“by discussions. by officials of the two sides in preparation for 

_, negotiations between the Heads of State. - His only qualification . 
“ig that he cannot leave Biafra without a-ceasefire or a truce. 

os But. following the: previous discussions this should surely be 
“possible and might woul De accompanied PY an embargo on arms | 


p RUBE 


AS Py Se ae “You wall note that in nis Sa aee once of ine prepesels. 
SEES nade py James Griffiths. anda myself he accepts nee presence of. 
ae Pen. interna tiona © peacekeeping force. rae 


ae ee a think it is understandable that General Ojukwa shoula not 
oats DO: repay’ to leave Biafra in the present circumstances, and : cet 
very much hope that ‘the discussions now taking place at the. 
Conference: of the 0. Awe, following the plea by .U Thant, may 
lead to both a renewal of, relief to the starving in Biafra ang. 
to the. opening of the door to negotiations. . 
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end also. a U. Thant and the one 
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Sth September 1969 _ 


ae Copy Letter from General Ojulanu. 


gue ee | 18th August 1969 


Lord B. Brockway 
» ~.. House of Commons 
/ Westminster, London 


oi" \My dear Lord Brockway, i 
fo I recently held discussions with Mrs. Anne Kerr, Labour 
-° Member of Parliament, who visited us. I was not only full of 
~ admiration for Mr. Kerr's courage, but also appreciative or 

the encouragement you had given to her to undertake the trip. 
“o. Mrs. Kerr referred to some misconception in Britain about our 
“peace posture, and I thought I should take this opportunity - 


to clarify the position. 


a As you may well recall, +he Biafran Government agreed %o 
“the four-stage péace formula submitted on your last visit by 
“your Lordship and your distinguished collegue, Mr. Janes 

~ “Griffiths. This would have involved an unconditional cessation 

~ of hostilities; a cooling-off period; an international peace 

Keeping force; and the resumption of negotiations. These .. 

“;umane and sensible proposals were, of course, rejected by 


Se TABOR es oe 


nat the Biafran Government's position 
.For such negotiations 
Llowing stage- 


. .-T wish to emphasise 
-":- on unconditional negotiation still stands. 
“)-t9 -gsueceed, Biafra is willing to accept the fo 
. byestage approach: 
a) States friendly to, both Biafr 
meet to clear and establish commo 
avoid initial direct confrontatio 
state of bitterness and distrust 
will only lead to acrimony; 


“») Representatives of both Biafra and 
oo meet; and finally . | | 
¢) A meeting of the principals, who hold untimate authority . 

"and are therefore in a position to fully commit their = © 


Dor this, I am afraid I would have to insist on 
ies or a truce, as I cannot leave... — 


Llities are still on. TE WOULd D6 fs) 
d to hold the aie es 


a.and Nigeria should first. 
n grounds. ‘This would 

n which, in the pres®:.” ee 
petween both sides, Ps 


Nigeria should then 


side. 
a cessation of hostilit 
Biafra whilst the hosti 
ovo willing to forego this if it is agree 
"meeting in Biafra. . a 3 
Pes ‘You may observe from this that it is not true that we ¢ 
have made a cessation of hostilities a pre-condition for any 
“> negotiation. It is ny pelief, however, that this will create - ys 
~~. an atmosphere conducive to meaningful talks, and demonstrate == :) > he 
ou the parties preference for a negotiated settlement. ee ee ; 
Set eT hope: you will find this useful and that it will assist 
you in your efforts to re~establish peace between Biafra end — 
Nigeria. Meanwhile, T avail myself of this opportunity Tot gia 
i cen Go you the asguranoca of my highest consideration and 
SPA POOWea cS tee, : Mig te Le 


id 


ge ee ea tae aa | = 7 vours very sincerely, © 
De a fe oe ee Ce Cc. ODUMEGWU_OJUKWU. ©. 
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lo FONOFF! ( TEBBIT) GAVE: ORAL! SUMUPi. RECENTLY’ COMPLETED. BRITISH: 
REVIEW: ‘OFi NIGERIAN: ATR: ‘STRENGTH: YESTERDAY * HE: STRESSED: THIS: 
REVIEW HAD: BEEN: UNDERTAKEN! OUTSIDE: ‘NORMAL! CHANNELS: AND» THAT" 
NIGERIANS: SHOULD: No7- FIND! OUT WE: HAVE: BEEN! INFORMED. 


De REVIEW MADE! BY TWO RAF: OFFICERS: IN MUFTI © ‘THEIR! ‘CONCLUSIONS: 
WERE! THAT AIR! FORCE: 1S: OPERATING: AS: WELL! AS: POSSIBLE’ BUT SINCE! 
“ay GROUND! OFFICERS: HAVE: FIRST. CALL} FOR SUPPORT AIRCRAFT» ei HAS: 
REEN' IMPOSSIBLE: FOR: NAFI CARRY’ ‘OUT: SUSTAINED: AERTAL! CAMPAIGN: 
ANYWHERE « REPORT’ ADDS: POTENTIAL! WILL! BE: INCREASED: GREATLY’ + 
BY’ THE! ADDITION. TWO: NEW JETS: ‘CURRENTLY’ BEING OUTFITTED. B 


3+ TEBBIT ‘SAYS: BRITS: CONSIDERING: EQUIPPING: NAF: WITH: RADIO: 
BEACONS. WHICH: WOULD: ALLOW: AIRFORCE: RECOGNIZE: AND! LOCATE: ITs: OWN: 


AIR: CRAFT WITH MINT MUMi DIFFICULTY* ‘TEBBIT: POINTED: OUT* THIS: 
EQUIPMENT. WITHIN LIMITATION NON= “HOSTYLE: WEAPONRY DEFINITION. 


a GAINED: IMPRESSION WRITTEN: REPORT MAY NOT BE: MADE: AVAILABLE: | | | 
TO:-US: FOR SOME: TIME’ | : | 
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ole SUBJECT : Nyerere on the Nigeria-Biafra Conflict 
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fa HAL S S| At the recent Organization of African Unity 
TA. Summit Conference President Nyerere circulated 
SUGGESTED DISTRIBUTION a pamphlet dated September 4, 1969 which sets 
forth his current thinking on the Nigerian-Biafran 
problem. This pamphlet served as the background 
for his efforts at Addis Ababa to bring together 
Generals Gowon and Ojukwu for serious face to 
face talks, and provoked a sharp and personal 
attack upon Nyerere by the Nigerian delegation, 
This airgram forwards a copy of the pamphlet 
POST ROUTIN clipped from the Dar es Salaam Standard and offers 
TO: |Actian | Info. a brief analysis of its contents. In essence, 
AMB/ = as Nyerere remains convinced that bringing a halt 
= a ce to the killing should be the first objective, and 
= he also continues to place great emphasis on the 3S 
as aml nee capacity of interested Northern Hemisphere nations Xo 
ECON a to influence events in Nigeria and elsewhere in o.)| CUR 
cors[ | Africa if they wish. 3 re 
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The largest part of Nyerere's pamphlet is devoted 
to a case by case examination of a number of analogies 
which have been drawn to the Biafran secession, and 
whose relevance he attempts to refute or deny. First 
the analogy of Gibraltar with Biafra is reviewed, and 
Nyerere points out that in this instance the British 
Government is advancing the views of the local population, 
and is supporting the principle of self-determination, 
as its primary justification for retaining possession 
of the Rock, Next the American Civil War is touched on 
rather briefly, with Nyerere contending that "Had there 
been a Lincoln in Nigeria, he would have fought the 
prejudices.... which made secession.... justifiable," 
Turning to the Katanga episode, during which Tanzania 
supported the central government against the break-away 
province, Nyerere acknowledges the parallels with Biafra. 
He draws particular attention to the fact that in both 
instances, the former colonial power and "the vested eco- 
nomic interests" were and are on the same side. In his 
opinion, however, the major and vital difference between 
the two is that Gen. Ojukwu is not the "stooge" of these 
vested interests, and that the Ibo are fighting only for 
their own survival. 


As concerns the "Internal Domino Theory," which 
stresses that if the Ibo are allowed to secede then the 
Hausa and the Yoruba will leave as well, thus destroying 
Nigeria, Nyerere is not alarmed. He points out that 
Nigeria's frontiers were drawn by the British for adminis- 
trative purposes, with little regard to the historical 
realities of this part of Africa. He dismisses the "African 
Domino Theory," which raises the alarm that if Nigeria is 
broken into a number of independent pieces, "no other African 
country will be safe." The President observes that "some- 
times, indeed very often, the spectre of tribalism is raised 
by the enemies of Africa against Africa. The Hausas, the 
Ibos and the Yorubas are not Nations in the legal sense, 
but they are not Tribes either." 


Nyerere then launches into a brief discourse on his 
own primary concerns in the Nigerian war. Drawing attention 
to what he calls "the true lesson for Africa," he says 
that "where.... in any African state.... there is a dominant 
group.... it must wield its power.... on behalf of all the 
elements which go to form that country. In particular, it 
(the dominant group) should be very solicitous of the in- 
terests of the minorities." He criticizes the earlier 
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Federal Government for its "failure to meet the legitimate 
interests of the Easterners." Voicing his overriding concern 
with ending the killing, he pleads that "the break-up 

of Nigeria.... is less terrible than that cruel war. It 

is estimated that possibly more people have died in this 

war in the last two years than in Vietnam in the last ten 
years." He is opposed in principle to the objective of 

total surrender, which he believes "....cannot lead to 

any kind of. friendship,. or even toleration," 


The President also stresses his belief that the 
war would not have continued for this length of time with- 
out the active support of Britain and the Soviet Union. 
While urging the Organization of African Unity to come to 
grips with the problem, he is convinced that "those who 
are saying the OAU can solve this problem are being fooled, 
or are conveniently fooling themselves. Britain is the 
vital force in this conflict; more important even than 
Federal Nigeria. Without Britain's military and.... 
diplomatic support, the Nigerians would have no hope of 
winning." He refers again to "the Western Powers" as "the 
only ones who have real power in Africa." 


COMMENT: In our view, Nyerere's pamphlet is an 
eloquent restatement of the reasoning which has lead 
Tanzania to support the Biafran cause, but it is not 
entirely convincing. Several of the analogies which he 
seeks to refute do seem relevant, and Nyerere does not 
make the case that they are not. His explanation of why 
Tanzania supported the Leopoldville Government against 
Katanga, but not the Lagos Government against Biafra, is 
unsatisfactory. Too much emphasis seems to be placed on 
determining which side the former colonial power, and 
"the vested economic interests" are on, and then rather 
arbitrarily coming up in defense of the other party. There 
is a preoccupation, perhaps almost an obsession, with 
the political, economic, military and diplomatic power of 
Western nations, and their potential to call the tune in 
Africa. We can better appreciate Nyerere's humanitarian 
desire to halt the continuing bloodshed in Nigeria. He 
4s much more concerned with this tragic loss of human life 
than with the contending principles of political theory. 

He also continues to show the courage to criticize his 
fellow Africans when he believes they are mistaken, despite 
the possible consequent loss of prestige he may suffer 
outside Tanzania. In particular, his condemnation of 
Africans for their apparent willingness to look the other 
way from Nigeria while, if the killing were being done by 
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whites in Southern Africa the whole continent would be 
up in arms, is both commendable in itself and also help- 
ful to United States long term interests in Africa. 


Asides: The text as printed in the attached version 
from the Standard is the full text as circulated in Addis 
Ababa with the exception of one major excision of several 
sentences. The original draft was composed by the Presi- 
dent's Personal Assistant, Miss Joan Wicken, who, accord- 
ing to reliable reports, is opposed personally to the 
Tanzanian stand in favor of Biafra. Miss Wicken made an 
error in the printed document circulated at the OAU, 
the purport of which was to indicate that the Ibos had 
taken certain actions of a conciliatory nature before 
they had declared their independence, when in fact the 
actions had taken place after the declaration, An 
embassy officer has seen a copy of the original document 
with the excisions underlined. 


The Spanish Charge, whose sole mission in Dar es Salaam 
is to obtain continuing Tanzanian support for Spain on 
Gibraltar, was deeply disturbed by the comparison between 
the Gibraltar and Biafra casesin the paper. It is the 
first public revelation of a changing Nyerere attitude 
in favor of self-determination on the Rock which was provided 
to the British High Commissioner some six months ago by 
Nyerere himself. 
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Pac . an extremely logical and nice argument... But’ ‘it: mist be ‘country ‘would ‘be safe: 
‘a, (© People other than the Biafrans. They cannot be: asked to. ‘find ‘themselves inthe same ca "§ cident:.of.:hi ind by. 
Sacrifice their freedom in order that two-Peoples, who are not otherwise | : her nese te ee oF SOF int ling 
ne to suc tie building of a. nation, together, ‘may ‘carry-on a ‘in ‘Afri 
| rious united “existence. It is bad enough. to force the Biafrans ta. .of our “Party: was’: i vi ence, ‘and -the: second. was: 
make immense sacrifices for their: own freedom; it would’ be worse’ thant | 19 fight hee Nae a a cee Mee eae 
absurd to expect them to surrender: the: freedom. for which’ they are 
dying in order to maintain a precarious unity. among other Peoples— 
whose own, commitment to that unity.must: be: very slight ‘if this argu- 
ment has any validity at all. -.- i, ee ee 7 


|. In fact, the argument “If ‘you allow ‘the Ibos to ‘go,. the others. will 
| €lSo go”, inevitably provokes the question: . ‘Who are’ these others, 
and where will they go?” For properly considered, ‘this argument is |. 
an Imperialist argument. I can well imagine Winston Churchill saying: . 
If Tallow India to go, the others will go, and 1; was. not. appointed ‘|. 
the King’s First Minister in order to: preside over the liquidation’ of the |: 
British’ Empire.” But how can this kind of thing be said of Nigeria— |: 
Most of all by “Nigerians? Who in the: Nigerian. issue_ represents. 
Churchill? And who represents the ‘Others” who would “bréak’ away 
if-the Ibos are allowed to go? - And who is the imperialist metropolitan 
power in Nigeria? a Cte es 


Those who advance this ar; ument’ assume the Hausas tobe the | °°) 2 Seay Oe ogit ate ee Sof von gh age te ey A 
~ Churchill andthe “Others” a the Yorubas in- particular, and also |. But first, what is a Tribe? And how comparable is Nigeria’s position . 
the smaller groups. They assume that the Hausas would like to , !0 that-.which: exists Elsewhere in Africa? . Are. the -Hausas a. tribe? 
‘complete their conquest’ of the South, which was interrupted - by. the’, Ate the ‘Yorubas a tribe?’ Are the Ibos’a tribe? It may -be said that: 
British, "and are saying that the only way the Hausas’ will be able to | they are’ not. ‘*Nations”; Dut are. they Tribes?: There are’ Scottish 
continue to dominate. the -Yorubas and the smaller: ethnic groups js ,°lans, but the Scots. are not :a Tribe simply because of the: fact™:that 
if they also succeed in dominating theIbos. =) 


If this is the basis of the argument, and if it stated the actual the -Yorubas, :are not:Nations in the legal ‘sense; but they are ‘not. Tribes 

position, I would be -amazéd at ..Africa’s . reaction’ to an African: ‘either...’ Bach one of them is’a ‘People’ which’ could “easily become: 

Iniperialism abetted and ’,supported . by British: Imperialism. - Indeed, ‘a ‘very coherent “Nation.” ‘Each one of: these “Peoples” of “Nigeria “has 

__ it would be very shameful if Africa, which is still groaning ‘from ‘the. a better:chance ‘of forming a really. viable-and stable Nation’ than’. many 

-yoke of European Imperialism, was to’ make a cynical. distinction _Of the legal Nations of Africa-and other parts of;the.world:! 9's) 735- 

~. between that and an: internal*African Imperialism. . Such ‘an argument : ea sage With at 

. Must be rejected by the’ whole. of’ ‘Africa. ' Not only would: it..make: 

_. Honsense of .the principles we ‘have. been. proclaiming; it ‘is ‘also’ ‘an 

“insult to the people of, Nigeria—the “Hausas, the -Yorubas, and ° the 
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“, an solve this problem are ‘being fooled, or areconveniently fooling ' than that cruel-war: Thousands of people are: being ‘shot, bombed, or 
_ themselves. Britain is the vital force in this-conflict;"more important seeing. their -homes’ and ‘livelihood destroyed; .millions,.-including the. 
_ ven than Federal’ Nigeria, The. Biafrans believe they are. fighting -for, | children of Africa, are’starving to death. (It is estimated that possibly - 
: ‘their very survival; they:are fighting: to live in freedom and’security: | more people have died in this war'in the last‘two years than in’ Vietnam. 
4 ,The Nigerian. people are not quite sure. what ‘they: are’ fighting for. | in’ the last ten years):\We are told’ that .nothing can: be done about: 
Some of their leaders hate the Ibos; some: may have ambitions of being: : this. It is said that. the -sufferings' of. the Biafrans’ in’.the.: war. are 
‘Lincolns; some may even’ believe that. they ‘can ‘force. others. into a, | regrettable, but: that starvation is a legitimate war weapon against an. 
_ United Nigeria .and: still-have’ a. meaningful ‘nation... But. that is all. | enemy. Yet by this statement you ‘have. said: that, these, people,. the. 
i Without Britain’s military and—in particular—her. diplomatic . support, : Nigerians .and the Biafrans, are enemies, just: as Britons and: Germans’ 

the Nigerians’ would have no hope of winning: against’ the Biafrans.. in Hitler’s war-were enemies. If that. is the case, is. it rational to. 
The Soviet Union would not have been able to lelp them secure victory. imagine that, once a Federal’ victory is obtained, they can immediately. 
Indeed, without Britain the Soviet Union» would.-have ‘become a huge, be equal members -of ‘one society, working ' together . without : fear? 
‘diplomatic embarrassment to the Nigerians: (and. Nigeria would have Or is the logic of being enemies not a logic which leads to conquest and 
become a wee embarrassment to Russia). For! if Russia had supported, | domination when one side is victorious? : Saas 


. es . Z: \ : : : m oe dek 
molting Brian id not most of the Westen world would have Pet | We are told that Ojukwu should end the terble.sulleings,of bi 
‘many Western: couritries, iis hatd't6 thinksof"a reagon':whichswoulde ipeople by. surrender... We are told: that he-should reason: thus: “The 
have prevented Western’ Governments ‘supporting Biafra“: After’“all,, 
they’ would be fighting against communism..;, Under these: circumstances: 
it would not have mattered.whether African Heads of Government, had. | 
continued to fear the.effect’of an example of: successful. secession;. the, ' 
_- Western powers, the only ones who have:real power in Africa, would | 
‘be fearing ‘a different example, and: one mofe Vital to their own interests, | 


"partly 
truly ; i in’ Sere ieee 
- equivalent of the Sardauna . of Sokoto, so powerful -that ‘he. did ‘no 


Jieutenants while he himself governed the vital ‘North? “What in Katanga |, 


Northern Peoples Congress (N-P.C.)?°.' 3) «jj OW 


Thos are simply fight 
strong Se ane 
nae Se rterest: Was’ Ot the side of the secessionists and that made 

strong: im the other case, foreign economic.interest is on. the 
ie A and. makes them ‘too, very strong. “They can‘eveni 
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Britain invokes the | 
| Gibraltar, because it. serves her interests. to do so.- 
€r. stand on some acceptable principle’ (internationa 
determination) -because she. still. wants the : Rock: 
_Ptinciples she advances are valid. I 
Rot valid because they are | adva 
Nigeria, Britain invokes a ‘different 
integrity—because it suits: her own \: 
Principle is the result of a. decisi j 


rte trags not because one: principle is more. valid: than ‘another. If!’ 
ritis 


: = between Bi 
¢} side: as th 
Or | y 


Biafra: ‘They. object to ‘incor On 
because. before secession 30,000: Easterners ° were Imassacred "without: 


incorporated into: Nigeria?’ Have the Gibraltarians ‘so’ much: reason 
to fear General Franco? -. ee ra es TaN A ey ; 


ri : 2 


‘What, then, about the analogy which is sometimes drawn to ‘the | instead of secession.’“In. the one case it.was the' Centre under Lumumba! 


of law and order. . The Southern States were not swarming With millions 
of refugees who had fled from the North, leaving their property behind, 


\ it what it had proclaimed ‘itself.to.be—a society of free and equal men... 
‘Had there been a Lincoln in Nigeria, he ‘would have: fought the ' 


prejudices which led:to:that inordinate and almost; pathological hatred 


- of the Ibos which made secession inevitable and. justifiable. °°). 
Katanga as a Comparison: * beaten cl inge oaben eta be 


" |) traditional: Middle East supplicrs; being. (in ‘her . 


From ‘Britain’s. point of v 
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fighting and: to begin. talking “about. their futur ations. i 

Said ‘that thé situation: has chanel! from:what it ‘was two. ‘years ‘ago 
‘that Biafrans-need no longer fear: for-their future... If. ‘that “is, the: 
! we should’ ask’ Nigeria to convince the‘ Biafrans of: t 
table: You cannot. -conyince: = people, that, ‘they. 
hooting. and starving them, en 


“he: O. AU. was ‘established ‘by’ Heads: of. ‘African 


tended. to serve ‘the Peoples of” Africa. ‘The’. OA. 
| Union - of African: Heads: of: States, Therefore, if: ‘it ‘is’ to” retai 


The solution, “asthe present Government in the Sudan. 
‘foreseen; lies in-a constitution ‘which’ -Tecognizes both: the’ 
Sudan, and the legitimate interests of the South... This 

igeria was’ asking for before it seceded:.this is what..th Abul Ames 
‘Ment: was’ all “about... It’-was: ‘the: refusal; by: Lagos,: to’ accept.” 
‘Necessity that finally ‘led. to ‘sccession:’and: the ’ present) Situation, “| respect’ “and support of the’ People. of Africa, ‘it mus Y 


The fact. is’ that the Peoples of Nigeria’ have. less in “common, about the lives of the People Of: Africa," 
historically, linguistically, Culturally, and as:regards ‘religion; ' than: the | oy 
Peoples of Scandinavia... The only thing that the Peoples. of Nigeria have 4. 
: in. common is. that .they. are. all: Africans ’and: all ‘have been: under’! 
British rule for ‘a. few.’ decades—and* Britain. governed “them Virtually '!t 
separately. It would be infinitely. easier for the: Peoples of Scandinavia to : 
form one nation’'than for the: ‘Peoples: of Nigeria. ©: Those: who do ‘not’ 
see this do not understand: Nigeria’ s significance for Africas’) ~ 


‘One. final point must’. be’ made - about this: ‘tragedy. In: spits 
; -attempts on. both’ sides of the; quarrel to: bring: in. religion, the: conflict: * 
) «between : Nigeria’ and* Biafra ‘is not’a religious’. one... Yet if it’were,. that. 
-would be simply ‘an’ additional ‘complication: ‘it’ would ‘not’: justify the. |-> 
‘war. In ‘fact, -however, ' there. are , Christians’ and. Muslims - son, both. 

sides; religion cuts across, the divisions between. th Peoples, res 


ae True Lesson: for. ‘A frica. 


“T. said earlier’ “that” “Africa -is: Jearning: the- wrong” iegon from: the: 
: | niger tragedy." -We. are saying that,-if Biafra is allowed: to.-secede, 
jevery ‘country, in Africa: is ‘going’ to: “have: its own: Biafra. :- But what: we 
» tare: doing ‘is looking. at: ‘results without '-looking ‘at® the“cause “of. those 
results, ‘and: then ‘saying ‘that: the: same: results’ will, , happen’: elsewhere 
without there having’ been any causes.” That7is’ nonsense. ;. But ‘there 
‘is ‘a very. serious lesson: to be ‘learned’ froin ‘the: present . tragedy, 
‘should learn that where’in any African’ state’ there. is.a ‘dominant gr Up; |: 
whether that: group is ethnic, religious or otherwise, it must ‘wield : its.|: 
‘power and influence ‘on: behalf ‘of: all: the’ elements :which go: to: form. Voice hat: ‘can’ “speak on ‘behalf ‘of. the. people. . 
‘that country. . In particular; it should be'-very solicitous ‘of the interests: “even:in Brive, we shall deserve the ‘scorn. of those \ 
of the minorities, because they. are. the ones .which néed the. protection : Saas wd 
of the State. If a dominant. group’ does not: act’ in” this Protective 
manner, : then, civil’ strife ‘and: consequent: Biafras;; become” inevitable. 
That is. the: lesson -Africa should’ learn. from: the Nigerian. tragedy. ; 


: We African leaders: had - -a,-golden opportunity at the O.AU, European’ regimes 
- Summit:.Conference in Kinshasa; but-we yt it because.we: ‘were within their 9 
t ; : 


confused.:by. the tribal: domino : heory- x 
( ‘to Europeans 5 (Sometimes, “asin: “the! case. 
ate inclusing: those e counteles. reminded «of: that, fact. rather: “unplessantly). : 
y won learning, i 


justice’ in our’ “continent, ‘and’ we > all have a report to te ‘whole? 
People of Africa i in this regard, dniSdia ne cere 
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“Many: ‘African: Governments: some “of ‘gin, ‘very Pgoad: ‘government 
have’ been overthrown: through coups: ‘Some countries: have: had. more 


‘the "logit ‘interests ‘of the: "EateTiaee not - aivectly ‘becau, tI 
coups.:: And’ the: “fall: of, African’ Governments, however regrettable 

“not the same. ‘thing as.the disintegration ‘of. African: countrie 
“not :be" like: the French. ‘monarch who said; “Létat: cest’ Moi’ ; 
|. the,: State”: The .O.A:\U.; must’ sometimes: raise: a: “voice ‘agai 
i ea . Africa, “including ~indépendent Africa,. J 


*demands.:We. ‘should: f 
ut, that: thot the circumstances if: 


secede,’ we were.i “ver 
worry: about ‘Domino “Theo 
we were So-obsessed, bewitch r 
that ‘we. did: not: dare ‘raise. 

‘all ‘supported | ‘the: Federal ® Authorit 
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COO;NIF) IT -D EUN T I AL! LAGOS: 3438 
BRUBECK’ CALLS‘ ON! PERMSECS: AYIDA. AND: ASIODU 


le UNFORTUNATELY NECESSARY LAST MINUTE! CHANGE: IN 
SCHEDULE PERMITTED: ONLY 20 TO 3g. MINUTES: ‘EACH! WITH? 
PERMSEC: MINIEND! ASIODU:! AND: PERMSEC! MI'NECD: AYIDAs ‘THUS 
GIVING. LITTLE: ‘OPPORTUNITY: TO: ‘EXPLORE! IN-DEPTH | 

PROBLEMS: I HAD! IN MIND'e HOWEVER; - FOLLOWING: POINTS: EMERGED 
WHICH] ARE! oF: INTEREST o. 


20 BOTH: ASTODU! AND! AYIDA EMPHASIZED. LITTLE! PHYSIZAL DAMAGE 
TO: ECONOMY~ AS: A. RESULT’ CIVIL! WAR‘ ASTODU! LOOKING: AT’ 
PROBLEM! FROM: INDUSTRY: SDE: ‘SAW (RESTORATION! OF: 


EMPARSIZED NEED! FOR’ REPATRI AND: REHABYLTTATION: UNDERS. 
MAINTAINED INFRASTRUCTURE} SUCH’ AS: ROADS» RAILROAD! AND: BORTS: 


oe AYIDA. POINTED! OUT: THERE: WAS BALANCE: OF! PAYMENTS: ‘PROBLEM 
AS! RESULT :QUTLAYS FOREIGN: EXCHANGE: FOR’ ARMS: BUT’ APPEARED! 
CONFIDENT ECONOMY» BECAUSE! OF! IS. ‘BASIC RESILIENCY» “COULD: 
TIGHTEN: FOREIGN: ‘EXCHANGE: CONTROL! SYSTEM! EVEN FURTHER: IF 
NECESSARY*'TO: COPE: WITH! PROBLEM MILITARY: IMPORTS* 


we BOTH! AYTDA-AND ASTODU! EXPRESSED! VIEW: THAT REBEL’ 
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MINIT PLANE! RAIDS! NOT: ‘HAVING: SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: NOR: WAS: am 
LIKELY THAT: THEY’ ‘COULDe RESULTS PHYSTCAL! DAMAGE!'SMALL¥ 


ALTHOUGH! ‘STEPPED! UP: HARASSMENT. ‘EFFORT ‘COULD: INI ITSELF 
DISCOURAGE: WORKERS: IN AREA=-PRINCTIPALLY : OL ‘COMPANY: 
EMPLOYEES: ALTHOUGH: THESE: A. PRETTY: ‘TOUGH: BREED*. -ASTODU 

SUGGESTED: ‘REASON: ‘MORE: ATTACKS: ‘NOT RPT: NOT MADE! BY: 
MINT &@ PLANES! WAS! LACK!OFi 1B0: PILOTS. MANY OF: WHOM LOST: 
WHILE! OF FTCERING! GROUND ‘OPERATIONS 


5‘ “ASioou: ‘CRITICIZED!-US* ‘POLICY: AS: AMBTVALENT'1 ‘SUGGESTED: THAT 

WE' G IVE! FMG!CLEAR: VIEW! OF PRECISELY: ‘WHAT’ 'US: OBYECTIVES: WERE’ 
AND! THAT: THIS IMPORTANT IN: EFFORTS: TOVORTENT MILITARY, LEADERS: ‘WHO! 
UNSOPHISTICATEDI IN: ‘DIPLOMACY: AND: UNDERSTOOD: ONLY ‘SIMPLE _ 
I CLEAR®@CUT’. ‘EXPLANATIONS* SPECIFICALLY» - ASTODU!: SUGGESTED: THAT’ 

IN! ANY’ ‘CALLS! ‘FOR PEACE! NEGOTIATIONS: ‘OR: ‘CEASEFIRE! THAT. 

THESE! BE’ LINKED! SPECTFICALLY®=«1F! INDEED: THIS! WERE: TRUE®=- 
WITH!-OUR: ANNOUNCED!:SUPPORT' ‘OFi:ONE).NIGERIAe: IN: ‘SHORT, IN: 
PRESSING FOR! PEACE TALKS» WE: SHOULD: :po::s0i ‘STATING: ‘CLEARLY: “THAT 
OBUECTIVE! WAS: -ONE! NIGERT As ‘HE: ‘WAS: OF OPINION! ‘MANY’ TBO: LEADERS: 

: LIKE: ZIK! GIVEN: OPPORTUNITY: WOULD!-PART~ ‘COMPANY WITH: ‘OUUK WU! 
PARTICULARLY’ IF} US: POLICY: ‘OBUECTIVES: ‘CLEAR: ON: ‘SUBUECT OF! 

ies PEACEi'ON’ BASTS: ‘OF i ONE: NIGERIA. WITH ‘RESPECT ‘TO: THESE! "OTHER: 

wT TBot LEADERS" HE!.COMMENTED! "WE. ARE! TN: TOUCH’ WITH! THEM" e 


60 1 SUGGESTED! TO: -ASTODU! THAT ‘SOLUTION! TO: REBLES ‘USE! 
OF! STARVATION: AS: ‘WEAPON! GARNER POLI TICAL!:SUPPORT FOR THEIR 
CAUSE! WAS!TO! ASSURE! ADEQUATE: INPUT’ OF! FOOD’ ASTODU:'NON-- 
COMMITTAL! BUT: THEN! SUGGESTED’ THAT FMG: MIGHT VERY’ WELLUFEEL: 
AT ‘SOME! “POINT THAT’ PERIOD: OF' ‘TWO! WEEKS: ‘WITHOUT * FOOD! :MIGHT’-BE 
KINDER! AND: JUST: WHAT WAS: NEEDED: TOU CREATE: FEELING: ‘OF: 
HOPELESSNESS: AND! ‘DESPAIR: WHICH! MIGHT’ BRING! REBELS: TO: : cue 
NEGOTTATING: TABLE’ Paget a Eas ON ‘ 


re ‘SUGGESTED: TO: AYIDA, THAT: MAINTENANCE: OF! ‘ULI. AIRFIELD: ie 
VITALE TOC REBLES: ANDi MAINTENANCE: OF! OTL! FLOW: VITAL* TO: fai 

NEGERTA.. IN: PURSUIT OF: THE! WAR: EFFORT. WHEN: I ‘SUGGESTED® 

THAT” ABILITY’ TO! WAGE. AERIAL: WARFARE! MIGHT. BE! ‘KEN: FACTORS 

AYIDA: ‘DISCOUNTED! THIS: SAYING! THAT REBEL! MINT® PLANES: ‘COULD: NOTS 

IN. HIS‘iJUDGEMENT » DESTROY: NIGERIASS: CAPACITY PRODUCE: AND! 

EXPORT: OTL! AND:ON! OTHER!:HAND!:HE DIDENOT™ BELIEVE! 

NIGERTA: ‘COULD! ‘DESTROY: UL, FROM:THE! ATR* ‘TONDO 
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THAT: GROUND: ACTIONS WOULD: BE NECESSARY. 


Be AYIDA. EMPHASIZED DIFFERENCE’ IN OUTLOOK! BETWEEN 
AFRICAN. STATES’ AND: WESTERN STATES ON NIGERIAN | 
PROBLEMs SAYING WEST VIEWED THE NIGERIAN CONFLICT 

AS) A "PRIMITIVE: TRIBAL! PROBLEM" AND! THEREFORE! 
SIMPLY DEMANDED! IT CEASE» TO: AFRICAN STATES* THE: 
INTEGRITY OF ‘NIGERIA. WAS OF! PRIME’ IMPORTANCE’ ‘HE: 
ILLUSTRATED! BY DESCRIBING FIVE’ HOUR! MEETING: ON: 
NIGERIAN PROBLEM AT ADDIS: DURING: WHICH! ONLY’ TWO: BRIEF 
REFERENCES WERE! MADE ABOUT RELIEF (BY ‘HIM: AND! GOWON})« 
se BEEN WESTERN: MEETING: ON! NIGERIAs ‘FOUR! OF 
OLSON! 

BT 
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UNCLAS' LAGOS: 8407 


SUBUECTs NIGERIAN PRESS: ROUNDUP SEPTEMBER. 18 
{» PEACE TALKS? TRIBUNE: AND' POST REPORT GOWON: RECEIVED. 
MESSAGE FROM WCC SECGEN CARSON BLAKE’ WELCOMING GOWONS' 


WEELINGNESS: TO NEGOTTATE' WITHNREBELS_IN SEARCH. OF: PEACEFUL 
SOLUT TON TO CRISTS* MESSAGE: ALSO! INDICATED THAT SIMILAR 


ONE: HAD BEEN SENT TO OUUKWU? 


2s GAMBIAN PMs JAWARA VISIT CONTINUES TO: GET: ‘GOOD. COVERAGE. 
RETURNING TO: LAGOS: Sepr 18 FOR TALKS: AND STATE: DINNER’ THIS: 
EVENING® PEPARTING SEPT 19° 
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3° RELVEFa Times REPORTS SWEOTSH' FORMIN STATEMENT IN 
NEW YORK THAT HE’ FOUND iy QTE. DIFFICULT To. UNDERSTAND. 'UNQTE 
REBEL! REVEETION GAYLYGHY FLUGHT AGREEMENTe PILOT ‘CARRIES: 


TEXT OF! UeSe STATEMENT ON’ RELIEF’. SEPT 17. NEW: NIGERTAN: 
EDITORIAL! STATES: REBEL | REJECTION OF: FLIGHTS: NoT SURPRISING 
SINCE! REBELS OTE NEVER HAD: ANY- INTEREST IN’ RELIEF: SUPPLIES 
WHICH. DED: NOY AFFORD: COVER FOR: YLLEGAL: ARMS: SHIPMENTS: UNQTE. 
COMMENTS: THAT QTe: PREDICTABLY UNQTE: WESTERN PRESS: AND ICRC 
REACTIONS: To REJECTION MYLOs AND: ASKS WHAT REACTION WOULD 

HAVE BEEN [IF IT -HAD: BEEN EMG WHG REJECTED AGREEMENT» SAYS | 
THAT ICRC: MuUsT STICK TO: AGREEMENT AND: TRY TO’ PERSUADE. REBELS 
TO ACCEPT HAYLIGHT' FLIGH TS: BECAUSE. IT WOULD: BE! QTE: INTOLERABLE: 
UN@ TE: IF FENG NOW ASKED: To: ACCEPT: SOME ALTERNATIVE: ARRANGEMENT « 
STATES: QTE MO:-DOUBT THERE, WILL? BE: CHORUS: OF: APPEALS: ( ‘TO FMG 
FOR MORE CONCESSIONS) FROM: WESTERN: GOVERNMENTS» ‘PRESS: AND: 
HUMANITARIAN ORGANIZATIONS» TO ALL! THESE: FMG SHOULD ‘REMAIN 
FIRM AND IGNORE: (THEM) UNQTE%® TIMES. EDI TORTAL: STATES THAT. 
REBEL! REJECTION OF DAYLYGHT FLIGHTS: ‘SHOULD. SHOW ALL! ORGANI ZA- 
TIONS: THAT HAVE’ BEEN. SO. SYMPATHETIC: TO: OUUKWU' QTE: HORROR’ 
STORIES: OF: ALLEGED STARVATION: UNOTE: THAT REBELS MORE: 

AND! “CALLS: ON THEM: Yo: WITHDRAW: SYMPATHY: FOR’ OUUKWU: 

IMMEDIATELY» 


4e EXPRESS ONLY: PAPER' SO: FAR: TO: PICK: ‘UP: REPORT: THAT 
SIERRA LEONE: PM QUOTED: IN’ BRITISH NEWSPAPER INTERVIEW 
AS’ STATING THAT SIERRA. LEONE’ MAY’ RECOGNIZE: BIAFRA. 


Se EXPRESS REPORTS: THAT ‘COLONEL. SHUWA COMMANDER: OF: 

FIRST DIVISTON WILL! BE! LEAVING: ‘HITS: COMMAND: FOR: NEW POST’ 
IN! LAGOS’ QTE WITHIN THE’ NEXT WEEK UNQTEs AND: ‘COL's 

BISALLA PREPARING TO: GO TO: ENuGU! TO ASSUME: _COMMEND« ‘CHANGE. 
COMES: OVER THREE MONTHS. AFTER: iT ORIGINALLY: ANNOUNCED: 
WITHOUT DEFINITE DATE! FOR: CHANGE: TO TAKE! EFFECT* 


Ge TIMES CARRIES EUTERS' REPORT: THAT ZAMBIAN: SOURCE! Has re 
STATED) AZIKIWE: WOULD! BE ‘UNGELCOME: IN: ZAMBIA a 4 oe ne 
OLSGN' 
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CINCSTRIKE 


CoO:N.F. 1-D E-Ni TI A L? LAGOS: 8397". 
SUBJECT? AIRi. STRIKE! ON: OFL! INSTALLATION: 


te SHELL*BP! OFFICIAL: HAS: ‘CONFIRMED: REPORTS: ‘CIRCULATING: 
HERE’ THAT BIAFRAN: AIRCRAFT: ROCKETED: COMPANYS QUALITY’ 
CONTROL CENTER AT UGHELLI» MIDWESTERN STATE» ‘MONDAY’ 
SEPTEMBER 15% SAYS: NO! ONE: HURT» - ‘DAMAGE: WAS: 
"INCONSEQUENTIAL" AND: SMALLER: THAN! IN: ‘JUNE! 18. ATTACK! _ 
ON| SAME TARGET, WHEN: SEVERAL! DENTS: AND! -SMALL!'HOLES: ‘MADE: 
IN: OIL! STORAGE: TANK* (STATED) THAT. SHELL™ BP! CONTINUES: TO: 
OPERATE: MIDWESTERN: EVACUATION. SYSTEMLAT "MODEST" RATE’ 
UGHELLI CONTROL! CENTER! Is: PART (OF THIS!- SYSTEM: BUT: 
STORAGE: TANKS: AREi NOT: BE'TNG:. USED! BECAUSE! ‘OF DANGER: _ 

TO: FILLED! TANKS: FROM: AIRi ATTACKSS SAIDi-REPORTS:-THAT: 0. 
CONTROL! ‘CENTER’ WAS! STRUCK! AGAIN, SEPTEMBER! 16: ARE! FALSE! . 
AND! THAT MONDAY’ INCIDENT: IS: ONLY* AIR! ATTACK! ON! 3 


SHELLBP’ FACILITIES sSINCEU STAIRS AN ROKORT "FLOW:-STATION: 
JULN" 280 : . 


De: SOURCES WHO: ‘RETURNED! FROM: UGHELLT- »WARRI® SAPELE 
AREA. SEPTEMBER: 17% ‘STATES: THAT: BIAFRAN! RADITONCLAIM em Ree 
(REPORTED: FBIS: SEPTEMBER: 17) ‘OF! AIR: ATTACK! ON! SAPELE! Is: 

FALSE» .. ALSO: CONFIRMS: THAT’ BIAFRANI-RADTONCLAIM! 
(FRIS: ‘SEPT se. £4): THAT”: BI AF RAN! FORCES: HAD! CAPTURED! ALL! 
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RAF-19, :September 18, 1969.” 


To The Secretary 


“Through: S/S | 
From : INR - George C. Denney, Jr. 4d) 


uu : 
Subject: “The OAU Summit Meeting in Addis Ababa: 


; es The sixth summit conference of the Organization of African Unity 
sso. (OAU) September 6-10, confined itself mainly to reaffirming previous 
voc dyts positions. Behind the scenes, however, moderates apparently made further 5 

‘progress in clipping the wings of the free-wheeling African Liberation ©. ii. 

_ Committee (ALC). The heads of state also endorsed the temperately Rare ee 

phrased Manifesto on Southern Africa, adopted last April by 14-nations | cay 
+ at Lusaka. Efforts to promote a Nigerian settlement, despite numerous ae 
speeches and special consultations, made no headway. Notwithstanding .: ..:: 

- . their limited accomplishments, the heads of state still seem to regard erie 

_ their annual get-together as a useful forum and intra-African meeting | , 


LS . “ground. 


nvo € 7d | 


- Reaffirmationss 

st. The Israeli raid of September.9 across the Suez 

ican leaders at the summit to underline their support 

than hitherto employed, leading them to 

- condemn "this act of aggression" and to appeal “to the conscience of - 
mankind." Earlier at the meeting the heads of state had simply reiterated 
the resolution of the fifth summit calling for the withdrawal of troops 
from all Arab territories occupied since June 5, 1967, in accordance with. 
the Security Council resolution of November 22, 1967. The UAR, unlike. . 
Israel (which is not represented in the OAU), could increase the support . 
jt already had by horse trading on other issues. The Israelis were 


eae not too upset, knowing that: voting at the. OAU was no real indicator of.:: 


(1), The Middle Ea 
Canal broug r 
for the UAR in stronger terms 


SIP OM Ta 


WY AY E/T! 


AYO £1 Pel YS1-BUAY LE 70d HK 


a “the number of. their friends in Africa. ae 
(2) Apartheid and colonialism, “The final text. of the resolution on. oe 
decolonization and aparthe (vhich we have not yet. seen) probably follpws QQ. 
closely the draft: version: submitted by the: political committee to. the aN 

. plenary session of the Council of Ministers inmediately preceding th a a 

_ summit meeting. Thedraft' praises. the armed stru gle of .Africi b ete 

; otha. a “ot hibayfed ot. yt apc, (Sige say eet pegs ‘ Rae 

; ‘This report was produced by the Bureau ™~. - 
of latelligence snd Research. Aside. Cy a. 
from normal: substentive exchange with’ : mh > 
«other. agencies at the working level ys 
“it hss not been coordinated sleewhere Ne : 
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INFO: OCT ey xCG Ae: OBs/O071 W 7 
se (op Ree emote se mens eseoe! 934033: 
Ri 171@83ZSEP! 69: aie ot 
FMi AMEMBASSY* LAGOS: 

TO: SECSTATE! WASHOC: 9929 

INFO! USMISSTON GENEVA 


CO;N FLT DO EIN) T I A Li LAGOS: 8377: 
SUBUECT#: ‘CROSS: RIVER ROUTE: 


4 


LIMITS. 


FOR: Uy CF 


fe UKHC: HAS: INFORMED. us: THAT: IN! MEETING! WITH: ARTKPO: 
RECENTLY» 'UKi HITCOMER: URGED! FMG* IMPROVE’ ITS: REPRESENT*: 
ATION: AT CROSS RIVER TALKS: IN GENEVA, ARIKPO! AGREED 
THAT FEDERAL! REPRESENTATION INADEQUATE!:SO' FAR: "AND! SAID’ 
THEY: WERE! THINKING OF STRENGTHENING 7T°" HOWEVER». — 
ARIKPO: "SHOWED LITTLE ENTHUSIASM: FOR! THE: PROJECT«" GP=3; 
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; : NO 
4° ADD: Bas CLAE: ‘00% DODE!. GG» JPM: O4sHi O2s INR: dis oka ids Ny 


P Q3»RSCi O1sPRS! Ol eSS! 2BvUSTA. TR»AGDA. 16, 2172:'W 
epee at eee cee 356 - 
Ri 171545Z.:SEP:.69: 


FM! AMEMBASSY*. ADDIS: ABABA 
TO: ‘SECSTATE: WASHDOC: 959 
INFO! AMEMBASSY: LAGOS: 
AMEMBASSY ‘MONROVIA 
AMEMBASSY’ LONDON: 
AMEMBASSY PARIS: 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY’ L'TBREVILLE! 
AMEMBASSY ‘KAMPALA: 


COuND Fi Top: E: NT TA Li ADDIS: ABABA. 4192 

SUBUECT® NIGERIAN! CIVIL! WAR: 

Ie ZAMBIAN AMBASSADOR: MAKASA? WHO! CALLED! -ON!-ME! 

THITS! MORNING: SATO! HE!:MUCHi: ENCOURAGED! BY;GOWON*S: REQUEST GOOD 


OFFICES: ‘GABON: -ARRANGE: ROUND! TABLE!:BiT AFRANS: HE! NOTED: ‘FIRST’ 
STEP! WOULD! NEED! BE! CEASE! FIRE? TFPOUUKWU! EXPECTED: ATTEND’: 


Be :HE! THOUGHT ROUND! TABLE: MIGHT’ BEL:SET :UPi ‘UNDER! :OBOTES: 
OR! H H'IEMI.S' CHAIRMANSHIP’. E ETTHER: ACCEPTABLE! TO! BIAFRANS* ‘WHEN: I: 
QUESTIONED: HIM HE! SATD!-BYAFRANS! ‘CONSIDERED! EMPEROR! ‘FAIR! AND! 
IMPARTIAL! AND! ‘COMPLETELY’ ACCEPTABLE HEUCITED!-HIEM®S! AVOTDANCE! 

OF LEX TREME: AND! ‘COLORFUL! LANGUAGE! AND! SINCERE! EFFORT: ‘UNDERSTAND! 

BILAFRAN! POSITION: AS: RENE SEU RRCTOR! THETREVLEW! HE! ‘COULD! ACT: 

“AS: MEDIATOR». 
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ACTION:.AF! 18 


INFO: OCT OT /EUR: 179UCF! 5410! 13sA1D:i 289SR! O120RM G3, CAE! O0yDODE O00 


“JPM GasHi g 


Bt Orn eracieneh ean eC ya Nae Reo eleine ee ea te 


USIA:]2adRSR' Ole7150 WO xD 


“Aar ce Awoce kt IO pw,gs FRPeeaa. 836216 { 


R: 1716402SEP\ 6: 6 2: ten ~ 
FM: ANENBASSY FREETOWN ; | > et 
TO SECSTATE: \WASHDC: 3729 re fiben ght Veen prr ee . 

INFO! AMEMBASSY LONDON “Pot 4 y- 7 [Sea Joye gue ao i NY ~\\ 


USUN! NEWYORK? 75: bie 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 
LIMITED: OFFICTALI:USE! FREETOWN: [177° 
SUBJECT! ‘STEVENS: HINTS: SLi.RECOGNITION: OF! BIAFRA 
| Si ee 
REFERENCE’ ‘FREETOWN! 992: ANDi‘962: (NOTAL}) 
Te ACCORDING: TO: LOCAL! PRESS». PM! STARA. STEVENS: STATED 
IN! LONDON! INTERVIEW: WITHI FNANCTALL TIMES® THAT “STERRA 


LEONE! MAY RECOGNIZE! BIAFRA IF! INITIATIVES! TOUSTOP! FIGHT» 
~ING:! ARE ‘NOT’-SUCCESSFUL' 


Qe IFi PMits: ‘REMARKS: REPORTED! ‘CORRECTLY 2. IT MARKS. FIRST 
OFFICIAL! DEPARTURE! FROM: POSITION! GOSL: HADUHERETOFORE’ 


TAKEN! c= NAMELY* “SUPPORT ™ FOR! NTGERI AN: UNTTY®- : INUFACT? 
WHEN! PM IN: LONDON: JUST* PRIOR: OAU!'SUMMIT? HEI STATED: "TO: Lean : at fee 


THERE! IS: ONLY ONE] NIGERIAN 


30. “LEDOFFECHAL! GOSLI POST TION: Has: INDEED! CHANGED» IT: TSé 

bus NOT SURPRILSING* “THERE! IS: ‘OBVIOUSLY: CONSTDERABLE: ‘PROw. 
BIAFRAN! FEELING: INI ‘Sky MPSS AND! CABINET INCLUDED: (SEE° 

REFMELS!)s- ‘AND! SL? ABSTENT TON: ONOMU! RESOLUT IONISUPPORT ING: 


yO 


ha 7 oe an fie in Se, Cee an ; 52 Beta at, 
NIGERTAN! UNITY’ MAYHAVE!:BEEN INDTCATTON! NEW! GOSL! TACKs 
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4o THERE! 1S’ HOWEVER, . LITTLE: ADVANTAGE! INI SLing: BECOMING: 

| INVOLVED! EN: ‘CONTROVERSY o- INI SPETELOF:: ‘BILAFRAN USYMPATHYs | 

PRESSURE’ OF PUBLIC’ OPINION: INisLi is: BY INOUMEANS!.SO: GREAT’ 

THAT’ GOVERNMENT™ ‘COMPELLED: TO: AGT. ‘TIMING OF! PM'tS: RE™ 

PORTED: STATEMENT: IS: ALSO! BAFFLING: ‘COMIENGs AS” IT’ :DOES» AFTER: 

OAU: MEETING: AND}. ‘BIAFRANI OBSTACLES: RELTEFV FLIGHTS. IT 

Is: CONCETVABLE! ALTHOUGH! HARDLY: ‘CREDIBLE: THAT’: ‘GOVERNMENT: 
BELYEVES: THREAT: ‘SL! ‘RECOGNITION: ‘OF I LBIAFRA WILLUHELP) 
PRESSURE’ ‘FEDERAL! GOVERNMENT * NIGERIA’ INTOCNEGOTIATIONS® 
BUT. ET LS: ALSO: ‘POSSIBLE! THAT: ‘BOTH! PM: AND’ MINISTER: EXTERNAL: 
AFFAIRS: FORAY::SPOKE! WITHOUT" ADVICELCABINET? - WHICH IN: 
SPITE! OF SYMPATHY FOR BIAFRAs ‘MIGHT: ‘HAVE! SERTQUS | ‘SECOND: 
THOUGHTS’ IF ANDI'WHEN! TIME! COMES: TO! MAKE! CRUCT AL! DECISION: 
RE} RECOGNITION® 
MINER: 
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FM! AMEMBASSY: LAGOS: 

TO: SECSTATE: WASHDC: 9030 
ENE OU ANC HEAaey LONDON - 


COEMETED: OF FICHAL!USE: LAGOS: 8379: 


-DEPT PASS: ALLI LATIN! AMERTCAN: DIPLOMATIC POSTS: ~ 
gUBUs QTE: BIAFRAN: UNGTE: OF FACTAL! IN.LATIN' AMERICA: 


Q - |¢. EMBASSY: NOTES: ‘FROM: FBS: PUERTOLRICO! ITEM! SEPT: 16: THAT. pr 
GTE! BIAFRAN’ FOREIGN: AND! ECONOMIC .MINTSTER!UNQTE!PIUS. - o 
“> OKTGBO! MADE: STATEMENTS! IN: MONTEV]DEO: ABOUT NIGERTAN! °” 
CIVIL: WAR'STRESSING: QTE! RELTGTOUB: ASPECT VUNGTE! AG: : 
PRINCIPAL! REASON: FOR: CEVILI WAR‘ 


2° 
i et toler areata AE at a 


PUBLICITY.GIVEN! THEIR! VISTTS» -.AS! WEL 
Local! OFECELALE! FOr THERE! BEATENENTB 
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ACTION: SS: 7@ | a 
INFO! OCT’ @]sCIAE: 89/871 W 


Some Sea GR Aes eel B26175' 
R Te12iaZ SEP, 69: 
FMi AMEMBASSY PARIS: . 
TO’ SECSTATE WASHDC 7119: 
INFO! USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 
AMEMBASSY’ LISBON: 


CONFIDENT I A-LIPARIS: [4040 
LIMDIS:: 
rel 


SUBU! ROBERT MOORE! JONES: FISHING: FOR) MERCENARY ROLE’ BIAFRA 


te ROBERT MOORE: JONES: CALLED! EMBASSY» TDENTIFYING. SELF’, AS: 
UP REPORTERD. TO: ASCERTAIN! PRESENT ‘STATUS. SITUAT YON! NIGERIA. 
HE WAS: ADVISED’ ‘EMBASSY’ HAD! NOTHING: TO ADD} TO! PRESS' ‘COVERAGES 
BUT EMBOFF: ACCEDED: To_HIS REQUEST TO: TALK ABOUT PERSONAL 
REQUIREMENTS: FOR: VISIT® 


2° DISPLAYING A UPI PRESS: CARD! STAMPED! FOR: CIRCULATION: IN: 
ISRAEL» JONES. CAME RIGHT: TO THE POENT: THAT HIS: MAIN, INTEREST 

WAS NOT NEWS: COVERAGE. BUT. TO. 'MAKE!.MQNEY: AS:.A.-MERCENARY® ‘HE. 

WANTED TO! KNOW WHAT. ‘THE! USG WOULD: THINK: ABOUT THAT: AND! WHICH: 

SIDE! THE: USG: IS: ON. IN: THE: CONFLICT: JONES: THEN: REVIEWED HIS‘ 
DIFFICULTIES: WITH! THE USG IN' ‘VIETNAM AND! INDONESIA, SAYING HE: . i 
REALLY DOES. Not” CARE! WHAT. ‘THE: USG: THINKS « 


JONES: HAS’ TALKED! TO: MRie “DIKE: (CHTJI -DIKEs ‘BEAPRAN. REPRES: 
SENTAT IVE: IN: PARTS SEVERAL! TIMES® HE HAS: OFFERED: THE: BIAFRANS:. 
A MERCENARY GROUP!-OF: THIRTY*ONE! MEN! WITHOUT. EQUIPMENT® THe 
COMPLEMENT WOULD: BE! A.MIXTURE! OF! AUSTRALIANS: ANDi:SOUTH' AFRICANS 
AND: SOME’ FRENCH! OR! BELGIANS: HEI-KNOWS: FROM CONGO! DAYS« ‘THE: _ 
BIAFRAN: OFFICE! IN: PARIS: SAID! THEY ARE: INTERESTED: AND: MADE!.A 
TENTATIVE! OFFER. OF USD! 5g@ PER'MONTH! IN) CASH! AND: ANOTHER: USD: 
19900: PER: MONTH: WHEN: THE! CONTRACT: WOULD: BE! COMPLETED* ‘JONES: ae: : 
NOTED THE: VERY TENTATIVE: NATURE! OF THE!:DEAL! AND: HTS. ‘SUSPICIONS: pea 
THAT” THERE MIGHT NOT..BE! ANY: MONEY’ FORTHCOMING: WHEN PALLI TS: SAID : oo Ae 
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AND! DONE’s HOWEVERS HE PLANS: TO: TRAVEL: *SOON* ‘To! LisBon TO: 
INTERVIEW THE! BIAFRAN -MAN: THERE: TO: WHOM: DTKE! REFERRED: HIMe 


2 EVERY EFFORT WAS. MADE! TO: DISCOURAGE! ‘JONES: FROM PURSUING 
HTS: QUEST FOR. RICHES) BUT IN: THE! FINAL! ANALYSTS: IT WILL! BE 
| -. THE! PROSPECTS. FOR: THOSE! RICHES WHICH: WILL! INFLUENCE! HIS 
DECISION» ASSUMING’ HE CAN: MANAGE! THE REST OF! THE PACKAGE ® 
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ACTION: SS: 79 


INFO: OCT BO] sCTAE! QO¥/971 w 
(PRON Fee om woe a owe es: 229376 

R 1617492 :SEP: 69° 

FM! AMEMBASSY* LONDON: 

TO SECSTATE’ WASHDC: 2882: 

INFO? AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 

AMEMBASSY PARTS: 

USMISSION! GENEVA 


CLIVE 
BERL — MOpKey 


CON FIT DIENT I ALI LONDON 7%39 
LIMDIs—. 
SUBUECT® BRUBECK), TALKS: IN| LONDON! 


SUMMARY’ BRUBECK» MINISTER: AND:. WALKER HAD! LONG: AND’ FRANK! TALK 
WITH FOLEY, TEBBIT’ AND! WILSON: "ON: SEPTe. 15% MATIN: POINTS: ‘OF: 
INTEREST’ MBANEFO: HAS: BEEN: ‘URGING: BRITISH! FOR SOME! TIME: 

SEND! PRIVATE: PEACE! PROBE! MISSION! BIAFRAS BRITISHIHAVE: 
CONSIDERED SENDING MACDONALD! AND: LORD: ‘HUNT (ALPINISTs 

NOT FORMER HICOMER') 3 HAVE! EXPLORED! SUBUECT™ WITH’ GOWON ‘THREE: 


TEMES: WITH: NEGATIVE: RESULTS» AND! MISSIONI NOT: LIKELY: ‘OCCUR: 


SOON®- BRITISH: ‘CONCERNED: WITH: POTENTIAL! ESCALATION: ATR: 

WAR: AND! ITs: EFFECT’.ON: GOWON*S:: POSITION». HAVE! JUST ‘COMPLETED: 
EXPERT SURVEY FMG: AIR CAPABILITY. UKi-MUCH! ‘CONCERNED: WITH 
FRENCH: ‘MOTIVES AND: STEWART HOPES: FOR ‘HEART: TON HEART: TALK: WITH 
SCHUMANN. AT: ‘UN 


lo BRITISH. ARE: PLEASED! WITH!.FNG: PERFORMANCE! of ICRC. FLIGHT: 
AGREEMENT. “BUT: SKEPTICAL! THAT’ ICRC« WILL FORCE! ISSUE: BY: ELYING 
IN’ FACE: BIAFRAN| REJECTION - THEY: SKEPTICALI-BIAFRA. ‘SYMPATHIZERS: 
IN’ GROUP! OF: Ie: WILLING: PUT ON: “THIS: ‘PRESSURE ® FOLEY: SAID! 
NORWEGIAN! ‘STATE: ‘SEC8TY: ( JOHANNE SEN?) WHO: RECENTLY: ‘TOURED: AFRICA - 
BEING SENT: BIAFRA. TO: ‘EXPRESS: ‘NORWEGIAN: ‘CONCERN EFFECT: ‘BIAFRAN: - 
REUECT ION: ‘ONE THEIR: POSITION: IN: ‘WORLD! OPINION» FOLEY. AND: BRUBECK 
AGREED: ‘COLLAPSE: ICRC’ PROGRAM WILL POSE: ‘DIFFICULT PROBLEM: ‘BUT 
CONTINUED: ‘RELIEF: NECESSARY». BRUBECKi £ EMPHASIZED!‘US: ‘FEELS! oe 
SOME: FORM: ADEQUATE: ‘RELUEF! PROGRAM» PERHAPS: EXPANDED! JCAs WILL 
BE: NECESSARY® ‘THEY FACHANGED!COMPLAMENTS:-ON! RESPECTIVE, 2a 
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ROLES! IN’ LaGOs: IN: PERSUADING: FMG: AGREE: TO: FLIGHTS AND: BRITISH 
OBVTOUSLY ‘FEEL! LESLIE: GLass. HAS: MUCH IMPROVEDi BRITISH’ ‘PER« 
FORMANCE: LaGOSe IFi FMGi RESENTFUL: WHEN ICRC: PROGRAM COLLAPSES» 
FOLEY’ CONCERNED: GLASS*S: INFLUENCE: WILL! BEi HURT» HAVING: PUT 


_ PRESTIGE: ‘ON! INE: IN ISSUE‘ 


2e AGREED: THAT HAVING: USED: HIGH! LEVEL! FRESSURE! ON’ GOWON» 

NOW DESIRABLE: HAVE: H¥GHi LEVEL! EXPRESSION: APPRECIAITION ‘GOWON'S: 
PERFORMANCE» FOLEY Is: PROPOSTNG PMi SEND: MESSAGE (AND: MAKE: 
PUBLIC) AND’ BRUBECK: AGREED: TAKE’ UP’ QUESTION. WASHINGTON. 


3% RE} BIAF RAN SECURITY GUARANTEE: DEMAND» ‘FOLEY: SAID: BRITISH: 
ARE!.CONSIDERING: POSSIBILITY SCANDANAVAIN’ RED! CROSS: REPRESENTA=: 
TIVE! ‘EACHi PLANE! AS: OBSERVER*» BRUBECK: ‘SALTDI SIMYLAR: IDEA: HAD: ‘BEEN 
RAISED: IN: WASHINGTON» MENTIONED: CANADIAN: AS: POSSIBLE! ALTERS: _ 
NATIVE’ FOLEY ARGUED: BIAFRANS. INSISTENCE ‘ON’ GOVERNMENTAL! 
SECURITY GUARANTEE! 1S: EVIDENCE: POLITICAL: MOTIVATPON: IN 

BIAFRAN: ‘POST TION®. BRUBECK: GAVE' BRIEF’ REVIEW: EFFORTS: OF OTHER 
GOVERNMENTS INFLUENCE BIAFRA. IN GENEVA. NEGOTIATIONS® 


49 ONi-SUBUECT PEACE: NEGOTIATIONS» BRITISH: REPORTS. OF: ADDIS 
ORi ANYTHING: STILL: AFOOT POST ADDTS:. ARE! INCOMPLETE: AND CONFUSED: 
AS! OURS» ‘THEY’ SEEKING FURTHER: INFORMATION: ‘FROM DAR: "ES ‘SALAAMe 
THEY: NOT CLEAR WHATs IF: ANY» RELATION: HIM: HAS. TO NYERERE: 
MANEUVERS THINK: AT LEAST: NYERERE: MAY HAVE: SOMETHING STILL: 
GOTNGs FOLEY’ SUGGESTED! DYORI AS: POSS]BLY USEFUL: 

IN! MEDIATOR ROLE: WITH! FMG*s 


5. STRESSING: SENSITIVITY» FOLEY SAID! MBANEFO: HAS: BEEN URGING 
BRITISH! OVER: PERIOD: OF! MONTHS: SEND! PRIVATE! PEACE: ‘PROBE: MISSION 
BYAFRAo (HE: MENTIONED: NOWOTHER SOURCE: THIS IDEAs) ‘HE! SAID: 
MACDONALD: “ANDi LORD: ‘HUNT (EMPHATICALLY ‘NOT FORMER HiTCOMER: HUNT) 
HAD! BEEN! AGREED: AS: ACCEPTABLEe- ‘GLASS: HAS: RAISED: ‘SUBJECT’ WITH 
GOWON: THREE: TIMES» HAS: BEEN: VETOEDLEACH: TIME’ AND: BRITISH 


FEEL! 1 REACTION: REFLECTS: GOWON: SENSITIVITY: ABOUT: BEING ‘OUT 


_ MANEUVERED: BY QUUKWU's THEY: ‘THINK! GOWON: FEARFUL: OF ANY 


RELATION: BETWEEN ‘UK? AND! QUUKWU: ANDi OF POTENTIAL! FOR: WEAKENING: 
BRITISH! COMMITMENT: FMGe [DEA STILL! ALIVE! BUT UK’ ‘UNWILL:ING: 
PRESS: GOWON! ON: MATTER». AND! NO: MISSION PRESENTLY IN! ‘PROSPECT® 
BRITISH! WOULD!.LIKE ‘SOMEONE! TO. "DO. A, JARRING* © ‘BRITISH: ARE: 
SKEPTICAL! ‘OF: PRESENT’ RASH! OF: PRESS: ‘RELEASES: BY: BOTH: SIDES . 

as WILLINGNESS ‘NEGOTIATE: BUT ARE’ INTERESTED: TN: OUUKWU' 
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FORMULATION: RE: PRELIMINARY TALKS: ‘THROUGH! FRIENDLY 

GOVERNMENTS: ON BOTH: SIDES» BRITISHi SKEPTICAL! ET THER: SIDE! REALLY 
WANTS: ‘NEGOTIATE: AT. THIS: TIME® FOLEY: ASSERTED ‘THAT WHILE! 
PARLIAMENTARY: SITUATION, NOT NOW A PROBLEM%s ‘PRESS: Ts: HOSTILE ‘TO: 
HMGi POLICY AND: POLITICAL: OPPOSITION SUCSTANTIAL' (ALTHOUGH ‘NOW: 
LATENT) ON BOTH! RELIEF: AND: ARMS: SUPPLY SSUES» HE. ASKED! ABOUT 
US! POLITICAL! PRESSURES: AND BRUBECK! REVIEWED: BRIEFLY INTEREST 
OF’ CHURCH: GROUPS» MEMBERS: OF: CONGRESS» EYCo 


60 BRITISH ARE: MUCH: ‘CONCERNED ABOUT FRENCH: ROLES AND: MOTIVES* 
UK: EMBASSY PARIS: (PALLISER! TALKING. ‘TO' LEBEL’ FREQUENTLY* ‘TO: 

TRY TO: IMPROVE DIALOGUE’ BRITISH CONCERNED: FRENCH: GOAL: “MAY 

BE’ DISSOLUTION NIGERIA. AND! SUBSTANTIAL! WEAKENTNG:: UKE POSITION. 
WEST AFRICA c WOULD: LIKE TO: PIN DOWN. FRENCH! ‘ON WHETHER: ‘ 
SOLUTION: WITHIN! SOME: ‘CONTEXT OF: -ONE: NIGERIA. ACCEPTABLE! TO: THEM 
STEWART HOPES: FOR. EXTENSIVE! TALK! WITH: SCHUMANN: AT UN: THIS: 
MONTH. TO: FURTHER: “EXPLORE QUESTION: FRENCH: POLICY: AND: PURPOSE’. | 
BRUBECK: GAVE’ BRIEF’ ACCOUNT’ FRENCH: POSITIONI:ON. ICRC: ‘NEGOTIATIONS ® 
IT WAS: AGREED: WE: WOULD! KEEP: IN:; TOUCH! ON: ANY EVIDENCE: OF: WHAT: 
FRENCH! PREPARED} TO!) DOs. 


7° RE: SOVIETS» WHILE: BRITISH! SEEM REASONABLY CALM: ABOUT" SOVIET 
ROLE! SO: LONG: AS: ‘BRITISH CONT I NUE: ARMS SUPPLY» FOLEY’ SATDi THAT 

Ni RESPONSE: TO: RECENT: HMG: QUERY SOVIETS: SAID: ‘FLATLY: WOULD: 
CONTINUE: SUPPLY’ ARMS: REGARDLESS: WHAT’ BRITISH’ OR: OTHERS: ‘DDD. 

WHILE! UK: FEELS: CEASEFIRE COUPLED: TO: ARMS: EMBARGO ‘WOULD: BEL VIABLE 
FIRST STEP: ON PEACE: AGENDA» THEY’ FEEL: tT COULD: ONLY: BE ‘ENFORCED! AT 
THE!:POINT: OF! DELIVERY BY IMPARTIALI INSPECTORS» AND! ‘CLEARLY 

CONCERNED: “THAT ARMS: EMBARGO: ISSUE! SHOULD! NOT BE: POSED: IN’ 
IMPRACTICAL! FORM® 


0 BRITISH: SENT TWO: EXPERTS: Last MONTH: WHOI itd: THOROUGH! 
STUDY’. OF: STATE OF i FMG AIR’ FORCE: AND! APPRAISAL: ‘OF! FMG: ALRDEFENSE of 
CAPABILITIES? THEY® AGREED’ FURNISH! US: WITH: REPORT ‘ON: ‘SENSITIVE: = Ve he 
BASIS». THEY* ‘CONCERNED! THAT® AIR WARLIS: ‘POTENTIAL! ‘DESTABLI©- | , ie 
ZING: ELEMENT. ON: BOTH! SIDES» THAT’: BIAFRAN’ AIR: ‘FORCE: ‘HAS: “CAPAs ; 8 2 mee 
ABILITY INFICTING! SUBSTANTIAL! ECONOMIC: DAMAGE, AND ‘PER. ‘EXPERT 9- - AS 
REPORT. CITIED: ABOVEs NIGERTAN CAPABILITY: DEFENDING OTL’ . : 
INSTALLATIONS* VERY: LIMITED». BRITISH: APPRAISAL! FMG: 

MILA TARY ‘CAPABILITY: PESSIMISTIC: BUT: THEY” INCLINED. THINK: AS” 

MATTERS» NOW: GOING: SOLUTION: MAY: TURN: ‘ON: MILITARY: VICTORY oo 
BRITISH’ CONCERNED: THAT: FOREIGN PRESSURES: ON: GOWON: TO: BE! - . Bee 
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| 
| 
| 
| MODERATE: IN FACE! HAWK: PRESSURES:.COUPLED: WITH: CONTINUED MILI. 
| TARY FRUSTRATIONS MAKE! GOWON'S POLITICAL! POSITION DIFFICULT* 
| THEY: FEEL! LOSS: OF: GOWON: WOULD: BE: SERIOUS: BLOW TO HOPE: FORi 
| SENSIBLE: SOLUTION PROBLEM 
| 

9° BRITISH, FEEL\ HOUPHOUET. COULD: BE. IMPORTANT’ FACTOR: 4ND: 
“URGED! BRUBECK! VISIT ABIDUAN+ THEY ALSO: URGED! BRUBECK: RETURN’ 
| THROUGH! LONDON AT END: OF: TRIP: AND: HE: AGREED: IF: POSSIBLE’ 
WOULD: DO’ SO% 
| ANNENBERG! 
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REFi KADUNA 888. 
SUBJECT? ZIK"S SPEECHES: AT .KADUNA 


ALONG: WITH: SEVERAL! IMPROMPTU: PRESS: CONFERENCES» 
AZIKIWE! GAVE! TWO: ‘FAIRLY’ ‘FORMAL! ADDRESSES: WHILEL AT 


. " KADUNAS. ONE: AT NORTH! ‘CENTRAL! GOVERNMENT RECEPTION: 


SEPTEMBER! |] - TNI-REPLY: TO: NC! MTLGOV* - ‘KYART 1S: WEL®- 
COMING: REMARKS" (FBIS: 26D ‘SEPTEMBER 1578. AND! .LONG: 


‘INTERVIEW ‘ON! KADUNA, ‘TV SEPTEMBER! 12; (FBIS: ‘REF I, 


NOT. YET. AVAILABLE®) AT” NOR e EAS ‘HE! USEDI:A: 
PREPARED: TEXT : 5 


COMMENT? ZIK! FOLLOWED. SAME, LINE! HENa WAS* USED! SINCE ee ate onesie gee, 
RETURNING: TO: NIGERIA, IsEws- HECCOERCED: INTO: HELPING 0°. pce eee 
REBELS:.AND: HE''NOW DEVOTING: ALL!'EFFORTS: TO! RECON®. a ae 
CILTATION:. AND:. ASSURANCES: ‘CROCFETY: ANDWELCOME!' FOR 
1B0S: THROUGHOUT INIGERTA+ “INTERESTING. TOt .” - 1 
KYARI NOWHERE? MENTIONED: NORTH! WOULD!' WELCOME! » 
1BO0S: BUT’ IN: REPLY: ZIK! PUT’-WORDS: TNE KYART 'SEMOUTHE » 
"YOUR! EXCELLENCY' HAS PLACED! IT:ON: RECORD! THAT: AS: 
FAR! AS! NORTH! CENTRAL! ‘STATE! CONCERNED: YOU: SUPPORT: 
THE! CAUSE!OF PEACE YQUi:SUPPORT™ THE!RETURN!'OFi - i es Ath gee ath ng 2% 
THOSE! WHO: HAVE! BEEN: MISLED! TO: DECLAREA® WAR’ ON. ‘THETRi FATHERLE ANDI oe - 
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YOU ALSO GAVE! ANi- ASSURANE E: IMPELCITLY™ THAT WHEN’ ‘THEY RETURN: 
THEY™ WILL! BE! TREATED! AS: ‘EQUALS: WITHOUT’ ANY: DISTINCTION 
WHATSOEVER" ~ KMART NETTHER: SAID! OR: IMPLIED: ANY SUCH’ 

THITNG'o 


“TN: Tv: INTERVIEW: ZIKi ATTEMPTED: ELABORATE® DETAILED! DEFENSE: 


OF HIS: ACTIONS: DURING: PAST‘ THREE! ‘YEARS*®: JHE! SPOKE» ‘FOR! 
INSTANCE» :OF: BEING: HINNDED: PREPARED! TEXTS: ‘EMERY’ TIME!HE 7 
MADE: AN! ADDRESS: AND!-OF! BEING LITERALLY LED: LIKE! ‘MARTONETTE: 
AT* INTERNAT TONAL! CONFERENCES: HEL: ATTENDED! WITH! ‘OUUKWU's 

HIS: DEFENSE: “STNGULARLY’ ‘UNCONVINCING* AND: ‘THOUGH: ‘PEOPLE! 
HAVE! BEEN: GUARDED! INU.THETRi:-COMMENTS— - ‘WE!'GET IMPRESSION 


ZK! DIED: NOT GO. OVER: TOO WELLE WITH: NORTHERNERS:: iMOST "OF! 


WHOM! CONSIDER: HIM: ‘UNTRUSTWORTHY: POLITIC AN! RENDERING ‘USER 
FUL! TEMPORARY SERVICE: TOWARD: ENDING REBELLIEON® » 
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ie AMB: AKE {IVORY COAST} APPROACHED MISOFF: TO MAKE: REQUEST. 
THAT PRESIDENT .NIXONs_ IN: HIS'-GENERAL' DEBATE STATEMENT’ IN: GAL ae 
SEPT*. 18>» APPEAL FOR ‘CEASEFIRE!’ IN. NIGERIAAND URGE! BON, ; 
SIDES: 7 ENTER INTO: NEGOTIATIONS» 


Qe AKE! ALSO. WONDERED: IF IT WOULD: BE: POSSIBLE: ‘FOR Yost ‘TO! 
SEE! TWO: MEMBERS: OFA BIAFRAN’ DELEGATION WHO! ARE: ‘CURRENTLY® 
IN’ NEW YORK: AND: PRESUMABLY WILL! BE LOBBYING: IN’ UNe 

AKE' WAS UNABLE: GIVE: NAMES BUT SAID ONE’ OF! MEMBERS: WAS 


MISSION PLANS CONTINUE: CONTACTS:. WITH! BIAFRANS: AT. ‘PRESENT - 
LEVEL’. WE: WILL! HOLD' OUT’ NO: RPT’ ‘NO! HOPE. THAT: CEASE*FJRE' 


3 “SUBSEQUENT ® TO: DRAFTING: ABOVEs OfUEN iB LAFRAN' REPLIN US): 
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eee a “THERE: CONTINUES: TD: BE! ‘CONSIDERABLE: SENTIMENT IN: WESTERN ‘NIGERIA 
“IN: FAVOR. DFI NEGOTIATED! PEACE! SETTLEMENT?. ‘THDUGHI OFFICIAL PUBLIC! 
L'ENE! AND. MOST’ OF! -PUBLIC( MEDIA. ‘CONTINUE. HAWKISH® THIS" ‘HAS’ EVEN 
BEEN’ TRUE! DF: AG»DWNED. NIGERIAN ‘TRIBUNE » WHITCHI 1s! WHY EDITORIAL! 
SUMMARIZED REFTELi SEEMED! WORTH: REPORTING : 


‘go AG SYMPATHIZERS: HAVE! TENDED: SWING: BACK! AND! FORTH ON! THIS: ISSUEL 

"BUT: ANOTHER, INDICATION! THEY.MAY: BE! SHINGING!. TOWARDS: FAVORING: © 

“PEACE! TALKS: WAS: ATTITUDE! DFi-TOP-CIVIL! SERVANT -PETER::O0UMDSU!’ when 
_ DURING CDURTESY CALL! TD! INTRODUCE: GAY TeDAyeeWREL Ee GOURESU Te 
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STATE 


Following is text of Dept spokesman noon briefing, Wednesday, Sept. 13: 


Q 


Would you comment on the reports a Sov Foreign Affairs commentator 


has charged that American Negroes in the military are helping the 
rebels in Nigeria? 

A: I've looked into this report and to the best of our knowledge there 
is no truth in it. FOR BACKGROUND, I would say obviously we can't be 


one hundred percent certain. However, if any basis for 4t wer found, 


CEE IZ 


we would undertake every step to discourage such activity. 

Q: He also mentioned US aid -- 

A: I would tend to discount it almost entirely. 

Q: How about aid in the form of any supplies or anything going to the 
rebels from the US? 

A: We have no military aid program in Nigeria. 

Q: What was the question -- that the American Negroes in the militery 


service are helping the rebels in Nigeria? 


A. . 
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[~ A: Yes. 


Q: What American military forces do we have in Nigeria? 

A: In Nigeria, none, except I think the Military Attache at our Embassy 
in Lagos. 

Q: Is he a Negro? 

A: Offhand, I don't know. 

QzxzRonskzwexebitszhavexhixxPareexpersonueZxtherexwithzibusezeargazpLzanestz 

hex zkzkhinkz youd rexmizingzkhezGongezandizhzeexxax 

QuxzRexbapax 

Q: If we have no military forces and simply a Military Attache, why would 
you tend to discount this but say you can't be absolutely certain ON 
BACKGROUND? 

As The allegation is that military specialists -~- I think is the phrase 
used -—- are assisting the forces in the eastern region. I'm simply allowing 
for a little protection here that if an American citizen were in the area 
the possibility that he may somehow be engaged. We have no reason to 
believe this, but I don't want to have you come back to me in a few days 
and say that they have identified some American citizen. But so far as 


American military is concerned, that's nonsense. 
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SUBUECT? - ZIKHS! VIS Ti TO: NORTHERN! Sates: 


Jo. FOLLOWING BRIEF! VISIT" SOKOTOO-MORNING!:SEP TEMBER! TI °DRe._ 
NNAMDE!:AZIKITWE! ARRIVED! KADUNA: BY EXEQUTIVEDPLANE! AT. NOON’ ‘DROVE: TO: 
ZARIA: FOR! LUNCH WITH! VICE! CHANCELLOR! AUDU! OF! AHMADU! BELLOW = ‘UNE 
VERSITY® AND! MEETING: WITH! EMTREOFLZARIAS » ‘AND! REMURNED!' TO: 


) KADUNA; FOR: NORTH! CENTRAL! STATE! ‘DENNER: AT HAMDALA, ‘HOTEL! 


WHICH! ATTENDED: BY’ SOME! 1a@ ‘STATE! GOVERNMENT” ‘OFF ICTALS* AND: 
LOCAL! LUMINARIES’ 


. 20. OFFICIALI-GREETERS: AT” KADUNA;: ALRPORT. WERE! FIRST DIVISION 


REAR! COMMANDER: COLe Te Ys -DANUUMA ; AND: INCESTATE! WORKS: :COM=- 
MISSI ONER!:NUHU! BAMALL Io: DANUUMA- TOLD ‘MEU THAT. INI: “ADDITION! 
TOUHANDFUL!-OFFACIALSS iSOME} 25.9: WELL ‘WESHERS® AND: ONLOOKERS:: - 
HAD! -GATHERED! TOrMEET: ZUK! AT ‘ATRPORT*s- “OTHERE: FOFFIETALIGREE TS. 


ERS: WERE! ACTING NC\ POLICE! COMMISSIONER! DIMKAs DEHERE ROME. 


MI'SSTONERS: AND!:M MELE TARY: OFFICERSS 


Be ZK! ‘TOLDS:MEIHE! WOULD! FL: Foi Jos: ANDI: Mi TOUGURT SEPTEMBER! 12! 
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FORi- BEAFRA. ANTHEM! ANL EMOTIONAL! POEM! Z1Ki WORTE!, AFTER! FALL 


OFF HIS: ‘HOMETOWN ONT TSHAo* 


5'o 21K! SAID) PURPOSE! TOUR: OF NORMHI-WAS: OBTAIN! FACTS: FOR! 
CAMPAIGN: AGAINST ® ‘REBEL!‘PROPOGANDAS sAND! -HEAR! SUGGESTIONS: FOR! 


“" RECONCILIATION: ‘OF! IBOS: ‘WITH! FELLOW!'N NIGER ANS» TN® THIS: RE®: 


GARD». SULTAN: OF L:SOKOMOC CANDEMIE SGOV™NORTH: WESTERNUSTATE!H HAD! 
ASSURED!'HEMy ACCORDING: TO: NEWUNTGERIANY | LOFT WARM!' WELCOME! FOR! 
1BOS: WHENEVER! THEY ‘RETURNED® - INESOKOTO! ‘HE! “SAW! ACCOUNTS: i0F: 
MONEY* COLLECTED!'ON: ABANDONED! HOUSES: WHI CHIHENSATD: WOULD: Go. 
LONG: WAY For ASSURE! 1g0S: OF. THETR:. SAFETY *s. 


6a. BOTH: AT AIRPORT? ‘AND’: DINNER: : ADDRESS': SEPTEMBER: TT. 2h 
CHARACTERIZED! ‘OUUKWU!: AS* RUTHLESS! LEADERS | INPERVTOUS:: ‘TO! * eae 
REASON®-. IT» THEREFORES. NECESSARY’: ‘DEMORALI ZEUMASSES:: FOLLOW. ’ 
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Dutch Concern Over Nigeria/Biafra 


SU 


As we reported earlier (Hague 2894), Dutch public opinion has focused 
almost exclusively on the humanitarian aspects of the conflict in 
Nigeria. However, the protracted nature of the civil war appeared 

to have taken its toll and Dutch interest in the issue seemed to flag 
this summer. Now, reports out of Nigeria concerning the impact 

of the interrupted relief flights, the apparent inability of the relief 
groups to resolve the situation, and the allegedly increasing death toll 
from starvation have awakened renewed public concern here, 


Parliamentary Interest 


Dutch interest in the matter has been particularly manifest in the 
Second Chamber of Parliament, whose members in recent weeks have 
addressed numerous questions on Nigeria to the Foreign Ministry. 
Generally, the MPs want the Dutch Government to take a more active 
role in relief operations in cooperation with like-minded countries. 

In this connection, the Parliamentarians feel that the GON should 
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act with or without Nigeria/Biafra's permission. Other questions 
drew from the GON categorical assurances that its arms embargo 
remains in force, 


GON Position 


In its replies to the MPs, the Foreign Ministry takes the line that 
Dutch hands are tied if the combatants refuse to agree on a relief plan. 
However, the GON continues to reassure the MPs of the Government's 
support for cooperative efforts to bring relief to the war victims and 
its readiness to seize every opportunity to further the cause of peace 
in Nigeria. . 


Comment: Parliament's frustration with the ongoing war and continued 
human suffering permeates the entire batch of questions. In fact, the 
tone suggests that a number of MPs, contrary to their better political 
sense, are recommending action which neither of the antagonists nor 
their neighbors would accept, Whe parliamentary flurry accounts most 
likely for the Foreign Ministry's decision to move to a more active 


role, if possible, in the relief operations, as well as its interest in any 


political discussions on Nigeria (Hague 3218). 
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Questions in Second Chamber on Nigeria 


. Questions of Mr. Nederhorst (PvdA) - July'29, 1969 


Is it true that the Foreign Minister, during a short stay in Lagos-was 
asked whether the possibility existed that the Netherlands would lift 
the weapon embargo to the combattants in Nigeria? - And, he answered 
that no recent requests for weapon deliveries had been submitted, but 
‘we will see what happens''. 


If this report is correct, does this mean that the question of arms deliveries 
to Nigeria is an open question and that, pending the outcome of the 


- conflict, the arms embargo, depending on the circumstances, may be 


lifted any moment? 


Answer of Minister Bakker (Minister of Foreign Affairs, a.i.) - August 21, 1969 . 


During his short stay in Lagos, the Minister of Foreign Affairs declared, 
when asked by a journalist, that the Government's decision to suspend 
arms deliveries to Nigeria was ‘still in force. When asked whether 
Nigerian requests for arms export licenses had been submitted, he 
answered that this had not been the case. The journalist in question 
then asked whether the embargo on arms exports would also apply to 
possible future requests. Because this embargo was adopted in 
connection with the existing civil war in Nigeria, the Minister answered 
that a decision on this matter could only be taken in the light of the 

then existing situation, referring, of course, to a possible termination 
of the civil war. 


In view of the answer to question number one, it follows that the answer 
to the second question is negative. 


Guscioa of Mrv oP ranesch (PvdA) - August 4, 1969 


Is it true that the warships SS Nigeria" ond SS ''Ogoja'' which Nivesia 


_ uses in its operations against Biafra, are Dutch ships originally sold to . 


the Nigerian Government? 


‘Is the Minister aware that it is assumed that Dutch citizens serve on 


these ships as technicians and advisors, dueto the lack of adequately 
trained personnel? 
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Can the Minister state that this assumption is incorrect? 


Can the Minister declare that the Netherlands: does not provide equipment 
or ammunition to keep these ships operational? 


Answer of Mr. Bakker (Minister of Foreign Affairs, a.i.) - August 21, 1969 


The S.S. ''Nigeria'' was built in the Netherlands to the order of the 
Nigerian Government and it became operational in the Nigerian Navy in 
September 1965. The S.S. 'Ogoja'' originally is an American ship on 
loan to the Netherlands and transferred to the Nigerian Government in 
August 1966, with the permission of the American authorities. It had 
been loaned previously to the Nigerian authorities. 


The Government is unaware of any Netherlands technicians and advisors 
in service on these ships. 


Since May 1968, when it was decided to suspend arms deliveries to Nigeria, 
not one single delivery has taken place, neither of ammunition nor 
equipment for the above-mentioned vessels. 


Question of Mr. Walburg (ARP) - August 13, 1969 


Are the Ministers prepared to investigate with the greatest possible speed 
whether it may be possible, together with such other countries as Belgium, 
Switzerland or Scandinavia, to bring food convoys into the heart of the 
hunger-stricken area in Biafra by means of lorries, pr eferably with the 
aid and guidance of the International Red Cross? 


Answer of Mr. De Jong (Minister of Foreign Affairs, a.i.) - August 21, 1969. 


Several possibiliuies towards the resumption of relief aid are being 
_ examined on an international level. A plan to supply relief goods by 
road has not been taken into consideration in view of the many problems 
involved and also because both parties in the Nigerian conflict, particularly 
the Biafrans, very explicitly oppose such a plan. 


Questions of Mr. Den Uyl aa Franssen (PvdA) - August 14, 1969 : a 7 - [ 


Is the Government prepared to. seek together with Scandinavian countries, 
| ‘Canada, and possibly : some Asian and African nations, the establishment 
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of a supervisory body for daytime food flights.to Biafra from neutral 
territory, as proposed by the Joint Church Aid? 

Is the Government prepared, in case Lagos would reject such supervised 
day flights, to exert the greatest possible pressure on the Federal 
Military Government and to cooperate in food flights without the Federal 
‘Government's permission? : 


Answer of Mr. Bakker (Minister of Foreign Affairs, a.i.) - August 21, 1969 


Following the rejection of the ICRC's recent proposal, various other plans 
are being considered. The Government is constantly consulting with the 
-ICRC and friendly Governments to see which of these plans merits 

support and has the best chance of success. It might be very harmful if 
different parties involved would insist on the acceptance of different 

plans, as this would only endanger the realization of a feasible relief 

plan. The Government is happy to note that closer cooperation between the 
Joint Church Aid and the ICRC has developed. 


In view of the fact that neither the Federal Government nor the Biafran 
authorities have vetoed to date the proposed plan, it is impossible to say 
at this moment where pressure would be the most desirable to obtain 
acceptance of the new plans. 
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REF: Lusaka 326 (NOTAL) State 27206; Lagos 2310 


ASW _] 


1. USG position on Nigeria as reflected ref deptel has not changed, We continue 
to recognize only FMG and do not rec ggnize so-called Biafra regime. USG also 
continues view Nigerian problem as basically African one. We therefore would not 
wish make suggestions re possible GRZ role in Nigerian crisis. 

2. Although MFA Permsec Chona's view that there little hope for XHEAKEX lasting 
stability in Nigeria if Biafra subdued by force is also subject of EAH concern 
here, chances of returning situation to conference table do not now appear 
promising. Despite negative FMG reactions to outside attempts to promote — 
peaceful settlement, USG would not wish discourage such efforts, whether by 

GRZ or by other AF states. Our hope for earliest possible peaceful settlement, 
however, does not mean that USG supporting Biafra either overtly or covertly. 
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FROM =: Amembassy LIBREVILLE DATE: September 6, 1969 
INT | LAB | TAR 

SUBJECT: BTAFRA = French Military Attache's comments on Military iv 
TR | xma | AIR Situation and Relief Programs 

aoe ‘ libreville 892 


ARMY CIA 
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French Ambassador DELAUNEY has consented to keep this Tnbassy : 
briefed on developments in the Nigerian-Biafran conflict, “through, 
the intermediary of his Military Attache, Col. Jean MERLEs.who ™ mn 
also serves as local director of the French Red Cross relféef 
effort for Biafra, Col. Merle gave us a preliminary briefing 
on August 28, the main points of which were reported in the 
telegram under reference. Enclosed is a memarandum of our 
conversation which will provide some additiorfl details, as 
well as a rough map on which Merle has sketched the current 
perimeter of the Biafran redoubt. . 


Zz 
> 
< 
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Col Merle also left with us a summary of French Red Cross 
activities here through 31 July. He added that activity had 
increased considerably during the past few weeks, to the degree 
that relief traffic out of Libreville had "reached the saturation 
point", His figures do not, of course, coincide exactly with 

our own observations, partly due to our own difficulty in dis- 
tinguishing bona fide relief flights from the arms flights which 
the Colonel's figures ignore. They may be useful, however, as 
an indicator of French relief activity, both here and in Ivory 
Coast, and a translation of the summary is enclosed. 
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RELIEF ACTIVITY THROUGH 31 JULY 1969 


Since 
; = Beginning 
July 1-31 of Operation Observations 


Missions flown by French 


Red Cross airplane 23 272% “two of which 
failed to land 
at Uli 

Tonnage of food and medicines 15) T. 1,535 T, 


landed in Biafra 


Tonnage of medicines, etc. placed - 150 T, 
at disposition of civilian . 
reception centers in Gabon 


Number of children evacuated 120 3, 765% “of whom 1,132 

to Gabon prior to 25 Sept, 
1968 

Number of children treated at 62 1,800 

French Military Hospital, 

libreville, 


Deceased among children 8 138 
evacuated 
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BIAFRAN REFUGEE CHILDREN IN GABON AS OF 33 JULY 1969 


French Military Field Hospital , 173 
German Caritas 1,501 


International Caritas: 


Ste Marie Center 360 (of whom 17 with 
families) 
St. Andre Center _ : 156 
Ovem nn 
Franceville 30 
Fougamou . | 4 11 
Bitam 51 
Okoundja 13 
Lambarene . 17 
Schweitzer Hospital | ho 


Terre des Hommes (Baraka and Guegue Centers ) 480/490 approx. 
Diocese de Mouila 48 


ace 


ska TOTAL : 2,93) approx. 


REFUGEE CHILDREN IN IVORY COAST 


Bouake , 350 


Cocody =, 4 _— 326 
Grand Bassam _ 183 
TOTAL | 859 
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a CONFIDENTIAL 


MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 
PARTICIPANTS: Ambassador Funkhouser, Colonel Merle - Embassy of France, 
T. Frank Crigler 
PLACE & DATE: Ambassador Funkhouser's Office, 28 August 1969 . 


SUBJECT 


Biafra 


Col. Merle outlined the perimeter of the terrain presently held by 
the Biafran forces (see attached map). This area included a 
4 significant enclave on the west bank of the Niger river which is 
/ an important oil-producing area (AGIP plus others), as well as 
two other centers of oil industry. But the area markedly failed 
to include any major cities, the FMG forces apparently having 
directed their thrusts against the cities in particular. In some 
cases, FMG enclaves focussing on cities went deep into otherwise 


a Biafran-held territory. The clear impression was that the FMG 
& held the cities while the Biafrans controlled the countryside. 
ee 


! Concerning Biafran supply problems, Merle noted that the Biafrans, 
ee even without a full-fledged refinery, are able to meet their POL 

requirements handily by means of home "stills": Crude is placed 
in a 200 ltr. barrel and a pipe run from the top of the barrel down 
through wet earth and finally to smaller containers; the crude is 
heated, hi-test gasoline is distilled off first, then lower grade, 
then kerosene, and finally fuel oil, until only a useless residue 
remains and is discarded, Everywhere crude is being refined in 
this fashion, and gradually more sophisticated installations based 
on the same process are being built. However, the Biafrans have 
no capacity for producing high-octane aircraft fuels. 


Indeed, Merle pointed out that the Biafrans have precious few 
vehicles to keep running with their home-made gasoline. The army 
has practically no armored weapons (one is a captured British 
"galadin") and very few trucks or other personnel or equipment 
carriers. 


Two airports, the one quite close to the other, Uli and Uga, are 
located within the Biafran perimeter, Both are converted portions 
of highway, quite long but exceedingly narrow. The Ambassador 
asked why the FMG bombers did not knock out the two airports which 
constitute Biafra's lifeline, since it would appear that this could 
be done so easily. Merle confirmed that the war could be ended 
immediately by this means; the Biafrans could not possibly continue ok 
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since they had no stockpiles of either food or ammunition. However, 

2 he saw two reasons why the FM did not: (1) it would look inhumane 
in the eyes of world opinion to close the only door remaining open 
to relief supplies; and (2) the FMG sees it to its own advantage to 
prolong the war, since each day it continues costs a few more Ibo 
lives, and true "victory" could only be achieved by breaking the back 
of the Ibos! ability to resist. 


In the face of this, the Ambassador asked, why were the Ibos so 
stubborn with regard to such relief plans as daytime relief flights 
and the Cross-River route from Fernando Po via Calabar? Merle replied 
that the Biafrans were exceedingly suspicious, even of the ICRC, and 


feared that the FMG would manage somehow to poison the foodstuffs or * 
even commandeer the relief planes or ships to sneak forces of FMG a 
troops into Biafra. Merle added that he thought that the only way acer 
- suspicions on both sides could be overcome and the relief operation tay 
a got moving would be if U.S. instrumentalities and personnel were to 


i %., ; 

take them over since only the United States was considered neutral. wie 
NN eee NO et Tet, 

The Ambassador commented that some Gabonese had told him that Ojukwma ; 
and Gowon had become irreconcilable enemies and that if these two 4 
were replaced by more reasonable persons, a negotiated peace could 
be worked out. Col. Merle said he thought this was wrong. Neither 
Ojukwu nor Gowon was a hysterical hard-liner; both were under great 
pressure from lesser leaders to take an even more rigid stance and 
reject the temptation to negotiate. Merle was not at all sure that 
their elimination from the scene would not make a negotiated peace 
even more difficult to achieve (he mentioned Chief Fnahoro as one of 
the real hawks on the FMG side). Merle was quite sure that Ojukwu 
would consider a political settlement, but it would have to be one 
agreed upon by the Great Powers, including the U.S., and guaranteed 
by them, The OAU and other African efforts were foredoomed to failure, 
since they lacked the muscle to enforce the solution. 


s 


Col. Merle suggested, as had French Ambassador Delauney previously, 
that the United Nations would provide a better forum for solution of ee 
the problem. The Ambassador expressed his personal view that the 

UN would provide a sure route to impasse, unfortunate publicity and { 
hardened positions. Negotiations in camera by interested parties, | 
such as the Tashkent Agreement, might get results faster. : 


Other points made by Col. Merle included: 
a) Now that the rain had ended in Nigeria, the war would intensify. 


b) The Nigerians were much better equipped (tanks, arms, aircraft) 
and would seek to cut off Biafran salient west of the Niger. 
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The Biafrans would hope to reach Port Harcourt but were under- 
manned and had few guerrillas in that region. 


Traffic at Libreville airport had reached the saturation point 
(Comment: flights have increased in the past few nights). 
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STATE 
lL. During sti of talk with Portugese Charge September 5, Dep. Asst Sec. 
Trimble referred to USG policy of not supplying arms to either side in Nigeri 
conflict, He expressed concern re reports of arms shipments reaching Biafra vi 
Lisbon and Sao Tome and noted such aid could only escalate conflict, increase 
dangers to Amcits and Europeans in Nigeria and encourage FMG to become more 
dependent on USSR. Trimble also told Charge USG had heard that American airline 
had been approached at Paris to fly 60 tons of arms per week from Europe for 
Biafrans in Hercules aircraft. American company refused but USG concerned that 
other arms shipments to Blafrans might ease way for Russian penetration. 

2. Charge promised report Trimble conversation. | 
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SUBJECT! FURST DIVISION. REAR’ COMMANDER’ VIEWS: ON: CIVIL’ WAR 


te DURING DISCUSSION: OF: POSSIBILITIES: FOR: ‘TERMINATION 


CIVIL! WAR» Lie ‘COLONEL! Ts Ye -DANUUMAs ‘COMMANDER. FIRST 
DIVISION! REAR» EXPRESSED PERSONAL! VIEW! THAT’ WAR: WOULD! 
GRADUALLY’ ‘END? IN: MILITTARY® OCCUPATION: FOLLOWING FLIGHT 
OF OYUKWU. TO: SET UP! GOVERNMENT IN: EXILE’ ‘HE! IMPRESSED 
BY’ CURRENT LACK: GUERRILLA, ACTIVITY’ AND|'SAW LITTLE! 

OR NO POSSIBILITY OF! ‘PROLONGED: GUERRILLA ‘WARFARE: IN: 
FUTURE! SINCE: ‘CIVILTANS: HAVE: NO” STOMACH! FOR? GIVING: 
ESSENTIAL: SUPPORT SUCH: OPERATIONS* IN MEANTIME HOW™: | 
EVER’. THERE SCANT. HOPE) OF! DEFECTION. FROM! REBEL! ARMY: ‘NOR’ 
1S! THERE: POSSIBILITY: ‘OFi MILITARY COUP: TO ‘UNSEAT™ ‘OUUKWU 
SINCE! THOUMILT TARY LEADERS: WHO: ‘COULD! ENGINEER. “COUP! ARE: 
WANTED! BY“ FMG: FOR: CRIMINAL! ACT LON: ‘DURING? 1966: COUP’: 
DANUJUMA - ALSO! STATED: REAL! POLITICAL! ‘POWER. BEHIND! OJUKWU ‘IS: 
CHRISTOPHER: Cre OMOUUKWU! WHO! APPARENTLY’ ‘SETS: POLICY’ IN: 
BIAFRA:.AND: WITHOUT WHOM: "QUUKWU: WOULD BE: LOST". OTHER 


-LEADERS: SUCH: AS: KENNETH: ‘DIKE! HAVE! PUT OUT” FEELERS: AS TO 


WHETHER. THEY” WOULD: BE. GIVENi BACK! FORMER’: GOVERNMENT. 
POSITIONS: INi FUTURE: NIGERTAS | ve 


@e ALTHOUGH! CIVILTANS: IN: REBEL AREAS: GRADUALLY: LOSING 
INTEREST EN) CONTINUATION’ OFI-WARSs FIGHTING! CONTINUES:- 
UNABATED* — -FMG: REMAINS: RELUCTANT’ ‘PUSH: OFFENSIVE! TOO: 


> CONFIDENTIAL: | 


ECLASSIFIED, 


ih 


y 


flees 5 


Department of State TELEGRAM | 


CONFIDENTIAL! 


PAGE’ 2 KADUNA, 09862 9544247 
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3+ ALTHOUGH: IT DIFFICULT POLITICAL! DECISTON» DANUUMa 


ASSUMES" PORT HARCOURT’ WILL! BE PART OF EAST CENTRAL! STATE! 


IN! VIEW OF PRE-WAR! -PREDOMINANCE 1BOS_IN .CITY'S: POPULATION 


HE! AVERRED “THAT’-AZIKWE' HAD: BEEN GIVEN ASSURANCE: BY EMG 


TO: THAT: EFFECT. 


COMMENT? COLONEL: DANUUMA IS. THOUGHFUL: AND: SCRUPULOUSLY 
HONEST OFFICER’ WHO SPENT SEVENTEEN! MONTHS: AT FRONT: AS 


DEPUTY. COMMANDER FIRST’ DIVISION. UNTIL HIS: TRANSFER’ 

TO! KADUNA..TN: MARCH’ 1969° HE WILL! RETURN’ TO: HTS: FORMER | 
JOB AT FRONT IN) DECEMBER: TO: REPLACS: COLONEL! MARTIN” ADATA 
WHO: HAS: BEEN: ASSIGNED! TO. STAFF COLLEGE: INi BRITAIN 


COMMENCING JANUARY™ 197% 
STEPHAN. 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL: USE USUN’ 2986 
SUBJ! NIGERIA: SYGS COMMENTS 


1« FOLLOWING: IS: EXCERPT RE NIGERIA FROM SYG STATEMENT 
BEFORE OAU HEADS OF: STATEXFULL’ TEXT SYG STATEMENT 
é POUCHED. UNP)} « 


am WHEN. I ADDRESSED THE’ LAST SESSION. OF: THIS ASSEMBLY IN 
' SEPTEMBER 1968, I STATED. THAT IF’ I WAS: UNABLE: TO: CONCEAL: 
MY: CONCERN ABOUT: THE PERSISTENCE. OF: COLONIAL: AND: RACIAL’ 
Se enceey IN. AFRICAs EVEN LESS. COULD I REFRAIN FROM’ 
XPRESSING. MY DISTRESS “AND: DISMAY AT THE: MOUNTING: TOLL: 
oF DESTRUCTION, STARVATION AND:.LOSS’ OF LIFE: RESULTING: . . : 
g FROM THE TRAGIC. FRATRICIDAL’ STRIFE: IN. NIGERIAs: SINCE THAT 
TIME». .I-HAVE' MORE’ THAN. ONCE: EXPRESSED MY .BELIEF: THAT 
THE DECISIONS TAKEN BY THE: ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN’ UNITY 
AT KINSHASA IN 1967 AND AT ALGTERS IN 1968 PROVIDE THE: 
“FRAMEWORK ‘FOR: ac 2S 
+ nn ~A~dUST SETTLEMENT. OF: THE. CIVILUWAR..BY.. PEACEFUL. MEANS» a 
IT LSA MATTER OF UNIVERSAL: DISTRESS THAT THIS OBJECTIVE! a 
HAS NOT YET BEEN ATTAINED* IF ANYTHINGs EVENTS HAVE 
SERVED! ONLY TO INTENSIFY THE:-GENERAL: FEELING OF’ CONCERN: 
AT. THE: CONTINUANCE OF THE: CONFLICT*-. THE: DREADED: CYCLE: 


et 
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_ OF STARVATION, DISEASE’ AND DEATH' ENGULFING THE POPULATION 
| IN THE AREAS OF! THE CONFLICT HAS YET TO BE BROKEN« ' 


IN THIS: SITUATION’ THE: EXCLUSIVELY HUMANITARIAN: ACTIVITIES 
OF THE: UNITED: NATIONS FAMILYs PARTICULARLY THROUGH 
UNICEF AND THE! WORLD’ FOOD PROGRAMME: AND IN CO-ORDINATION 
WITH) THE: INTERNATIONAL! COMMITTEE: OF. THE: RED: CROSS» HAVE 
CONSTITUTED. A. VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION TO: THE’ .EFFORT TO 
| PROVIDE AND DISTRIBUTE RELIEF: TO: THE’ CIVILIAN VICTIMS 
| OF THE HOSTILITIES* WITHIN. THE. SAME’ CONTEXTs THE REPRE- 
SENTATIVE: WHOM I HAD APPOINTED FOR: THE PURPOSE: IN AUGUST 
1968 HAS CONTINUED HIS WORK OF ASSISTING IN THESE RELIEF 
AND: HUMANITARIAN ACTIVITIES» OF ASSESSING: RELIEF NEEDS: 
AND OF RECOMMENDING WAYS. AND MEANS: OF EXPEDITING THE 
DISTRIBUTION OF: RELIEF: SUPPLIES« EVEN SOs IT 7S TO: BE 
DEEPLY REGRETTED THAT IT HAS’ NOT BEEN POSSIBLE: TO 
MAINTAIN WITHOUT INTERRUPTION THE FLOW OF: SUPPLIES’ TO: 'THE 
WAR@STRICKEN AREAS* I SHOULD’ THEREFORE LIKE TO: TAKE 
THIS: OPPORTUNITY TO STRESS ONCE: AGAIN IN THE NAME OF 
THE: MOST FUNDAMENTAL: HUMANITARTAN: PRINCIPLES THAT WHILE 
THERE IS STILL! A. GREAT NEEDFOR LARGER SHIPMENTS 
OF RELIEF: SUPPLIES: THE. URGENT PROBLEM IS TO ELICIT THE 
FULL! AND: WHOLE=HEARTED CO-OPERATION OF THOSE BEARING _ 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE AFFLICTED: AREAS: AS: REGARDS ‘FACILITIES 
FOR THE MOVEMENT AND: DISTRIBUTION OF’ SUPPLIES. 


AT THE SAME: TIME’ IT IS SELF*EVIDENT THAT IN: THE: LONG RUN 
ONLY THE. ACCEPTANCE: OF THE: OAU’ RECOMMENDATIONS» WHICH 
SHOULD:.LEAD: TO THE CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES: AND! THE: ‘SUCCESS= 


m4 FUL: NEGOTTATION: OF: ARRANGEMENTS: FOR: A. PERMANENT ‘SETTLEMENTS y 
a WOULD: PUT: AN! END: TO: THE: 'PRESENT PLIEGHT OF: THE: WAR= STRICKEN 7 
POPULATIONe FOR: THAT -REASON*s I MUST: ‘ONCE! AGAIN: EXPRESS qe 


THE! EARNEST HOPE: THAT NOTWITHSTANDING THE: PASSIONS AND 
THE BITTERNESS ENGENDERED: BY THE: HOSTILITIES» FRUITFUL: 
NEGOTIATIONS’ PURSUANT: TO! THE INITIATIVES WHICH: HAVE — 
oe RECENTLY BEEN: UNDERTAKEN: UNDER THE! AEGIS OF- THE: CONSUL 
_  JTATIVE: COMMITTEE! WILL! BE. CARRIED! OUTs ‘WITHA VIEW TO. 


| “BRINGING THE STRIFE. TO AND END: ANDi TO ASSURE! THE SECURITY a 
Le oe OF” ALLi ‘THE -PEOPLE: OF: THAT COUNTRY e 
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SUBUECT? REPORTED EFFECT: OF: AZIKIWE! STATEMENT: IN’ REBEL* 
HELD: AREAS: 


le DURING SEPTEMBER’ 4 NCCX» NIGERIAN MILITARY WIIT- _ 

ING: COLLEGE: (NMTC) COMMANDANT» “COLONEL! E%* Fe ‘SOTOMI» ‘HE: 

MENTIONED:'‘HIS: RECENT ‘VISIT; TOUWAR’ FRONT ¢#* TO! ILLUSTRATE’ 

A POINT RE WILLINGNESS: WAR*WEARY’ REBEL' ‘SOLDIERS: TO’ LAY’ 

DOWN ARMS: ESPECIALLY’ FOLLOWING: AZIKIWE STATEMENTS» HE: 

MENTIONED: THAT DURING: HIS: VISIT. TO: FEDERAL! TRENCHES: FED@: 

ERAL’ SOLDIERS: SHOUTED: TO: REBELS: WHO: IN) SIGHT ACROSS| RIVER: 

NOT. TO: SHOOT’ BECAUSE! "BIG: OFFICER" IN AREA*- ACCORDING: TO. 

SOTOMI» FIRING CEASED: AND! FRIENDLY GREETINGS: EXCHANGED 

WITH! REBELS’ % 


2a ‘soTOMI TOLD: ALSO: OF i FMG: TROOPS: WHO: ‘SHOUTED: "BEER". AS | 
THEY, CARRIED: ‘CASES:'OF: BREW: TO'-CENTER OF! BRIDGE’ ALONG: BATTLE®.. ate 

LINE® -SHOUTS: EFFECTED: CESSATION! ‘OF; FIRE BY: REBELS: WHO: ieee ae er eee? ft 
THEN: GRATEFULLY CAME' TO: ‘BRIDGE! ‘TOOCCOLLECT .BEER® ee er lay i 


COMMENT: “SOTOMI: IS: MERGETIC! TALKER: WHOSE: APPARENTLY: . 
MEDIOCRE: RECORD: HAS LANDED! HIM IN| BACKWATER: NMTC: SPOT e 
MORE! RELTABLE! ONE: DIVISION REAR: COMMANDER’ LTs COL’ | 
YAKUBU! DANJUMAs HOWEVER» ASSERTED! AT LUNCH!.LATER: SAME: 
DAY: THAT: AZIKIWE!:'STATEMENT BROADCAST To! REBEL’ AREAS', 
ALREADY: WAS’ PRODUCING: LARGE! NUMBER OF: DEFECTORS' FROM: ~ 
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SUBJ? NIGERIA/BIAFRA« SENGHOR: STATEMENT IN: PARIS’ 

ACCORDING: SEPTEMBER 3 AFP’ REPORT, PRESIDENT SENGHOR SPOKE TO 

PRESS’ FROM PORCH! OF: ELYSEE: IN PRESENCE: FRENCH: PRESIDENT’ 

POMPIDOU! FOLLOWING: LUNCH: HOSTED. BY LATTER’ ASKED!-ABOUT ANNOU- 
NCEMENT THAT GOWON WOULD: PARTICIPATE: IN. OAU:.CHTEFS: OF: STATE! MEETING: 
AT ADDIS’ ABABA» SENGHOR: SAID QTE! IT TS! A GOOD: THING® ‘OUR’ VIEW 

IS’ CLOSE TO THAT OF! DRe ASIKIWE*- WE! ARE: FOR! THE! INTEGRITY OF 
NIGERIA» BUT IN THE FRAMEWORK: OF: A. SUFFICIENTLY LARGE! AND: FLEXIBLE: 
FEDERATION: UNQUOTE © 
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SUBU% NIGERIA 

to FOLLOWING: IS: MARKPRESS: RELEASE! RECEIVED: TODAY: 

QUOTE SECRETS’ OF: MONROVIA. TALKS! REVEALED’ LONDON» SEPTEMBER 3, 

1969° A BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT -SPOKESMAN' HAS' ANNOUNCED: THAT? 

THROUGH AN UNIMPEACHABLE! SOURCE: IN:.LAGOS* INFORMATION. ‘HAS!:BEEN +r: 


RECEIVED REGARDING WHAT WENT ON. IN: MONROVIA» LIBERIA, LEADING! 
UP: TO! THE: DEFECTION: OF: DRie NNAMDT AZIKIWE' 


THE FIRST PART OF: HIS CONVERSATIQNS: WITH: NIGERIA'S: GENERAL: -GOWON 
WERE: DEVOTED! TO: ASSURING! DR’ AZIKIWE: ‘THAT HIS’ ASSETS” IN!.LAGOS: 
WOULD: BE RETURNED: TORHIM INTACT e- 


IT WAS THEN DECIDED. ‘THAT HE. SHOULD: scenMaaNY GENERAL: GOWON. ON : | 
A TOUR OF: NORTHERN 'NIGERITAs THIS! HE! AGREED: TO, PROVIDED: THAT: 
LIBERIA'S. PRESIDENT TUBMAN! ACCOMPANIED: HIM» PRESIDENT“ TUBMAN’ = 4 

ALSO: AGREED» ON THE: CONDITION: THAT% TO: SHOW IMPARTIALITY» ‘HE 2 ee 
AND! DRe AZIKIWE. SHOULD: ALSO: VISIT BIAFRA® : be 


ey = ae een 
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HOWEVER DRe AZIKIWE' REFUSED» ‘EXPRESSING: FEARS FOR: HIS: SAFETY) 
AND: USING’ AS’ AN ARGUMENT: THE: STORY. THAT BIAFRA'S ‘CHIEF JUSTICE» 
SIR LOUIS: MBANEFO: HAD: BEEN ARRESTED» AND’ THAT ‘HE ‘FEARED! A. 

SIMILAR FATE» (SIR! LOUIS: IS: CURRENTLY IN BRITAIN “TO: ATTEND: A 
LEGAL! CONFERENCE ® ) 


FOLLOWING DRe AZIKIWE’S. RENUNCIATION ‘OF: BIAFRA- LAST WEEK’ ‘CON® 
SIDERABLE SPECULATION NOw EXISTS: IN LAGOS AS: TO: WHAT FURTHER: 
PUBLICITY USE: CAN. BE MADE! OF’ DRe AZIKIWE IN’ RETURN: FOR THE: 
RELEASE OF HIS. ASSETSe CERTAINLY THERE IS THE! POSSIBILITY ‘THAT 
HE WILL’ BE PARADED AT THE! OeAoUe (ORGANIZATION OF! AFRICAN UNITY) 
SUMMIT: NOW TAKING: PLACE: In ADDIS: ABABAo 


AMONG: INFLUENTIAL’ SOURCES: IN. LAGOS» HOWEVERS DRe AZIKIWE'S 
WRETURN. TO THE FOLD" IS: VIEWED. WITH MIXED! FEELINGS® HIS' IMMEDIATE! 
PROPAGANDA USEFULNESS IS. APPRECIATED, BUT HIS MOTIVES ‘FOR: 
SWITCHING: SIDES: ARE CAUSING: SOME! EMBARRASSMENT IT- IS. ALSO. 
THOUGHT. THAT THE’ NOW AGING DOCTOR MIGHT NOT ALWAYS: ‘BE GUARANTEED 
TO TOE. THE FEDERAL: LINE IN. PUBLICe 


CERTAINLY AMONG: THOSE WHO: HAVE! EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT ‘DRe | 
AZIKIWE*S NEWe FOUND: FAITH IN “ONE: NIGERTA" IS’ CHIEF: ANTHONY’ 
ENAHOROs THE: COUNTRY?S: ‘COMMISSTONER. FOR INFORMATION» IT WAS! WHEN 
"ZIKe™ AS. THE DOCTOR: IS: KNOWN» WAS: ACTIVE! IN NIGERIAN: ‘POLITICS: 
DURING: THE LATTER DAYS':OF: BRITISH: COLONIAL RULE! ‘THAT: ‘HE! ENCOURAGED: 
HIS. PARTY'S YOUNG: "ZIKISTS" INTO: ANTI® “BRITISH DEMONSTRATIONS» 

THEN’ WITHDREW SUPPORT FOR THEIR: ACTIONS ® - ‘CHIEF: ENAHORO: CAME: To: 
SERVE: HIS FIRST PRISON! SENTENCE: AS: A ane AND: AFTERWARDS: 
CONDEMNED: ‘HIS OLD: LEADER: IN: "AZIKIWE' “SAINT OR! SINNER?" 


NIGERIA’S VICE PRESIDENT: CHIEF: AWOLOWO» AN: OLD POLITICAL! ENEMY» 
IS’ ALSO SAID: TO’ HAVE:-BEEN’ DISTURBED: BY THE! REASONS: BEHIND ‘THE! 
DOCTOR*S SUDDEN, CHANGE’ OF HEARTe 


AMONG ASPECTS: OF: DR’ » AZIKIWE*S DEFECTION WHICH: HAVE: CAUSED: 
COMMENT IN LAGOS HAS: BEEN THE: MATTER OF HIS. TRAVELING: ‘COM> 
PANIONSs A CONTINGENT OF SHELL ®=BP: EXECUTIVES: (THE: COMPANY* Is: 

THE MAJOR OIL' CONCERN INVESTING IN. NIGERIA) WAS’ ‘ON. THE: PLANE TO 
MONROVIA WITH: HIMs: AND: AFTER: THE! LIBERIA: MEETING THE™ ‘BRITISH 2 
AMBASSADOR TO THE: COUNTRY: FLEW: BACK:'TO LONDON ON. THE “SAME: FLIGHT® 
END: QUOTE. DECON UPON RECEIPT® 
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A, : 1» FOLLOWING: ON. HEELS: OF! ARRIVAL ADDIS: BIAFRAN: DELEGATION: 

Oo. WESTERDAY (REFTELI 4 DELEGATE’ TALK:.LAST EVENING: AT RECEPTION. 

HOSTED: BY NIGERTAN AMBASSADOR: SEEMS. FORECAST ‘DECIDED: STEP*UP 
"IN: PACE. NIGERIAN! DEVELOPMENTS: HERE’: - ace 


ae MALAWI -AMBASSADOR' SAIDi IT’ RUMORED: SECOND» MORE! SENTOR “aRouP:. 
“QF: BIAFRANS: EXPECTED: ARRIVE! ADDIS: TODAY"OR! TOMORROWs (NIGERIANS: 
~ PRESENT! AT. PARTY RESPONDED! TO! MENTION OF! THIS: REPORT: WITH! APPARENT 
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FERGUSON. MAY' BE! UNORTHODOX: BUT ‘NOT: STUPID: ANDi ‘FERGUSON: WANTED: 
STRAIGHT STORY FMGi POSITION* KOLO. COUNTERED: HE! ALWAYS: ABOVE! se 
BOARDS FERGUSON! KNEW: ‘HS: PERSONAL: VIEWS: BUT’ HE: GOOD: AMBASSADOR! 
ALWAYS FOLLOW HIS INSTRUCTION®’ SAID: -OVERRIDING: QUESTION 

POLITICS’ SE: STATE» SAID! ‘USG! ALWAYS: ADVISING: AFRICANS: BE’ 


IN: SE! REAL: PROBLEM FOR’ FMG* - ON: ‘TALKS ‘SATDi FMG:iHAD: TWO : ‘BASIC: 
PROBLEMS: ‘SPONSORSHIP: AND! INSPECTIONe - FERGUSON) REPLIED! THAT: 

APPARENT FIRST SESSION: ©WHY: NOT: PUT’ CARDS!:ON: TABLE: AND! DEAL 

WITH! ISSUE» KOLO: SAID HE: WILLIENG: DEAL WITH: ISSUE! BUT: ONLY TN: EE Ae, 
CONTEXT FERGUSON® KOLO TALKS* THEN: FERGUSON COULD: TALK: ‘WITH: REBELS! 
AND! ‘REACH! AGREEMENT : ‘THAT MODE’ - HE! NOT “SIT: DOWN: WITH REBELS TN: 
SESSION: SPONSORED! BY’ ‘USG:! EVEN: ‘THOUGH: ‘USG! REP%s “BROTHER o® 


WEDNESDAY''320@' TO'UDISCUSS: NAVIGATION: VOYAGE!.AND!:A ‘NONE SHOT’ 
STOCKFISH! OPERAT TON" ‘BEFORE! FALLI OF! RIVER: ANDi EXPECTED FMG: “SHOW: 
UP! READY’ TOO PLAY™ BALL. Te Elo NEGOTIATE® | KOLO: REPLIED "WE! BE: 
THERE! AND! READY’ TO'PLAY: FOOTBALL" 
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hee KOLO: ‘SUGGESTED: FERGUSON= KOLO: GET. ‘TOGETHER: LATE. WEDNESDAY os 
REACH! UNDERSTANDING: STATEI-OF!:PLAY: SINCE: HE! RETURNENG LAGOS - 9. 
SEPTEMBER: ANDi:CAN! PUT: MATTER: DIRECTLY TO: ‘GENERALIiGOWON® 3 
FERGUSON AGREED!-BUT: STRESSED: THAT TALKS: MUST ‘NOT BREAK’ DOWN» “1 
; DID: FERGUSON! DISPOSED’ "BLOW! WHESTLE® ‘ON: FMG<s ‘KOLO: RESRONDED: 
FMG: GOOD: FAITH’ BUT’ GENUINE: THINKING: LAGOS: BIAFRANS: NOT TN: ‘@o0D: 
“FAITH! AND! 'STMPLY’ LOOKING: FOR! WAY: ‘TO GET ‘PROPAGANDA _ ‘VICTORY ‘OVER 
FMG*® FERGUSON!- REPLIED: BIAFRANS: “CAME! GENEVA’ "READY TO: ‘PLAY «"™ 
KOLO! REVOENEDs "SINCE: TALKING: FOOTBALL! if TELLI: “YOU! THEY’ PUT 
PANTS: ON SAME’ WAY WE! DO HOLLIST’ WELL! BE’ AT: MEETING TOMORROW®s" 
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PUTT NIGERIAN! WAR’ ON’ AGENDA® 
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- RECEPTIVE’ FERGUSON. INTENDS: LAY’ OUT’ FULL! DEMAND! IN).LATE! WEDNES@ 
DAY MEETING* 
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COON F: I p EN T LT A LE ADDIS: ABABA. 3897 
SUBUECT® HIM INVITATION! TO: OUUKWUS LIBYAN: COUP: 


Ja MIN: STATE: “FORN: AFFAIRS: TESFAYE: TOLD: ME! TODAY: THAT LAST WEEK: 
HIM» AS' PRESIDENT | ‘CON (COM “HAD: “SENT” INVITATION: ‘TO: ‘OUUK WU: ‘THROUGH 
HOUPHOUET =BOIGNY® TO: ‘COME: ADDIS- ABABA. FORI: DISQUSSTON: WITH! :GOQWON: 
ON:: OR}. ABOUT SEPT’ So. INVITATION: ALSO: TRANSMITTED! ‘THROUGH! 'GOVERN=. 
MENTS: ‘OF: ZAMBI As “TANZANIA! ‘ANDI; GABON‘ IEG: ‘DOES: ‘NOT- EXPECT: REPLY 
TN: VIEW: OF: OUUKWU: ‘DISPLEASURE: WITHICON: ‘COM! BECAUSE: ‘OF AZIKWES~ 
GOWON! MEETING: IN: MONROVIA». IEG. ALSO!-DOUBTS: ‘OUUKWUL FEELS: ‘SUFFI® 7: 
CTENTLY SECURE: AT: ‘HOME! TOU.LEAVE: ENCLAVEMAT) THIES! ‘TIME’ ‘HOWEVER, | 
ETHIOP TANS: BELIEVE! IT’ ‘POSSTBLEI;OUUKWU!: MAY SEND! -SECOND!.LEVEL! DE. 


NATE! FMG:. ‘DELEGATION: OF! EQUIVALENT: LEVELI FOR! TALKS. - 


20 IN| RESPONSE: MY QUERY: RE‘ IEG: ‘REACT TON: TOLL LIEBMAN. ‘COUP2. TESs. 
FAYE! OPINED IT’ “SPELT” "BADI NEWS" FOR: BOTH: ETHTOPIA. LANDIIUS Si 
IN HIS: VIEW PRINCIPAL! BENEFECT ARTES: WOULDI-BE’: ‘EGYPTIANS: TEG: 
INTERPRETS: EARLY RECOGNITION!-OF: NEW REGIME!-BY ‘UAR® ASS “LIPhOFP: 
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THAT COUP: WAS: ‘PROBABLY’ ENGINEERED: BY EGYPTIAN. AGENTS “TESFAYE: 
ADDED! ‘THAT LIBYA*S: Of Li WEALT Hy WHICH! WAS:: ‘ONLY NOW: BEGINNING: ‘TO: 


BE! REAL! BENEFIT: TO: LIBYA. PEOPLE% WOULD: IN! FUTURE: LARGELY FLOW 
INTO! EGYPTIAN COFFERS*. 
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le FOLLOWING: IS: MARKPRESS: RELEASE! JUST RECEIVED? 
QUOTE DR NNAMDI- AZIKIWE+A, BIAFRANi GOVERNMENT™STATEMENT « 


OWERRI» BIAFRAs -AUGUST’ 299 1969*THE: GOVERNMENT’ OFi BIAFRA. 

HAS! ISSUED! STATMENT ‘DISASSOCIATING( ITSELFF FROM RECENT UTTERANCES: 
AND ACTIVITIES: OF!DR’ NNAMDIL: AZIKTWE’ TEXT: ORV STATEMENT" 

READS® 


w THE! ‘CABINET: of) THE! REPUBLIC! OF: -ATAPRA: HAS! NOW CAREFULLY: AND 
FULLY’ EXAMTNED! MATTER: OF! ORs NNAMIDI-AZIKIWEMS! VISIT: TOULAGOS. | 
AND! MONROVIA ‘THE!:GOVERNMENT’ REPEATS: ITS EARLIER: ‘STATEMENT “THAT 
IT KNEW: NOTHINGUWHATEVER!:OF! DR: AZIKIWE"S! VISIT®. 


NORe AZIKIWE! FLED! NIGERTA/ ANDSETTLED!. IN! BIAFRA: LIKE OTHER: 


EASTERN: ‘NIGERTANS (NOW! -BIAFRANS) 4 FOLLOWING: THE! ‘POGROM: ‘OFT 19660 
HE! WAS! -ELECTEDI A- MEMBER OF | THE: CONSULTATIVE! ASSEMBLY FOR. es 
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i ONITSHA DIVISION: LATER’ “THAT YEAR’ HE! ‘TOOK: HIS: ‘SEAT IN: THE: 
ASSEMBLY ANDI PARTICIPATED: IN ITTS"DELTBERATIONS® 


"BEFORE. ANDI AFTER: THE PROCLAMATION: OF: THE! REPUBLIC: OF: BIAFRA 

ON! 30TH MAY’ 19673 DR AZIKITWE: WAS: ‘ONE ‘OF! THE! ‘ENVOYS! WHO" 
REGULARLY’ WENT: ABROAD: TO: EXPLAIN! OUR! ‘CASE: AND: POSITION* IN 
JULYZAUGUST 19683 ‘HE! ACCOMPANTED: ‘THE! ‘HEAD: OF: ‘STATE! ‘TO: ‘NIAMEY 
AND! TO! ADDIS: ABABA: AS: HIS: PRINCIPAL: ADVISOR® AFTER’ ADDTS:. ABABA: 
DR'o “AZTKIWE! PROCEEDED ON! FURTHER: MISSIONSe 


"DRe AZIKTWE: WAS! IN: EUROPE: WHEN: THE ‘ENEMY ‘ENTERED ABAs OWERRI 
AND! OKIGWIe- LIKE: MANY OTHERS: ‘OUTSIDE! BIAFRA AT ‘THE! TIME» 

DR. AZIKIWE! THOUGHT THAT’ ALL! WAS" OVER WITH’ BIAFRAs IT WAS: 

AT: THES! POINT THAT: THE: GOVERNMENT OF BIAFRA. RECALLED: ALL! 

ITS: ENVOYS: ABROAD! FoR: BRIEFING EXCEPT: DR -AZIKIWE: AND 

HIS: TEAM’ WHO: WERE TO: PROCEED! TO: THE!:UNITED -STATES« 


"INSTEAD: OF: PROCEEDING: TO: THE: UNITED! STATES: ON THE! BRIEF HE: 
ALREADY HAD» HIS: COURAGE: FAILEDLHIMs AND: IN.LIGHT OFCHIS: ‘UNDER®= 
STANDING: OF THE! MILITARY: SITUATION). HE! SENT’ A: FRANTIC “MESSAGE: 
SUGGESTING: 4 SURRENDER? To: NIGERIA INU ORDER *TQ: SAVE! WHAT _ 
COULD! BE! SAVED** “THE! HEAD: OF! STATE: OF: BIAFRA. PPOMPTLY REPLIED: 
"REASSURING: DR AZIKIWE! THAT ALL! WAS: NOT..LOSTs AND: INVITING HIM 
~. TO RETURN: :HOME', TO: BRING: HIMSELF: UP: TOODATE® BEFORE: PROCEEDING: 
TO THE! -UNTTEDI STATES! AS. PLANNED e ‘DR, AZIKTWE! REPLIED! THAT “HE: 
pees HAD» FOR''HIS* AGEY ALREADY: TRAVELED! TOO: MUCHi WITHIN! A SHORT | 
PERIOD’ THE!:JOURNEYS::HAD! CAUSED: H HIM: PHYSICAL!-AILMENTS» INCLUDING: 
DELAYED: SHELL!'SHOCK»s :CALLING' FOR: ATTENTION -BY HIS: ‘PERSONAL! 
PHYSICIAN*WHO' HAPPENDED:. ALSO: ‘TO! BE! THE' ‘PERSONAL! PHYSTCTAN: ‘OF: si, 
HER! MAJESTY» THE QUEENI"OF! ENGL ANDs HE ALSO: WANTED! TO'HAVE: . 
HIS: WISDOM: TOOTH REMOVED* . THE: BIAFRAN ‘GOVERNMENT WAS “SYMPATHETIC: 
AND! UNDERSTANDING» ANDI OUT’. OF: TTS: MEAGRE! FOREIGN: EXCHANGE OC ae 
RESOURCES» MADE! AVAILABLE! TO!'HIM! MONEY FOR!HIES: ‘PERSONAL. EXPENSES © ee. 3 | 
LATER». THE! GOVERNMENT ‘UNDERTOOK! TOUSEND!DR® AZIKTWEMS:: ‘WIFE! AND! | 
FAMILY) - AT GOVERNMENT: EXPENSE) : ‘TO! TAKE: ‘CARE! OF: HIME IN, -LONDON® 


a WWHILE! INI LONDON: Re AZIKIWEV ESTABLISHED! ‘CONTACTS: with: MEMBERS! 
FO! THE! ‘BRITISH! GOVERNMENT ° AND! BRITISH!-BUSINESS: INTERESTS: AND: 
HELDI: DISCUSSIONS: WITH: THEM: ABOUT” BIAFRA. WITHOUT ANY’ REFERENCE! 
TOC OR! BRIEFING: ‘BY. THE: BIAFRAN! ‘GOVERNMENT « -SUBSEQUENTL YY ‘HE! 
FORMULATED! HIS: 14*POTNT: ‘PROPOSALS: FOR: PEACE! WHICH: HE! INTENDED: 
Tax PROPOUND! AT LECTURE! AT’ ‘OXFORD. IT WAS: THROUGH: THES BBCC 
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(BRITISH' BROADCASTING: CORPORATION) ‘THAT. THE: ‘GOVERNMENT: OF: BIAFRA> vs 
LEARNED::OF HIS INTENTION* TRUSTING: DRe AZIKIWE*S: ‘GOOD: ‘FAITHS . 
THE! GOVERNEMENT: OF! BIAFRA, PROMPTLY: UCAUSED! ‘CONTACTS: TO. ‘BE! MADE: 

WITH! DR® AZIKIWE: FOR AT. LEAST. THE: ‘COURTESY: OF: LETTING “THE: 

BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT ‘HAVEL AN’: ADVANCE: IDEA OF WHAT“HE WAS ‘GOTNG 

TO! PROPOSE’ : 

"THE! CONTACTS: WERE: ABORTIVE® MANY DAYS” AFTER: HE! HAD 

DELIVERED: HIS: SPEECH’ DR. AZIKIWE: SENT A. LETTER: TO! THE: BIAFRAN: 

HEAD: OF! STATE: IN! WHICHIHE! SAID AMONG OTHER: THINGS» THAT: ‘HE 

WAS’ NOT. AN: OFFICIAL: OR: REPRESENTATIVE. OF! THE! BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT» 

AND:- ASA. PRIVATE: INDIVIDUALI IN), A: _DEMOCRATIC:.COUNTRY: ‘HE HAD: 

FREEDOM. TO. EXPRESS: HIS: PRIVATE! VIEWS» AND: WAS::NOT - ‘PREPARED: TO: 

BE! PUSHED: ABOUT’ BY’ THOSE: IN’ POSITIONS: OF! "TEMPORARY POWER". 

FROM THE: ABOVE: IT WILL! BE! SEEN: THAT FOR! ONE! YEAR NOWs “DRe. 

AZIKIWE! HAS: CEASED: TO: ACT: FOR: THE! GOVERNMENT: AND: ‘PEOPLE! OF 

BIAFRAo | 
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SUBJECT NIGERIA 
MDRe AZIKIWE*S PRESENT ROLE! SHOULD: BE: SEEN) IN® THE’ Uigur 


OF! THE: FACT: THAT HE! ALWAYS: ENDS: A: CRISIS: ‘BY* SACRIFTCING: ‘THE! 
PEOPLE'S’ INTERESTS: ONCE!*HE: HAS. ‘FOUND! A: PERSONAL! ACCOMMODATION® 


WEN: COLONIAL! NIGERTAs HE: INDUCED: YOUNG" MEN: TO: ‘FORM THE: 
ZIKIST. MOVEMENT: FOR: THE! ‘PURPOSE! OF” FIGHTING: IMPERTALISMs a ; fe: 
BUT. EACH: TIME: ZIKISTS WERE! EN: “TROUBLES. HEL BACKEDOUT! “FON ‘SAVE! 3 

| HIS NECK®s THIS’ WAS':HOW: CHIEF! ANTHONY’ ENAHORO: CAME: TO: ‘SERVE: 

- HIS: FIRST: ‘PRISON SENTENCE: AND: LATER: WROTE! ‘HIS: PAMPHLET : : 4 

| ‘AZIKIWE ‘SAINT OR} STNNER? 2! LEAVING NOBODY IN ‘DOUBT: WHICH! iP 

> ONE! DRe AZIKIWE! WAS See 5: FO a : 


"IT WILL! BE RECALLED: THAT AFTER THE: i9so GENERAL! ELECTIONS: 
HE: PREVENTED! HIS: ‘PARTY? YHE! Nis Conic Ce a: FROM: ENTERING: INTOS-A 
‘ FRUITFUL! ALLIANCE: WHICH) WOULD: HAVE! GIVEN: ‘PROGRESSIVE®. LEADER®- 


Z SHIP: TO! NIGERTAs BECAUSE» ASHE PUT: IT) ‘MY OWN PERSONAL. POSITION: : oe 
os HAS’ BEEN: ASSURED*’* IT TURNED: OUT. THAT HIS: ASSURED: POSTTION ee | 5 Be 
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WAS: THAT: OF! ‘THE! GOVERNOR® GENERAL! ‘UNDER: A BRITESH IMPERIALIST 
REGIME’ “THE: cRists: THROUGH! WHICH! NIGERIA. PASSED! SINCE!HER’ 
INDEPENDENCE! AND: THE! ‘CURRENT SUFFERING IN: BIAFRA.:AND: NIGERIA 
STEM FROM HIS! SELFISH: DECISION':ON THAT OCCASTON® 


"TT WILL ALSO BE’ RECALLED! THAT IN: 1964 WHEN DR» AZIKIWED _ 

AS! THE! PRESIDENT AND?:HEAD! OF! STATE: OF NIGERIA, SAW:-BLATANT 
IRREGULARITIES AND' RIGGING: IN: THE! ARRANGMENTS: FOR! THE iNIGERTAN. 
ELECTIONS» HE! INDUCED: THE! EASTERN» MID=WESTERN:.AND' WESTERNN, _ 
NIGERIAN! REPRESENTATIVES: ON’ THE: ELECTORAL: COMMISSION’ To: RESTGN 
THEIR: MEMBERSHIP ‘HE!. ALSO: INDUCED: THE! UPGAs AN: ALLIANCE: OF. ‘THE: 
NeCwNeC* AND! THE’ ACTION: GROUP, TO: BOYCOTT “THE: ELECTIONS: AS 

A. MEANS: OF: STRENGTHENING: HIS''HAND’ IN DISMISSING: THE.“PRIME! MINISTER © 
HE» INi FACT, THEREAFTER’ WROTE: A. SPEECH: ‘DISMISSING: THE PRIME: the 
MINTSTER’ BUT AT: THE: LAST: MEMENTs FOR! SELFISH’: ‘CONSIDERATION :OF: ‘SAVING: 
HIS: POSITION®» ‘HEi BACKED: DOWN’ 


NDR AZIKIWE'S. RECENT VISIT: TO LAGOS: AND: MONROVIA WAS ENGINEERED 
BY THE! BRITISH’ GOVERNMENT® HIS MEETING: WITH!:GENERAL:! GOWON: _. 
WAS: CAREFULLY’ PLANNED: AND! PRE=ARRANGED® IT IS: NOW KNOWN! THAT 
DRie AZIKIWE! HAS: BEEN: PROMISED: A_KEY* POSITION! INi THE'-LAGOS: _ | 
REGIME! BY’ GENERAL! GOWON: AND: THAT HTS PROPERTY, _FNCLUDING:HIS.. 
_ BANK! ACCOUNTs HAS: BEEN! RELEASED: TO'HIMs THUS» FOR: PURELY ‘SELFISH 
". REASONS: DRe AZIKIWE: HAS’ MADE! HIMSELF! A» WILLING: TOOL! AT ‘THE: 
| HANDS! OF BIAFRA'S ENEMIES: ANDVHAS: AGAIN: SACRIFICED! THE! INTERESTS 
a OF! THE: PEOPLE: OF! BIAFRA»s- REGARDLESS’ OF} ALL! THE! BIAFRA ‘HAS: 
PASSED! THROUGH! AND STANDS: FOR» “THIS: 1S. A TRAGIC! STORY :OF! As MAN’ 
WHO! WROTE! FOR! THE! BIAFRAN! NATIONALE ANTHEM: THE! FOLLOWING: WORDS! 
(LAND! OF! THE! RISING: SUN WE!.LOVE: AND CHERISH». BELOVED: ‘HOMELAND: > 
OF BRAVE: HEROES» ! 


"THE! GOVERNMENT AND: ‘PEOPLE! ‘OF: BIAFRA: DEPLORE: "AND: CONDEMN: Soi 
DR AZIKIWE*S! CONTEMPT FOR! HTS: ‘PEOPLE! AND| GOVERNMENT: BY’ TRYING © 
TO. EXPLOIT FOR HES: SELFISH ENDS: AND: PERSONAL! ‘POSITION THE! - . 
por PASSIONATE: DESIRE! OF THE! GOVERNMENT: AND PEOPLE! OF; BIAFRA. | 
-FORLPEACE’ THE GOVERNHENT AND PEOPLE! OF BIAFRA, WHOCHAVE: BORNE:. so ae oe ; \ 
SUFFERINGS: AND’ LOSSES: AS: A; RESULT “OF! THIS: FUT ELE! AND: ‘GENOCEDAL! : a ca * 
| WRR “ARE! MORE! ANXIOUS. THANL ANYONE: ELSE! FOR!'PEACE® | BUT IT MUST’. . a 
ee ee BE!-PEACE! WHICH’ WILL! GUARANTEE! FOR THEM EXTERNAL! AND! INTERNAL: 
| 


SECURITYs. PEACE! TRAY WILL): NEVER AGAIN: EXPOSE! THE! PEOPLELOF. ; = eS 
BIAFRA; TO: THE! TYPE’ OF: TRAGIC! EXPERTENCES: THROUGH! WHICH! THEY: 
HAVE! PASSED) PEACE THAT WILLILEAD! TO! A: HARMONTOUS: ASSOCIATION: 
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AND! RELATIONSHIP’ WITH NIGERIA AND OTHER NEIGHBORS. WE: REMAT 
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END: TO! HOSTILITIES: BY BOTH: SIDES: TO: “THE: CONFLICT AND: SO: AN 
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1. In discussion with Amb Martins, based on aide-memoire 
transmitted separately replying to Nigerian aide-memoire of 

Aug 23, Assistant Secretary Palmer elaborated points therein. 
Aug 21 statement was recitation of factors which influenced 

our original decision to deny sale of arms in Nigeria and regret 
Soviets had done so. It not directed at FMG but it hoped: 
Soviets would not attempt to introduce ideological factor. 

2. USG had maintained constant cable flow trying to assure 

all feasible steps would be taken by our allies overseas to 


prevent illegal traffic in military equipment over which we 


wae gat recipients, . 
ago “BRa7LSst sight of by /QuEXRRRGxakkkasxzand this accounted 


had any possible control. Some agreements had been made years 


for introduction into international arms market of some US-origin 
in. . 
equipment through resale /ay' third countries. To illustrate kind 
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of effort USG has been making to prevent illegal traffic, Martins 

was given substance of State tel 14675 of July 1 (Notal). Despite 
our best efforts some US-origin equipment and aircraft had reached 
Eastern hands since we have no control over international arms 
market. 

3. Payments by Eastern regime for arms in many cases were being 

made in US dollars which had excited Nigerian suspicions of USG 
assistance to "Biafra". Since dollar was international vehicle 

of exchange we had no control over this. Amb Matthews had seen 
Awolowo, had explained this, and Awolowo had understood. 

4, Palmer continued there should be no misunderstanding of our 
intentions toward Nigeria. We recognize FMG as sovereign and legal 
government of Nigeria. We have no intent to recognize "Biafra" or 

to aid it directly or indirectly. 

5. Martins thanked Palmer for frank exchange and effort to eliminate 
misunderstanding. Wxsex Nigeria passing through travail other countries 


have experienced. Nigerians understand US institutions permit 


wma 


expression of all viewpoints on Nigeria, but they content so long 


as USG still supports FMG. 


6. iTo Martins' query # if it possible for US to render any help to 


FMG which would "strike people in Nigeria", Palmer replied that 


ESL St nan lie ate remetpeenrete oe nme 


continuous operation of aid programs in FMG controlled areas was 


clearest witness of this. To Martins' inguiry if communications an 
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eee could not be sold, he was reminded that some licenses =a 


for communication equipment have been extended. However, military 

aspect of any help iayaieeieeae. 

7. Palmer said he still concerned at continuing anti-US tone of 

Nigerian press. He said Amb Matthews in Seeing Awolowo had been 

told that this would now abate. Martins said &kke that he had cabled 

Gowon asking that anti-US commentary cease since it would be a tragedy 

if anything should happen to Americans Still living and working in 

Nigeria. : | 

8. In handling of US Alds=nenotee, Martins inquired if there would 

be objection to publicity on its text. Palmer xek replied that we 

had no objection to conveying substance of aide-memoire but he did 
think .it-invknsk.interests either - ‘country for 

not (ists) diplomatic correspondence to be automatically considered 

as in public domain. He added that we considering ourselves some 


public means of expression of. views set forth in our aide-memoire. 


‘ Rede 20 ae : oe = Ee : 
Lo This seemed satisfy Martins. 
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